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St. PATRICK, and St. COLUMB-KII^L^ 



QTHEE ANCIENT SAINTS OP 



^f^ULY SET FORTH FRQM JIOMAN CATrfOLlC HISTORUKa, 
XRADXTJONS OF THE COUNTRY, REGolllDSy AND 
AUTHENTXC POCVMBNT^f 



^ But this I conffw unto thee, that, after the way which they call jTi^gpr^ 
1« so worship I the Cod of my Fathers ; believing all thia|s that are writt^i^ 
in the law, and the F/ophets.' W4c/i xxiv. 14« 
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I'his tvofk is, for the most part, compilation^ 
the learned will easily know the sources from 
whence it is chiefly taken^ hut circumstances 
have prevented me from making due acknow- 
ledgments wherever I am indebted to others, 
which happens, indeed, in almost every page# 
The world will do an anonymous publisher 
the justice of believing, that he does not with* 
hold those acknowledgments from unworthy 
motives. If this tract appears to soar high 
in point of learning, it is because it has been 
*l5orne aloft upon eaglets wings-^scarcely more 
than the motive for publishing it belongs to the- 
author; and-this> he humbly hopes, is Glory to 
God, and good will towards men." 

With respect to original authorities, many of 
those that do not bear upon the particular sub* 
ject of the worjc, which is the religious doctrines 
of the antient Irish, are taken at second hand; 
because the works of the authors alluded to are 
not to be found in the University o^ Dublin : but, 
where the main question was concerned, I have, 
almost in every instance, consulted the works* &c. 
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of the authors whom I have quoted ; excepting^ 
however, Sedulius and Claudius, with respect 
to whom I have relied upon the well tried fidelity 
- pf others , that the extracts which I have taken 
through them are faithfully given. 

It is necessary to mention, that every text of 
Scripture that is brought forward as authority isf 
tdken, either from tjie Dou^y version of the Qld, 
or the Rhemish of the N^w Testament ; br which 
I am not to be understood as sfetiing up either of 
these as being a pure version of the word of God, 
for with that question I have no biisiYie$» here, 
but merely as strengthening my argunient, by 
giving the texts to which I refer in a sense which 
cannot be denied by the Roman Catholics, or 
\>f tb^m to be neryersions of the original. 
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Introduction: 



My Fbllow Countrymen, 
Permit me to Idy before you, as shortly as I possibly can iri 
a matter of such importance, and requiring so much research* 
t}yi Catholic Faith, as il was professed and taught in this 
Island, which has been named the Island of Saints, by those 
men, on account of whose superior sanctity, learning, anil 
zeal, Ireland has been given this name. T^ieir memory is 
justly held in Reverence by you—and, let what will be the 
crpinion of this pei^son, or that, in the preiient day, y6u Will all 
with one accord allow, that whatever those holy men taught 
your ancestors to beiieve, must be the true faith for you to . 
receive, if there be any sense in the argument which is oflen 
put before you, and with truth, that the old religion of your 
Country Was the religion of the Apostles; 

The Pope has lately addressed to you tWo letters, the first 
to the Irish I^relates on the subject of Bible Schools -and 
the second, to the Prdates of the Roman Catholic Church of 
England and Ireland, commanding them to put in force the 
directions given in the first— both of them enjoin the clergy 
of that persuasion to prevent your children from being sent to 
schools in which the Scriptures are read ; and they have been 
followed lip with eitertions to discourage the distribution of 
Bibles atiiong you, and to supply their use by giving to you 
Catechisms, and other Works of mere human composition. 

If, my friends, your hearts declare to you that this is right, 
let it go on — and, if it be right, it has my prayer to Him who 
disposes all things, that it may WoMc for your good: but, if 
your hearts cannot, in this enlightened age, admit of the jus- 
tice of your being kept from reading a book which God caused 
to be written for your learning — if you are thus compelled to 
disobey the express command of Christ himself, to search the 
Scriptures' — you will at least do me the justice to attend, while 
I shew to you the error of some of those reasons which are 
given, why you should not only listen to men, in preference to 
God, but wrhy you should not learn the Word of God at all. 

• To come, therefore, at once to the great object of this ad- 
dress. — The first sentence of the letter just alluded to, is thus : 
— the prediction of our Lord Jesus Chript, in the parable of 
the sower, that sowed go^ seed in his field, but, while people 
slejpt, his enemy came, and "sowed tares upon the wheat, is, 
" to the very great injury indeed >of the Catholic faith, seen 
^* verified in these' our own days, particularly in Ireland : ** — and 
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echobg this, the letter of the Rqman Catholic Archbishop of 
Tuam commends ypur firm adherence to the religion of your 

ancestors ;" and the tone of this letter throughout is, as if the 
religion which the Bible without note or oomraent teache8> 
is an innovation upon the ancient faith of this Island of Saints. 

These remarks, my fellow countrymen, assume an error for 
their very foundation — to wit, that the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, which is now very general in this Island, was the original 
faith of the people of Ireland; of course, tb^t the head .of that 
religion, the Pope, and that Church, always possessed the 
highest authority in Spiritual matters in this island, until the 
religion of the Bible, which Archbishop Kelly has called " the 
" mystery of iniquity," ventured to come in, to sow the tares 
among the wheat — they, assume that the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion was that which was professed by those Holy men above 
mentioned ; in short, that it is the old religion of the country. 

Now, as I know fou to be remarkably attached to your an- 
cestors, and to the memory of the old people, and the customs 
of your native island'-^ana, as I know also, that you are as 
remarkable for your love of justice and of truth, I am sure 

Jrou will be both attentive and candid in reading the few fol* 
owing pages, which will shew to you, that Christianity was' 
taught and received in Ireland, probably one thousand years 
before the authority of the Pope was fully acknowledged in it, 
and above three hundred before he sent any religious persons 
to preach it here — that St. Patrick, St. Columbkill, and all 
the saints of their times, on account of who^ the country got 
the name of the Island of Saints, professed the religion of the 
Bible, and one very different from that which you now are 
taught' by your Prfests: and I will shew you the precise time 
when almost every opinion which both St. Columbkill and St. 
Patrick, as well as the Professors of the religion of the Bible, 
agree in thinking to be wrong — I say, I will shew you the time 
exactly when they first began to be taught, and why they were 
invented< It is thus, my fellow countrymen, that I will prove 
to you, that a religion very different from your present faith, 
was ihe religion of your ancestors — and, therefore, that the 
good, people who teach your chi|dren the Bible in their schools, 
are not the agents of the enemy who sowed the tares among 
the ancient good seed that was scattered plentifully in this land. 
My friends, it has always been said against the Reformation, 
which the religion of the Bible brought about, exactly as it 
has been reported to be said by the Pope now ; that the reli- 
gion above idluded to is a new thing — and it has been asked, 
where it was before the Reformation took place ? but I can 
make it plain to you, that what is now called the Roman Ca- 
tholic Religion, is a new thing in this country ; that it was not 
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the old religion and faith of St. Patrick; that he, and all your 
ancient saints, were members of a Hierarchy altogether inde- 
pendent of Rome ; and that those who would instruct you m 
the Bible, are your best friends, who would lead you back to 
the ancient principles of the truly Catholic Church, and of St. 
Patrick, from which you have departed. 

It is a matter of very little consequence, niy friends, by 
what name the Christian be called— and whether that name be 
Ronian Catholic, or Protestant, is of small importance. The 
question with God will be— not, are you of this denomina- 
tion, or ot that? but, are you really of the faith required 
by Jesus Christ, are you **born of water, and of the Sjnrit?^^ 
for, without this, you " cannot enter into the kingdom of God ! 
away then, with the fears and the clamours respecting prose- 
lytizing— 1 have not yet seen the truly religious man, who 
cares for conversion in the name merely ; while I hope that all 
real Christians, of all denominations, insist upon the necessity 
of a conversion of the heart. 

You will allow, my fellow countrymen, that any religion 
which is not the religion of the Bible, and that which belonged 
to the first Christians, requires to be reformed ; and, of course, 
if the Roman Catholic teaches any thing new that is not to be 
found in the Bible, or was not held by the first Christians, it 
ought to be avoided— let us then put the case at issue between 
us both upon the proof of this ; and let us remember the im- 
portance of finding out what is the truth — for it is not a de- 
cision which will affect our bodies merely, and this only for 
a time, but concerns the happiness of our souls to all eter- 
, nity. And, Oh 1 may the God of all truth put into your hearts, . 
apd into mine, both that love to Him, which will lead us to 
search for the truth, with sincerity ; and that love to each 
other, which flows from love to God, and will direct us how 
to speak the truth in charity : and, thirdly, may we possess 
that real love to ourselves, which will make us determine to 
form, with God's assistance and grace, a candid choice for 
our good, in a matter of such alarming consequence. Upon 
our right faith in Christ bur only hope of Salvation depends 
—and it is as much as our never-dying souls arc worth, to 
endeavour to ascertain what that right faith is; and, whether 
or not, Penanoe, by which we pretend to assist Christ in the 
saving of our souls — Purgatories, which are much the saifle^ 
Intercessions of Saints, and prayers to the Virgin Mary, be 
not doctrines that take away from the glory qf a jealous Qod, 
by sharmg the praise of our redemption with angels, with men, 
with saints, and with ourselves: and whether or not they be, 
as they seem to me, directly against the, declaration^ of Christ, 

I am the way"—" no man cometh tP the Father, but by we."* 
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(John xiV. 6.) and contradictory to the testimony of the great 
Apostle St, Peter himself, " There is no other name under 
heaven given to men, whereby we must be saved/' (Act« 
iv. 12.) 

I do not intend to dwell upon any thing in this address 
which canhot be proved from the works of writers of the 
best authority; and who are, by the way, chiefly considered, by 
the Roman Catholics, to have been of their persuasion^ I 
shall not rest principally upon such authoritities, (however 
they may be esteemed among Protestants,) as Archbishop 
Usher, and others'" of our Church, alf bough I must occasion- 
illy notice them. 



CHAPTEll I. 

INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY INTO IRELAND. 

I SHALL first inquire at what period Christianity was intro- 
duced into Ireland; and then examine what were the doctrines 
and opinions of the earliest preachers thereof. 

A great number of different accounts are given of the first 

Ereachers of Christianity in this land; and it is supposed to 
ave been visited by the disciples of Christ fyithin one hundred 
years after his crucifixion. This has been commonly said. 
The following facts are certairi, that it was not brought first, 
either into Ireland, or Britam, by the disciples of St. Peter; 
but that, when St. Patrick came as an apostle into Ireland, in 
the year of our hard 430, and St. Austin, into England, in 
the year ^96, they both of them found that Christianity had 
arrived into these places a long time before them. My business 
is chiefly with Ireland, and I prove this. assertion thus. It ap- 
pears, from unquestionable authority, that Celestius, who 
mightily opposed the See of Rome, about the year 41 4, was an 
Irishman. Gennadius (de script. Eccl. c. 44.) calls him 4 Irish 
« and noble," and gives the authority of a letter written to his - 
parents; he had many followers among his countrymen; and, 
from what is recorded of him, Pinkerton justly concludes (En- - 
quiry, vol. ii. p. 261.) " that by means of intercourse with Bri- 
tain, Chrisiianity had made some progress in Ireland in the 
*' fourth century.' The native country of Celestius is put be- 
yond all doubt by St. Jerome ; who, in the third book of bis 
preface to Jeremiah, distinctly describes him as being Irish ; 
«nd speaks of his bold and open preaching, as being like to the 
barking of Cerberus.* 

• If we look into the preface of the Transactions of the Iberno-Celtic So- 
ciety, lately published, (p. 21.) we shall find that OlioH Olum, KSng of 
^uaster, who di«d, according lo the latest aecounts of the Irish annalists, 
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We are informed in the Ecclesiastical History of the vene- 
Table Bede, who wrote about the year 7S1, of many interesting 
facts respecting the ancient mode of fixing the time for the 
celebration of Easter, which throw considerable light upon the 
early conversion of the Irish to Christianity. He tells us, (lib. 
iii. c. 25.) that our church, and that of the ancient Britons, (now 
the Welsh, the old inhabitants of England,) differed from that 
of Rome, in their manner of fixing that time ; and that, to 
settle the disputes, which were very warm upon the subject, 
Oswi, King of Northumberland, called a Council at Whitby, in 
Yorkshire, in the year 664; at which the famous St. Colman, 
your countryman, whose name is familiar to many of you, and 
who was then Archbishop of York, entered into dispute with - 
Wilfred, a Saxon Priest, upon the question. St. Colman de- 
fended the Irish method of calculating the day, upon which 
Easter should be holden ; saying, that it had been prescribed 
by'St. John> whose disciples had been founders of the Irish 
church, <* I marvel," he exclaimed,'* " how some can call 
<* that absurd, in which we follow the example of so great an 
" Apostle ; one who was thought worthy of reposing upon the 

bosom of his Lord: and can it be believed, that such men 
" as our venerable Father Columbkill, and his successors, 
" would have thought, or acted, things contrary to the pre- 
" cepts of the sacred pages ?" I shall return to this Council 
again ; my present business is to shew, that the great St. Col« 
man, in this transaction, auotes the authority of St. Columbkill 
himself, to justify him in trie assertion — that odr tiative Church 
had derived its regulations from the disciples of St. John, and 
not from those of St. Peter. 

It was the tradition pf our forefathers, that several of their 
peculiar opinions, which differed from the Roman, were intro- 
duced among them by Christian Missionaries from Asia; and 
the first preacher of that religion in this country has been said 
to have been taught by St, Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, who was 
the pupil of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrtia, who had himself 
learned these holy doctrines from St. Ignatius, the immediate 
disciple of St, John. The truth of this tradition is confirmed 
by the abovementioncd expressions of St. Colman ; who hke- 
wise declared thus: " This Easter, which I. use to observe, I 

received from my elders, who sent me Bishop hither ;|iwhich 
"** all our fathcrA* men beloved of God, are known to have cele- 

brated after the same manner.'* Again, It is the same 

A.D. 254, was said to be the author of a poem, the allusions of which de- 
inonstrate that the writer was at least acquainted with the name of Christianitj. 
" The learned author of this preface takes occasion, from this circum^nce, to 
doubt, that this King wrote the poem; but I think the implication may, with 
fqiuX fairness, be miule, that he was a Christian Prince. 
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*f which the blessed Evangelist, St. John, the disciple specially 
" beloved by our Lord, with all the qhurches that he did over- 
•* see, is read to have celebrated." These expressions, thug 
publicly delivered by the Archbishop of York, in a Council of 
the year 664}, uncontradicted then in point of fact, and re^ 
Gor ded since by Roman Catholics writers of such character as ^ 
the venerable Bede as containing truth, demonstrate thhi per* 
sons independent altogether of the See of Rome had, in times 
even then far remote, taught Christianity in Ireland, with cer- ' 
tain peculiarities to which that See was entirely averse. The 
resignation of St. Colman of the See of York, and his returp to 
his native <;ountry, upon the Council settling the point against 
his principles, prove, not only the importance of the question in 
the eyes of the people of that day, but the sincerity of the Irish 
Saint. I shall return again to this subject. , 

But, equally independent of the See of Rome, and nearly an 
hundred years before the visit of St. Patrick into Ireland, there 
existed an order of Monks i^ this country. See abundant 
proofs of the fact in 0*Conor*s Rerum Hibern. Script. Projeg. 
1. p. Ixxviii. Their rule was that which was invented by St. 
Athanasius, a Greek Father, arid Bishop of Alexandria in 
Egypt, and was therefore called the Egyptian : their office was 
the Greek, and not the Roman : and, even in their mode of 
tonsure, they differed from similar eitablisliments of the Roman 
Church. This order is in many things remarkable, and has 
since been known by the name of " Culdees;" and one bf the 
most eminent members of it was our far-famed St. Columb- 
kill, who is considered in the Martyrology of Donegal, and by 
Colgan, as joint patron with St. Patrick of Ireland, and whose 
name is as familiar to every Irish ear, as that of St. Patrick 
himself, ft is indeed connected with some of the most vene- 
rated places in Ireland, as the Island of Raghery, Derry, &c. ; 
for he founded, as Jocelin says, 100 monasteries, and esta- 
blished many churches. . (See Smith's Life of Col. p. 17, and 
152.)* He wrote a rule for this order, which i^ stil) e\tant, and 
wliich is to be found among other places in Goldastus (Parsene- 
tic:) and to which I refer you to discover, if you can, any re- 
gulation which enforces any of the peculiar doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The members of this order formed 
SL kind of College, which was almost entirely employed in the 
education of youth; it was not only independent of the See of 
Rome, (a point to which I slf^U hereafter return,) but of the 
Bishop of tne district wherein the Abbey was situate ; the Mo- 
nastery being governed by an Abbot, who was entitled to wear 

* The Annals of the Four Masters, (ann. saj, that, next to St. Pa- 
trick, ht was the chief instnunent of crta bli sb in g the Gospel in ahnost all 
Ireland. ^ 
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a Mitre> and owed spiritual obedience to no one. This sect 
had a particular love for retirement, and for that reason 
chiefly chose islands to live in : perhaps thev preferred them, be* 
cause that, in those times, the Religion of Christ was grievously 
persecuted by the Roman Emperor Dioclcsian, and by other 
enemies ; and, in an island, his disciples were likely to remain 
more secure, as well as unnoticed. It was for this reason 
that these people loved Ireland, which was, as you will see by 
looking at the map, quite in a corner of the then known 
world; and their love of retirement made them chuse, even 
in Ireland, secluded spots for their establishments. And this 
accounts for the great number of holy places that are to be 
ftund in very retired places, and in islands, in our country; 
for example, Glendalough, in the midst of the Wicklow 
mountains ; the Island of Raghery, the Island of St. Pa- 
trick's Purgatory, in Loughderg ; and those of Devenish, in 
Lough Erne, of Innisfallen, in the Lake of Killarney, and of 
Scattery, in the River Shannon. It is remarkable of three of 
these places, that there are seven churches in each of them, aa 
w^ll as in Clonmacnoise, the most ancient of the Bishoprics, 
now united in that of Meath ; and I believe that this number 
seven was chosen, in an humble imitation, and remembrance, 
of the seven primitive churches mentioned in the Revelations ; 
which book was written by the great Apostle of the early Saints 
of Ireland, St. John. 

But to return to the Culdees, and their Abbots ; these per- 
•ons, we are told by St. Bede, (sec also Ayliffe's Parergon, p. 
12.) although they were only Priests, had an authority even 
over Archbishops in their own districts. St. Columbkill was 
ihegnsatest of their Abbots;, and it is rather an extraordinary 
thing too, that he should be claimed by the Roman Catliolics 
as a holy man of the Church of St. Peter, when, in truth, he was 
not only, as I shall shew to you, independent of the Pope, or 
of any Bishops, l^ut the actual founder of the Presby terian Re- 
ligion in Scotland. 

Now, my friends, he could not, well answer to both of 
these characters, because this religion allows not of Bishops, 
and the Roman Catholic derives all authority from them. 
But, for the purpose of shewing to you the great mistake that 
is made upon those points, I will tell you how he came to 
found the fteligion of the Presbyterians; all of which you 
will find written in the account of his life by lonas, and also 
by Adamnanus, who succeeded him as Abbot, and in the 
works of other persons, in the places referred to in the note.^ 

• See hit Lift by Smith; also Colgan's Triai Thaumaturga— Cave, 
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St, CDlumbkill, having established many religious hous^iS of 
his sect of the Culdees, at the Island of Raghery, and else- 
where, throughoMt Ireland, went to an island, (still being fond 
of islands,) which is upon the coast of Scotland, called lona, and 
Icolml^ill, corrupted from Hy-Columbkill. He there founded 
a Monastery, over which he presided, being only, as I have 
before said, in Priest's orders, or a Presbyter, which is the 
Latin for Priest. Here he became so famous for his sanctity 
and learning, having converted numbers of the natives ta the 
profession of Christianity, that the Island lona became sacred 
for ever afterwards ; and the celebrated Pr. Johnson, who 
went through a greM deal of trouble to visit the place, for it 
is extremely difficult of access, expresses in very animated 
terms his feelings,* upon seeing a spot so renowned, describing 
jt as that illustrious island, which was once the luminary of 
*^ the Caledonian regions, whence savage clans, and roving bar- 
" barfans, received the benefit of knowledge and the blessings 
^ " of religion." This, especially when his jealousy to Scotland 
is considered, is a strpng evidence of conviction in this great 
man*s mind, and proves that there is neither wild enthusiasm, 
or fable, in the matters which I here detail. 

rh fine, St. Columbkill was the first great preacher of the 
Christian religion in that part of Scotland, as you will find 
irom abundant authorities, brought together in his Life by 
Smith ; and Fordun says, in his Scotichronicon,f that the Scots 
had, as teachers of the Faith, and administrators of the Sacra* 
ments, only Presbyters; following the- custom of the primi- 
tive Chnrch. In some few years, emissaries Irom Rome went 
into the country : in the year 7079 the Abbot of lona became 
apostate, with many others, from the antient .faith ; and the 
Roman .C^tholic^ Religion was very generally received. How- 
ever, there always remained in the country a strong party' 
attached to the first religion of St. Columbkill. After very 
many struggles, with which we have no particular business 
here, that party at length prevailed, expelled the Churcli of 
Rome, and the Presbyterian Religion became that of all the 
country. It was called Presbyterian, from being under the 
direction of Priests, or Presbyters, alone, having no Bishops 
among them. Let me here ask you, is it not strange, my 
dear fellow countrymen, if all this be true, as it most un- 
questionably is^ — let me ask you, I say, with what face caa 
the Rdman Catholics say, in Scotland, in just the same way 
as they do here, that their Religion is the oldest in that coun- 

♦ Tour to the Hebrides. 

f Lib. ill. c 18.-^d Jaxnieson*^ Hist of the Culdees, p. 97i 
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try ? ahd, if it be true, that the first jjfeachers from the Church 
of Rome found Christ ianitj existing in Scotland, it is cqtially 
true th^t they found it here ; for this sect of CuMees had 
brought their opinions to the Islands of Scotland from Ireland, 
\**heTe they hatt been held for a long time in some parts; and 
where, in the North, fiast. West, and South of th^ Islahd, they 
pave rise to. many religious establishments, iBomieof which were 
found ready formed by St. Patrick; 

Interesting as this subject is, in" every point of view; I must 
quit it, to return to the proofs that Christianity was preached, 
and receivexl in Ireland, before the arrival of St. Patrick. 

In speaking of St. Patrick I should wish to observe, by the 
Way, that i might perhaps be justified, as I have the authority 
of some learned men upon the subject, to doubt, or at once to 
deny, that there ever existed such a man— who, being sent hi- 
ther in the fifth century by the See of Rome, was a considera* 
ble means of making Christianity to become the Universal Re- 
ligion of the land. But, in truth, I do not urge this point ; and 
that for two reasons : the first is, that I would be very sorry td 
put the testimony of St. Patrick oiit of the way, or to throw 
any doubt upon his having been the preacher of such doctriheii 
as I shall hereafter present to you; and secondly, because I 
think the proofs of bis existence, as an eminent person in the 



reasonable man. They were, in fact, sufficient to satisfy all 
the wksest of our early antiquarians, and where such men ai 
Archbishops' Usher, and Nicholson, Sir James Ware, Harris^ 
OTlaherty, and othersi had no doubt, I should think it pre- 
sumptuous in me to entertain one. It would be enoagh td 
prove that there existed such a person, who came hither on 
such a mission, to say, that he is mentioned as such by writers 
'who flourished within two hundred years after his death ; such 
as Cummianus, or Cummineus junior;* by the auithor of the 
Life of St. Getrude, A.D^ 658; and in a hymn attributed to 
St. Flech of Sletty,. which is supposed to have been written A.D. 
520, and was among the MSS, of Sir Rob* Cotton. Were we to 
add to this, innumerable traditions of immense antiquity which 
are to be found respecting him throughout our island, his patroo'* 
age given not only to the See of Armagh, but to several places 
of the most remote existence, *such as the Cathedral of 
l^ublin, Sec*, and the unifonil mention of him, as the chief 
Apostle of IrelaiMlj by all historians, one wouM tUink enough 
was said to establish, at the least, that there was once a great 
Bishop of that name in the land ; and, by the way, the evidence 
of tradition upon this subject is remarkably strong, because it 

» In Epiit. ad Segienum, A.D. 634 ; Uslier's Sylloge t and OlConor'a 
Rtr. HiberQi Scrip, ii Prolvg. Ixzviii*, and xc, &c. 
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fijiould be considered, not as being handed down through thir- 
teen hundred years, but considerably fewer ; as the records and 
histories of Armagh, Dublin, and other places, commencing 
within a short period of his existence, demonstrate, by a mucn 
stronger evidence than that of tradition, what was the popular 
opinion, or the opinion of tradition, at that very remote period 
of time, when the keeping of record commenced. Tt is cer- 
tainly very true that many surprising falsehoods have been in- 
vented about St. Patrick, and that they are very (iommortly be- 
lieved ; and so, my friends, there have been of St. Peter, and 
of every saint in the Kalendar, fi*om.him down to the very last: 
but yet this does not make it at all doubtful that these persons 
have existed. It has been the fashion to fabricate lies, not 
merely about saints, but even of poets and kings ; yet we do 
not, for that reason, discredit their existence. The poet Vir- 
gil, for instance, was feigned, in the days when they believed 
in magic, to have been a most astonishing magician ; the won- 
ders he did with his wand put St. Patrick quite into the back 
grouiid: and, again, both the English King Alfred, and the 
great Emperor Charlemagne, have been made to do such sur- 
prising things, by the Writers of romances, as sometimes sur- 
pass even those of Virgil himself. We must not therefore so 
readily believe that, because St. Patrick is belied, he never ex- 
isted as the great Apostle of the land.* 

The existence of the ancient book of St. Patrick's canons in 
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, is another fact, to prove 
the truth of tradition respecting St. Patrick in general. An 
Account and a facsimi^e thereof may be seen in O'Conor's 
Rer. Hib. Scriptores, Epis. Nunc. c. cxxxvi. We will there- 
fore take it for granted, that St. Patrick was sent over here, in 
or about the year 4S0. Let us now try to find out, for what 
purpose ?, and how, he was received. Thfjre can be very little 

* tt is contended that, bad St. Patrick been so remarkable a man. as he was 
ta(id to have been, he would not have been so slightly noticed in the catalogue 
of Bede (Ix'dw. 366.) ; but, as Bede wroU a separate life of the Irish Saint, 
this may account for his slight notice of him elsewhere. To get rid of this 
argument, we are told that Uiis life by Bede is spurious ; and perhaps it is 
so. There is. however, this fallacy Id the reasoning of Dr. Ledwich, where 
he says, that, had St. Patrick converted the Irish nation, the historian would 
have mentioned the fact. Be it to^hut it does not follow that, because Bedo 
does not speak ot St Patrick, as of hira who first converted Uiis nation to 
Christianity, that there was no great personage of his name^although It in- 
deed may follow, that, agreeably with the entire of my argument, St. Patrick 
did not convert the natives, but that he found Christianity already existing in 
the land, on his arrival here. This, indeed, the historian elsewhere gives us 
ampl^ authority to assert ; 'and, knowing this to be the fact^ he necessarily 
omitted that circumstance, in his notice of tlie Saint, on which modern igng- 
ranee most particularly dwells. 
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doubt but that St. Patrick was de[>uted, to preach the Reh'gion 
of Christianity in Ireland, by tlie zeal of the Bishops of Rome, 
who, at this period, were making rapid advances to the height 
of power which they afterwards possess'ed ; precisely as Palla- 
dius was comnriissioned to go into Scotland, at much the same 
time, ** to the people believing in Christ, but not rightly," ac- 
cording to what the See of Jlome thought to be the right faith.* 
It is clear that St. Patrick found the Christian Religion in 
Ireland ; he declares it in his works,-}- where he says, that he 
had gone farther than any Christians had pervaded before; 
which may be readily allowed indeed* if we give any credit to 
the unparalleled success of his mission. 

Nennius, a British historian, who wrote his history in the 
year 858, informs us, that St. Patrick ordained three thou- 
sand Priests, and made three hundred and sixty-five Bi- 
shops; this account must certainly be considered as being 
very exaggerated, even after we have made allowance for tl^e 
greater simplicity, and more confined extent of jurisdiction, of 
the Bishops of ancient days.J It appears, however, certain, 
from this, and from other accounts of history, that St. Patrick 
Was well received in the land, and was exceedingly prospe- 
rous in his ministry. This very great success may well be 
allowed to he a proof, in itself, that the island was already 
prepared to receive and attend to him, by the existence of 
Christianity therein before he arrived. His success is, as I 
said, acknpwledged ; and Mr, Laing, the sensible writer of the 
history of Scotland, supposes from it. (vol, ii. p. 30.) that 
there were no Druids ever in Ireland, for otherwise they 
must have ^iven a formidable resistance. I a^n surprised that 

• Prosperl Chron. ann; 429 ; to which Bede and other authors agree. ' 

f Opusc. p. 20. ** ubiquQ pergebam caus.& vestra, etiam usque ad exter^s 
'* partes, ubi nunquam aliquis perveneret qui batpizaret," &c. This plainly 
insinuates that he had found Christianity already existing in some places. 

I The inducement, to erect churches in the first ages of Cbriiitianity in 
Great Britain was considerable ; ** so that,** as Mr. Ledwich observes, in his 
account of the parish of Aghaboe, " an excellent Judge, (Archbishop Nichol- 

son,) of such matters remarks, that the number of ecclesiastics in Ireland, at 
** one time, was nearly equal to that of all its other inhabitants.** This may 
be overcharged ; but it is certain, that, as Dr. Ledwich remarks in the same 
work, each toparch hadrbis Bishop:*' and if we, therefore, look into the 
antiquarian history of the Diocese of Meath alone, we shall find it to be an 
\inion.of several Sees, which were once independent of each other. By a 
canon of a General Council, holden by Paparo, at Kells, A.D. 1152, the 
the village Bishoprics of that Diocese were cppverted into niral Deaneries ; 
and this was adopted, and enforced, by a Synod holden A.D. 1216, by Simon» 
Bishop of Meath. By this Athenry, Clon^ird, Kells, Slane, Screen, and 
Dunshaghlin, became rural Deaneries, from villagie Bishoprics. ' Clohmi^c- 
noise was added by Act of Parliament of Queen f^li^ab'eth's reign, ■ 
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this obeying historian did not here perceive, th^t, if St. 
Patnck was so favourably received, it was because Chrisii-^ 
anity was already known in the country. It is true there 
yrexe no Druids in Ireland at the time of his arriyalf but 
that does not prove that there never wejc; indeed, tliere 
are abundant remains* of them still existing every yrh^r^ 
throughout the island. Mr. Laing should have recolUcted, 
that the opposition of any heathen priesthood would have beea 
as great, probably, as that of the Druids ; and, therefore, the 
quiet progress of St. Patrick, and his great success, fully shew, 
that HeaSieniam was already in general abolished ; but does 
not at all afford the inference> that Druidism /leyer existed io 
Ireland. / 

It may here, perhaps, be said, that tlie success of St. Patrick 
tnakes against the entire foundation of my argument, thus — as 
he was an emissary from Rome, be preached its doctrines; and 
the general acquiescence in these doctrines proved, that there 
was no pre-«xisting s^^ttem of Christiiui teaching - in Ireland 
materially differing from what he preached ; or, according to 
what has always been the case in all ages, he would have 
tnet with great oppo^tion. Now, I allow that' innovation in 
religious matters never ceases to create a great feeling of 
opposition, wherever it is attempted to be introduced: I 
anight, also safely say, that we have no reason to conjecture 
tliat there was no such opposition, for we^ haye scarcely anjr 
auinehtic account of the transactions. JBut ^ wave all further 
contest upon the matter, and will suppose the preaching of St. 
Patrick to have been popular in Ireland ; I will allow also that 
he preached the then received opinions of the See of Rome ; 
but the great, the important truth, my dear fellow countrymen, 
is this, that neither the See of Rome, nor St. Patrick, nor the 
native Christians of Ireland, preached, or taught, or thought, 
as the Clergy of the See of Rome do now; his reception here 
was far more cordial, and his success here much greater, than 
that which St. Austin met with in England, above an hundred 
years afterwards, and this because he came from Rome at an 
earlier period of time than St. Austin did ; and Rome, the 
fountain head, was not then so corrupted in doctrine as it was 
when the latter came to England ; of course, the doctrines of 
St. Patrick were purer, and, therefore, were less in oppositidn 
to those of the old religion, which had been preached by the 
first Christians in Ireland. In truth, the firmness with which 
the Irish, in after ages, adhered to their ancient mode of calcu- 

* For example, there are two renarkal)ic Draidlcal altars so near to Dut>« 
lin as Loughlinstowiv. < * 
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lating the time of Easter^ itnd otber points ef mere di^cipjine, 

? roved, that they would not havei tam^lj'^accjuiesccd, had Si. 
'atrick attempted much of serious Ihirovation in their religion. 
But, afler all, can it admit of any doubt, that Christianity 
must have been preached in ^reland, long, very Jong, befor^ 
the arrival there of St. Patrick, if it be certain, it h^s been 
most clearly proved, that it was introduced into England be- 
fore a hundred years had passed away, from the time of the 
crucifia^ion of our blessed Lord. 

I do not intend to take up y6ur time with telling you of se- 
veral conjectuxeSf which different learned writers have formed, 
about tho introduction of Christiatiity into England, and 
Which wiil be found amply detailed in Usher's Brit. EccJ. 
Antiq., Parker de Anti<j. Brit. Eccl. Hist,, Fuller'f Church 
History, and other works ; but shall only renfiark, that they 
might ail be true^ because, as different societies j&end out dif- 
ferent missionaries in these days, to one and the same place^ 
so it might have, been with England, in the^ days wihen she 
was a Heathen country, that several different attempts were 
made to spread the Gospel there. Now^ my friends, one thmg 
. is remarkable, to add to the probdbility diat Ireland was con- 
irejrted before St. Patrick can^e tliither, which is, that, dur- 
ing the time when the Christians were grievously persecuted 
throughout the world, it wa^ much more than probable th^t 
|ome of them would take refuge in a plage so out pf 
the reach of persecution ^ Ireland was ; especially as it 
was to be «een from the coast of Great Britain, looking very 
safe and very inviting. And, again, when we remember 
how zealous true Christians then were, and always havp 
been, and still lire, to spread the knowledge of the Gos- 
pel all over the world, is it at all likely that they would 
not attempt Ireland from Englaud,* untU so late as the 
period of St- Patrick, who did not live until three hundred ' 
years after England had been converted to the Christian 
faith? Now, putting all this together, we sliall find it very • 
diiBcuU to believe, that Ireland was, for such a lengtfi 
of time, a Heathe;n land, and yet only eighteen miles from ^ 
Christian one. 

Eumenius, a writer who lived about the year 300> tells us,* 
- that the Irish frequently visited, nay invaded England, in the 
ttme of Julius Cse^ar, and our annals make frequent mention of 
such incnrsi^fis, which are aiso aeknowledged by many writers :f 
this proves an intercourse to have existed between the two na- 
tions, which it would be absurd to suppose was neglected altg- 

• 0*Con. Rer. Hib'er. Scrip. Epis. Nunc. \xv, 

. f See Buchanan, GUdas, and others enumemted in Hibt Rer. ' 3crip. 
Prol, i. xxxtv., Ixxxviii., &C., and ii. &c. 
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^ether by the English Christians. Therefore, it notr become? 
important for us to g^scertain, whether or not Christianity was 
preached in Great Britain, in the first, or second centuries ; for 
• I think common sense will admit) that it co.uld not have taken 
fifty, or an hundred, much less three hundred yea'rs, to travel 
on to Ireland. Such a supposition would be altogether against 
the spirit of primitive Christianity, and the zed of its disci* 
pies. 

It is acknowledged by every writer* who has treated of the 
subject of English history, that Christianity was first known 
in England, at the latest, one hundred and fifty years after 
Christ. It is related by historians, that Lucius,f Monarch of 
Britain, the third in descent from Caractacus, publicly em- 
braced the Christian faith, in the year 176, although he did not 
impose it on his subjects ; and there is extant a letter from 
from Pope Eleutherius to this Prince. Speaking of the second 
century, Tertullian,J who wrote in the year 201, says, that the 
parts of Britain wliich were inaccessible to the Romans were 
yet subjected to Christ. Spotiswood, in his history of the 
Church of Scotland, quoting Boethius, Buchanan, and Lesly, 
says, that the Scottish King Qonald embraced Christianity m 
the year 203, and that it was generally established, by expelling 
the Druids, by King Crotalinth, so early as 277 : he thinks 
that, when the persecutions of Domitian drove St. John, the 
Apostle, to the Island of Patmos, some of his disciples took 
refuge in the British Isles ; and that the subsequent persecution 
of Dioclesian furthered the progress of conversiion. And Gil- 
das informs us, that the Christian Religion was at first received, 
but coldly by the natives, until this persecution put many per- 
sons to death — this was about the year 303, ' The general esta- 
blishment of Christianity in Britain took place in t^e reign of 
Constantine^ the Great ; he was a Briton born, and the son of 
Helena, an English woman ; and he was in England when he 
was proclaimed Emperor by the army. Accordingly we fipd 
three British Bishops,l| with a British Priest, and Deacon, at- 
tending the Council of ^rles, in the year 314; and others at 
those of Nice, A.D. 325, of Sardica, A.D. 34??, a^d Arimi- 
pium, A.D. 359. 

It will not surely be uninteresting here to mention to you 

• The Bishop of St. David's quotes Tertullian, Origen, Athanasius, Ch^* 
sostom, and Arnobius, to prove that ** the Gospel was preached in Britain 

in the earliwt times." (See Protestant Retrospect, p. 8.) 

f Tyrrel says, his coins bore on one side a cross. See Davis Bep. Pr»Qi« 
case, p. 944, && 

I Adv. Judaeos, c. 7. , 

§ His father Constantius lived many years in Britain, and died at York. 
H OXon. Rer. Hib. Scrip Prol. i czxiz, and ii. ^vii, S^c and authoriti^ 
there. 
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some arguments, which make it appear exceedingly probable^ 
that the great Apostle St. Paul himself visited Great Britain in 
his travels, and even likely that he preached the Gospel also 
in Ireland. 

These are the following Authorities* for the fect, that Christi* 
ianity was preached in England by some one of the Apostles t 
St. IrenseUfi, one of the Fathers, who lived in the second cen- 
tury, (lib. u c. 2, 3.) speaks of churches established by them 
among the Celtic nations; and Eusebius, a very learned Fa- 
ther, who lived about the year S26| (lib. iii. c. 7.) directly as- 
serts, that some of the Apostles crossed the Ocean to the islands 
called British, Thus also Theodoret of the fifth century, (in Ps; 
116.) and NicephoruS) (who was of a later age, and, t allow, o^ 
lesser authority,) repeats the same assertion in his history^ 
So far of the testimony of the Fathers ; to which t will add that 
of Gildas, the most ancient of the native British historiansi 
who flourished in the sixth century; he says that Christianity 
was introduced into England before the defeat of Boadicea, 
Queen of the Iceni^ which took place in the year 61. 

Now with respect to the individual Apostle, or person, that 
so preached ; the following facts respecting St. Paul are very 
remarkable indeed. St. Clemens, who was surnamed Roma- 
nus,f who is esteemed to have been the third Pope after St, 
Peter, who wrote the ancient epistles to the Corinthians, which 
are well known to scholars in divinity, and who is mentioned, by 
St. PauH in his Epistles to the Philippians, ch. iv. v. 3. informs us, 
that this Apostle went to the' " utmost bounds of the West;" 
while St. Jerome, the great translator o£ the Bible into Latin, 
a version which is nearly that which is now used in the Roman 
Catholic Church, and St. Athanasius, both of them Fathers of 
the fourth century, assert, that he preached in Spain, and in 
the West and that, when released from imprisonment in Rome, 
he went from Ocean to Ocean, and to the islands that lie in the 
Ocean. I shall observe here, by the way, that Britain was ge- 
nerally known in Rome by the name of the utmost Island of the 
West; it is so called by Catullus the Poet, and Theodoret, 
whom 1 have mentioned before, calls it the utmost part of the 
West. These assertions of the very early Fathers are brought 
yet closer to the point by Nicephorus, an ecclesiastical histo- 
rian of the fourteenth century, (lib. i. c. 1.) who asserts, that St. 

* The Bishop of St. David's quotes Athanasius, Cyri), Epiphanius, Je- 
rome, Chrysostom, Theodoret, and Gregoriu» M., to prove this; and Catul- 
lus, Eusebius, Jerome, Arnobius, Theodoret, and Nicephorus, to prove Bri- 
tain, or her Isle^ to have been the boundary of tlie Gospel to the West. (Se» 
Protestant Retrospect, p. 8.) 
^ Bower's Lives of the Popes, voL i. p. 14, &c. 

\ Com. in Amoit c. 5. 
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Paul bfoiight salvation td the islands that lie tn the Ocearii 
and Bfifish Isles, and utmost bounds of the West* Venantius* 
fortuniLtus, A.I>. 580, rejpeaw the same; and ^* Sophronius,f 
« Pater Hierosolymatanus, disertis verbis asserit> Britanniam 

eaitti," (Paulura nernp^,) " invi^isse;** " fibbhronius of Je-^ 

ruSaletn fexpressly asserts, that Paul viiked Bi-itain." 

Let us now look tb other evidences of thift truth (>f this fact, 
ftbmii of them connected with the events related in the Scrips 
tures themselves. 

Upon the reduction bf England by the Romans, in this rfeigrt 
of CaraCtacug^ A.t). 51, ih6 father of this Prince was sent a^ 
ah hostage to Rome 4 ht remained there seven years, and re- 
turned home in the year 58. During hjs captivity at Rome h^ 
must h^ve heard of St. Paul, who wa^ In that jcity jiist at that 
period ; and indeed must have certainly known him, if it b0 
true, ds is asserted upon very credible authority, that he reiturned 
to Britain a Christian. iJor was he the 6nly British cdnvert o^ 
the Apostle ; Pudens^ lit whose houde the first ^ Christians 
used to meet for worship, and Claudia, whom St« Plaul meh< 
tfons in 2 Tim. ii. 21., are supposed to have been a Roman 
Senator, and his wife, Claudia Rufina, a British Lady, who 
lva« celebrated by the Poet Martial, for her beauty, in two of 
his Epigrams (54th of lib. xi. and Idth of lib. iv.) She was^ 
as we are informed by St. Clemens [| himself, mother to Linus^ 
the first Gentile Bishop of Rome, who is mentioned, with hef# 
in St. PauFs second epistle to. Tim. chap. iv. verse ^1. And il 
is a fact sufficiently interesting to observe on, by the way,, that 
the first Bishop of*^ Rome, and the imtnediate successor of Sti 
Peter, (if indeed he was ever Bishdp of that city,) was of 
British extraction ; and, not only so, but converted to Chris* 
tiatiity by St. Paul. Now€ we know the character of Chris- 
tianity ; we have witnessed the generous, the holy zeal, with 
which the females of our country have of late years exerted 
themselves, as the servants of their Anointed Master, in pro- 
moting the knowledge of his Gospel. It will, therefore, ap- 
pear quite natural to suppose, that Claudia would urge the 
Apostle to seize the opportunity which the return of the Bri* 

• lib. 3. d6 viti Martiiti. f Godwin de Prmul. ed. 1616. p. 8« 

^ See a charge of the Bishop Of St. David's tu^hls Clergy; and Henry's 
Hiat, of England, B. I. C. 2, §. 2, 
§ Spondan. An. 44. No. 8. 

I) If Sl Clement be the author of the Conttit. Apostol, See them in 
lib. vii. c. 47.; and see Bower's Life of Linus, among those of the Popes, 
Vol. 1. p. 46. ■ 

^ It is pleasing to remark, thiat we have early testimonies qf the confer*^ 
sion of British ladies to Christianity, «uah as that of Pomponia Qrtecina, th4 
wife of Plautius, a Lieutenant of the £mp6ror Cluudiitf* See Tacitui^ lib. 
xiii. c. 32. and Brotien 
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tUh Prince^ iri the ye^r 58, so aclmiraiily affbr4ed to pfeacli 
the GQspei, in obedience to the oonuiiisslon be had received^ 
%o the ^xU^mes of the Gentile worI4. " Depart, for 1 will seni 
thee far hence unto the Qeatiles.** (Acts xjiiL 21,) " I have 
set tiiee to |>e k Mght to the Gentiles, that thou shouljest 
" for sajvati^oh unto the ends of tJie earth.** (Acts xiii. 47.) 

EusetMus*"^ makes. the arrival bf St. Paul at Rohie, upon liil 
appeal to bise^a^, to have been A.D. 56 ; and St, Lukfe sayd. 
lActs x.xviii, 130.) inat he d1»ek there " tw6 whole yeafs:'^ 
thift, I think) clearly iinpli<^s, jtW he qaitted that city in the 
jrear 58, tlife ¥^y year upOn which the British Prince returned, 
to his native island; We hear Do more of St Paul in the book 
0f the Acts ; but we t^nn scarcely be at a loss to donjectur# 
(low that zealous Minister employed the remainder of his life ; 
he who, constrained as he was ** bjr the love of Christ" in 
ihe fbrmer part of it, eticounteked every posisibl)^ danger, "x>l 
** perib of waters, and perils of robbers; ty the heathen, ia- 
^< tke wilderaess, in the sea;'* And suffered repealled snip'* 
wrecks ; we are not at a loss, I sav, to discover, that pi^cbin^ 
'^'Jor hence Mixioi^g t^ie Gentiles,'^ that if , ^ a very great disA 
lance iroBi the Holy Land» forn^iied the continual ikipupation 0t 
his long and laboric^tis ministry*. 

. Two things a}>pear to i^e io fplloW tronii what has ^en said i 
the One, which seems to b«6 quite proved, isy that St, Paujk 

E reached Ei^land ; the other, which is most probohl&ia, tha(t 
e also pleached the Gospel in Ireland^ 
It may be useful shortly to rec^nitolatev with reference W 
Wh these pomts. As to the first-^the Fathers of the 
Church ar^ . our undoubted authorities that the Britons werck 
converted by an Apostle, *and the first English historian sajSj, 
that they were Christians before tlt^ ^eafeh of St Paul* 
Other fathers tell us, that this ardent Minister brought the 
iGospel to the Isles of the West; mid others expressly as* 
iert, that he planter! it in Britaki, The tJommission of St* 
Paijl, and the certainty of his Obeying that cOirtmi^sion, by 
tlie undertaking of frequent journeyings and voy^^i must 
compel us to admit, that. So far from omitting an opportu^ 
iaity so favourable as the return of the father of Caractacus 
affbrdedi he would strjun every nerv^ to go among natioi^ 
polluted by a Paganism which wsis one of the darkest an4 
the most saiiguinarv that has ever disgraced human naturer 
What waa all the wlolatry of Rome and Greefce, comparo4! 
to the immeiations of numbers 0€ infants^ at one sacrifice^ 
io Wodeir.^ The ^l itisb fkmaleas could not but deeply coo- 

• See this confirmed fiy several other autliotities. both of ttre iriost an- 
cient and also moderp, as quoted by the Bishop of David's* P^otciCsDt 
Retrospect, p. IB. 

D 
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trast those horrofs with thfe ^lorroUs liberfy of Christ, and 
^ould not fail to represent them, to 8t. Paul, in ail their 
♦wrriblfc atrocity. AVe now lose ifeight of him, at the precis* 
pferiofl *bf the tetdrning liomeWarcU of the British Prince ; 
iihd hear no ihofe of him in the sacrfed book : but the first 
writer (Clemens Romanus) that follows it conveys him to the 
Utmost bounds of the West ; and there we find him preach-' 
ing, when we look into the records of subsequent historians* 
The other point. is the probability df hid preaching in Ire- 
landi 1 would urge here the gr^at force of the word tUnmti 
which is that which is used by all the writers who hafe men- 
fiOned the extreine extent of the visits of St^ Paul to the 
West. Let us then take tip the map, and say; to what 
fart df the then known ni^ovld dofes this peculiarty strong, 
imd od^n repeait^d^ epithet apply, if not to Ireland? Ire-^ 
land was known to th^ Uomahs, by the report Of others; 
for Csesdr Speakis of its ditiiehiions.'* Ag&in, St 4 Paul 
preached thfe Gdspel " in the Islands^'* (()lufal^) " that lie iit 

the Odean and, yet more particularly, in the British 
J* a natn^ applied, by Csesar at>d others, jointly to 

Great Britain and Ireland. And, ind^d. When the love of 
Christ had constrained him to make a toyag^ so long, and 
iSo dang^roi^s, as that to Britain i^ertainly was, in those days 
Af imperfect navigation; his. ardour must have cooled, by 
^e influence of a northern atmosphferej if he neglected to 
cross the narrow strait of St. George's Channel, .which, ill 
dne plafee, is but 18 miles in breadth. 

It is a remarkabie circumstance, to be particularly noted 
fn this case, that ant improbability ari^ng from the distance 
of Ireland from the HoTj' Land, not only Danishes, as applied 
to St. Paul j but operates, with full force, the other way ; 
because^ as his commission was to preach salvation Jdr 
•* hencey* that is, far from the Holy Land, and " unto the eruh 
" of the earth," the more distant his journey was, and the 
nldre it Was stretched into the ends of the known world, 86 
much the more strictljr he obeyed the commapd. It is, there* 
fbre. for more probable that h6 preached the Gospel in Irew 
landy the utmost, bounds of the Westy as it was then known; 
(he "^Ultima Thtile," perhaps, of the Romans; and, certainly, 
^ne'of the ends" of the ancient wor)d ; than in any place 
nearer to Palestine, and eoncernmg which we have no autheo- 
ikt account of its having been the scene of his ministry. 
' The obvious and direct object of all this enumeration and 
reaisoning is, to sliew that it affords a probability, almost 
araounting to certainty, that Christianity had passed over te 

* Deb^o Gallico^ Lib. v. c. 13. 
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Ireland, long, very lon|^, before the vnlssion of St. Patrick thi- 
iher ; foi: full 280 years elapsed^ between the time when we 
find it certainly received into England, and the year when St. 
Patrick landed in this Island. No reason at atl tdnsistent with 
common sense can be given^ why, when an.Jntercour$e between 
the nations doubtless existed, such an innovation as the Chris- 
tion religion should not have been communicated from one Xo 
the other. People generally converse on that subject which 
interests them most ; and what could be so rooraentovis as this 
new vfew of Religion-«^one incomprehensibly beyond th^ aU 
tainment of natliral reason to acquire? That it was highly 
interesting, is at once proved by this historical fact, that it 
drove the bloody though fascinating mysteries of Qruidism 
into the holes and corners of' the sister Island. But, it wilt 
perhaps be said, the people were tdo busy with war in England 
to send out missionaries elsewhere. Tertullian, however, tel!^ 
iiSy that the places which w^re inaccessible to the Ucinjians^ 
Were visited by the Religion of Christ; so we find that, aT-^ 
though she 'was borne at first upon the eagle's wing, the dove 
Soared a^ierwairds to heights beyond the reach of the Romaii 
bird. Again,- it will be said, thaf, persecutiop was, in the eariy 
k^ds of Christianity, too busy ^ ^Uqw of §uch undisturbed 
leisure ^ might assist in the protnotipn of missionary sch>tiie8t 
but this worked quite the other way V it h^ct alp^y j^fcfaseil 
tSod. that the first great persecution of the ChurcV pf ^^^i'^t 
should have been converted, by his all-disposing providence^ 
it> 'pr6iiioie the pirculalion of the Religion of bis Son — But 
Saul niade havock of the church," &c. ; they, therefore, 
f< that «^#e dispersed went about preachihg the ivor4 or Qod,** 
(ActsViil. $f%.) t ahd it pleasibd him, ' a second tirqe, that oi|r 
poor reniiote Island should be indebted to the severe persecu- 
tions of the s^con'4 an4 third ages of the same Church, for the 
inception of fhaft bles^d Word. Jhis, then, was th^ time, 
when the good seed i^ras 90WQ ; and, I trust/ not all in unprofit^ 
able ground— this was the time wheqi the* land received, upon 
its bosom, a profuse sbXt^riQg of the precious wheat-— th^ 
fnemy had not yej* coo^e tP sow tlje tares* ■. . - ^ 

^. This leads me to the consideration of the secondj part of my 
-^•abject, to wit, wha^ vyt^s t^e character of that .Chrrslian dod-» 
trine, which, as we have demonstrated, was preached in thia 
^Bntrj before the arrival of St. Patriqk^ and probably much 
earlier; ilnd what wa» its nature at the time of the preaching 
vlutra of St. Patrick, the first messenger to this Island from 
j^Bmiey^aD event, tha^ took place in the year of our Lord ^SO,) 
dunnj; the succeeding early ages of time. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CW ASTTHOm jT 9F THK POP^, AND OF THE dHUllC^It, 

' I SHALL Commence with ^ v^ry inaportftnt circumstance, is^ 
^hich, indeed, k cannot be expected that Sic. PatricJv, bei^g 4 
Ipifsions^ry of- the 5ee of Rome, should so entirely agree with 

Cpl^mbkiH, and (hfe other ^ncient saints c^f th^ country, 
he didi in other points of doctrine-^I ifaem sulwdinatioa 
the Pope, and the Roman Churcii. I shall, therefore, treat ot 
i|; first,; an4 ^hev^ also, ffom St. Patrick's opinion upon tl^ 
point, tbit ^he authority of tl>e Pope, m his ttai^, yfsm y^yi 
mfFereiit indeed fVom wTiaf h is TO^^ 

It lias already been hinted t o yotr, that the first Chri^ti^ 
of Ireland paid very little regard to the. authority of th^ 
l^opcf; jn trutf^, tney went oii their own way, q.uite inde^ 
pendent of f\\tn; and not 6nly c^d not ask his advice in s^y 
iro^tters, buti wbeh^ver he took upon him tq interfere, tl>ey 
^ireqtly gave him' to understsind, that they owed him no ohe^ 
pence on accdunt of the ^huatioti he was beginning jto as^'" 
j^meTr-of jlead of the Chnre)^, As for infaiiibility, it. 
pot, at that tini^, thought ^, as wiH hereafter app^ear; and 
pe very unchai*! table dqqtrine, Uiat th^re if no salvation qiit 
|he Church of RotHe, was also not a^ yet dreamie^ of;; not 
yrm tha(' Church th'^ ' flailed, iior waes it thcuijghc to. be, ;e3;> 
j^u/siyely. Catholic, or unjverisali 

|n .th? early ages of the Chii^ch* th^ Pope wi|8 yecy far^ 
H^eed, ffom asspmrng th^ great authopity wfiieb be: a£|ep^ 
f\rardsj 4»4 ' "^^^ ^mbutf l?o^ie Gregory the Gneat declare^' 

that himiselfwas the Empetor^i 9eryant,Mind owed Wi^ 
y obedJence;!^ and " tlidt God had grven ihe Eknperoc power 
*' oyer priests, as weW af others:"* and the French, people; 
Jiave, tfierefore; at all times T^sjsfeed" the Popes) ohuhi$, 
5f ell of suprerDUcy,:as of inf^libttty ; with r^spijct tothe fii^, 
tliej decfere/ that t^e Kihg, ais^stted W CaMioil,*^d 

not the Pope, is^e Head of the Chmrcii in hii kfnodQm.rr}; 
And, with regard to the seqoifjd. tli^fise who took cJiegFces in 
tliftir univer&kies ^eve cphjjielted, ibli^mri)yy to deny ^heas 
Syjvius, who was 6ne df the' P<4>«s,^ pOiYfefii^^^^ tiiat thene lirts 
f« httle jespecii paid to Rome ^before the ^l^oene CcnuHalj'? 
'^d, ,in nne, i^h^h the Bislfop of Condtat^iiocf If-wt^ 
Jtjie. title of Uajve«a< Bishop, Pdpe^Gr^gdry ^trite^ of h^m,. say- 
ing, that ** Tie ivonders at thfe arroganceeof aMUnu«fg tIii»aeW - 

title, which nbne of th^ 0isl^^1d of |io)M baid eve]K> acocpCed 

• Ad Maurit, Lib. Hi.; Epist. 62. ^nd ad Theod. Lib. ni. ; '£pist.*«i^. 
f Claud. Fauchet, Lib de f Eglise Gallic, p. S34. Bocbeilus, Lib. 5. d« 
Ptcret £ccl. Gallic, tiu 20. ^nd FiUu^us dp pb. £ccL Gallic c. 5. 2, 15; 
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*' of; a title i>lasphemous to Christian ea.rs,"* and such as wa^ 
symptomatic or' the character of Antichrist. The authority 
of many other Pontiirs nii^lu he hrough^ jU) fihew, that the 
exclusive title of Cathohc, or UniversaLBififip]*! which is now 
^{i&d^Dl by the Roman Cathohc See, is an innovation on the 
am||^%t^hurch ; in fact, it was not spoken of until the year 
p28i nx^v confirmed to th^Pope, until 4he Emperor Phocas 
ponferred it, by an edict in the year 606* Add to aJl this, that 
the^^th Council of Carthage, 

claim of appeals: and he was bound* Q^roe canoM ,of .^be 
Church, and could not alter them^a fact whi^h caa be proved 
iky abundance of authority, even by that of several Popes 
jltjem selves, popes were sometimes nominated, as other Bii;- 
shoj^j^ very fre(|uently were, by Princes ;f and were often, and 
severely, cbecked, as the histories of France, Germany, Eng- 
land, ai>d other countries inform us, when they attempted to 
enQi oacb upon the authprities of the several states of Europe ; 
which they did of later d^ys, in a manner equally contrary ^ 
the practice of ancient tii>ies, and to the simple doctri|ia^[j|f 
prinn'tive Christianity. 

Even 8t. Austin liimself, when lie arrived in Enoland, as an 
jemissary from Rome, claimed tiie subordiiialion oi tlic churcli 
there, to the Pope, as the head of the IVcsivyn Church, and not 
as the Supreme Bishop of the Earth and this brings me to 
consider, how the P()))e was thought of ia ihese X^imUj MrbiQ* 
jSt. Austin and St. Patriciv arrived. 

The first Christians in Ireland did not look up to the Pope, 

£r to any other foreign person, as their spiritual head. We 
a-ve already seen this to be so in the case of the Culdecs, and 
f ven the authority of Archbishops of the country wa^ dij^al* 
lowed within the district of their Ab)}Ots jurisdiction ; -jiyiil^jj^j 
Jt'^igr^ate.r part of Ireland was govern^. I^y ^i>^PB9i jp iWN^ 
fA^k^ patters, It will be more material to Bfaew wbi^fe'Wi^i^ 
pase, where they were concerned. .^.^ 

It may surprise some of you, my dear fellow count^'Wii^ 
who have heard such an uproar about giving the King qft If^i^ 
land the Veto, in the appointment of Homaa CalhoHc Bis^cjps, 
^0 know, th«t it was not until above 600 years after St- Patrick 
first latided in Ireland, that the Bishop of Rome, as Pope, took 
jjpon him to interfere in their appointment in Ireland. The 
Irish Bishops were in general elected by the rest of the Clergy, 

- • Svo']'>o\\er'.s T>ife of (Gregory I. ; and lii'. louers, cSrc, as (here quoted. 

f See Father Paul, ami Columb. ad JHiU. on ihe modeol electing bishops; 
their authorffie9» padsim^ 

i, J^ede Hist, and J^iniesoa's Hist, of the Culdees* p. 77. 

§ "tVe shall find, hereafter, that St. Columbkill, and some of his successors 
in thtt Abbey Qf lona, were declared, and ac^ed, as ^rimatea of Iceland ijuaidi 
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with the approbation of the Iri^h Chieftains, no more being re- 
quired in their appointment, until the reign of Henry II., King of 
England; and the See of Armagh itself, so far from being con- 
ferred by the Pope, so far' from 'any interference existing on 
the part of that Pontiff, in early times, was for nearly ^00 years 
kept in the possession of one family, who contrived that it 
should descend in several instances from .father to son ; dis- 
regarding alike the right of election, which the Clergy pjos- 
sessed, and the desires of tl>e Head of the Roman Catholic 
Churcih* 

With respect to the Prelates of Dublin, this See, as well 
those of Waterfcyrd and Limerick, was erected by the Danes^ 
)f we take tip the ancient Letters of the Irish} which are pub- 
lished in Usher's Sylloge, we shall find abundant matter to 
shew, that the Bishops of those Sees disclaimed all depend- 
ence on that of Amiagh, and. professed obedience immedi* 
ktely to CanterbiTry — perhaps because the connection be- 
tween Norway and this Island was done away. See this pub- 
^ licly declared in documents of the years 10^4, 1085, 1095, 
1096, J 122, and 1140 (pages 118, ^rc. and 165.) The 25th 
letter was one sent with a person who had been elected in 
Dublin, to be Bishop, requesting the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury to consecrate him, according to custom ; a custom ac- 
I^nowledged in letters 27 and 28, which were written A.D. 
1081, by the Archbishop in reply. In the 40th, written A.D: 
1122, the people of Dublin write to Ralph, the Prelate of 
Canterbury, and complain of the Bishops of Ireland, especially 
him of Armagh, being angry with them, because they would 
" not obey their ordination, but always desired to be under 
" his dominion." In the S9th letter, Anselm, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, ArD. 1110, writes to the Bishop of Dublin, de- 
siring htm not to- carry his dross before him, because that is 
the exclusive privilege of Archbishops, who h'a^e received a pall 
from Rome. The Prelates of Dublin were £hen only Bishops ^ 
and Gregory, who died in th^ year 1161, was the first Archbi- 
shop of that city. 

But, indeed, the other Bishoprics, which wei'e erected by 
natives, were equally independent of Rome ; their Bishops were 
elected, as I have said before, by tlie Clergy, and were c6n-< 
secrated by each other. Giraldus Camb.rensis, who accom- 
panied Henry II. to this country, informs us,f " There were 

no Archbishops in Ireland, but the Bishops only did conse- 
« crate each other; untilJohn Pi^yrio, the Pope's Legaite, 

came thither, not many years back." (A.D. 1152.) He 
brought four pall$, the vestment of an Archbishop, into lire-^ 

• Harris's Ware, p. 54. ; and OXonor, p. 9. f TojKJg. distific, iii, <r. 17, 
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latid : the same is s&rd in Pembridge> AnnaU 6f Ireland, (s 
Camden edit.) ; speaking of Gelasius, an Irish Primate, in the 
tlvelfth century, ne says, " He is first said to be Archbishop, 
^ because he first used the pall ; others before him were only 
*^ called Archbishops ^d Primates by name, in reverence and 
« honour of St. Patrick/' Bernard, in his life of St. Malachy, 
says, accordingly, that the Metropolitical See of Armagh al-» 
.ways wanted a pall. Finally, St. Patrick, in his Epistle to 
Coroticus, and at the cenimencement of his Canons, calls him- 
self, simply. Bishop^ With respect to the election of Bishops 
by the Clergy, the very Pope Celestine I., who sent St. Pa- 
trick to Ireland, ordains, in his Epistles to the Bishops of Vi- 
enna and Narbonbe, that the ancient mode of election should 
be adhered to. (Columb* ad Uib. p. 30 and 72, and authori- 
ties there.) This writer shews, (p. 81.) that the Irish Annals 
expressly declare, that the Irish Clergy always elected and 
consecrated their own Bishops, without the Pope's knowledge ) 
This continued until the arrival of Paparo, in the year 1152. 
And thus also it was in Scotland and in Man ; in the former of 
these places, the year 904 was the first time that a Bishop of 
St. Andrews went for consecration to Rome and those of 
Man were elected by the Clergy, and sent, when the Danes 
possessed Armagh, to be consecrated there, and afterwards to 
the Metropolitan of Norway.f And, indeed, to bring the 
point vet nigher, thus it was with the Pope himself. We 
know now he is elected still ; and history will inform us, that 
originally all orders of the Clergy voted individually at the 
election, and this so late as the twelfth century. The suffrage 
of the delegates of the people was also required.^ 

We see now, my friends, in what way this great point of 
churcKdiscipline— the i^ppointmenc of Bishops — was conducted 
in Ireland : let us take a very short survey of Religion in Great 
Britain, in the early ages ; that we may see of what nature 
the authority of the Pope, or of his church, and the interfer- 
ence of either, was at that time. And, first, let us hear 
how the Bishop of Rome addresses the first English Christian 
King, Lucius, about the year 170; in that age of humility, 
which long preceded the time when the Roman Pontiff* called 
himself Gods Vicar upon Earth. " You have lately, by Di- 

vine mercy, received the law, and faith of Christ ; you have 
^* with you in the kingdom both the New and Old Testament, 
" whence, by the advice of your Peers, and the Council of 

your kingdom, you may select holy and blameless laws ; 

Henry*s Hist, of EngUnd, ii. 179. Dublin edit. 1789, and Boethius. 
f Columb. 3d letter on Libei ties of Irish Cburcli, p. 44. 
\ Columb. ad Hib. 38, on the mode of appointing Bishops in Ireland, 
'{root ^arotiiusi and Father Paul. 
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^ :*ihich tn&y he et\^6ted, Ak& not* Ky. afi^^ foreiH/ 

but by -yow ow« autborit5r, tthe are God *8 Vicar in yo\rt 
«* own jcir^dom, and r^preseni hi^ power to your' people*"* 
This tjokai itid€|»ehd6nce -in the Britisli natitm continued fbV 
^veral years : we find, before the year 400, Pdagius, tb^ ^e*it 
author of die' Pelagian heresy, and by bir^ a Britott, reftising 
to anpj^r bfi^fore tfad Pope, when iiited to go to Home; ^le&ng 
that Bfkiiiii wa& heither iii the Diocese/or Province ^(ihe Pnn-^ 
tiff. It is notv therefore, surpriisiiig that ftti in>v^tei«te resist^ 
-ance -sh^^ld be made to St* Ati^m, who* came to ^tilMiah a 
sfttrituai despotism of the Pope liver England : the ^jppdsitiod 
was lorig i»)ntiiiued, and severe; and the spirit was k^t alivlj 
by the bat^, jn such strains as this of Talie8#tti, ifie igmkMi 
British Poet, whb flourished ^t that time i— 

'* Wo »;p ta that Prfest ybohie» 
** Tt>dt \vi)rit0t cleanly weed his corned 
And preacb bis di»rge amotrg ; 
«' >\^o be to the shepherd. (J sa^,) . 
Ttut wiil not watch bis fold al^vay, 
** As to hi» office doth belong-^ 
« Wo be to him diat doth not keepb 

From Romish wdlves his she^e» • 
" 'With fttaflfe, «tid weapon stm^; 

lihe original is in the Chronicle of Wales, p. 254; f ^ In hiii 
even to this day, says St. Bede in the y eat 731, •* it rs the 
" manner of the Britons," (the ancient Britons, who at this time 
were driven into Wales,) " to hold the faith and religfdn of 

the English," who hati pwt themselves imder St. Austin, **ih 
" no accoant at all; nor to communicate with them in anf 
" thmg no more than with Pagaiis," (Bede Eccl. hist. L?b. ih 
c. m) ' " - 

Again, we have K strong ptocrf of the independehce of tbfe' . 
British on the Romish Church, in the tdne tvith which ''tCinjg 
Edgar spoke to bis Clergy, who were Roman Catholics, evt^n 
after they were admitted, or had forced themselves ipto Eng- 

' * • ,rfetTtes. Rep* Casd of Fnsmt p. 245, refers to thi^ lettef; 

f It is a matter well worthy of our notice, and botb amusing and iostnie- 
.tive, to cDinparetbis Poem with theX.etter of the present Pv^e Pius Vll. Hi 
Jik9 Clergy of his persaa<iion in Ireland. Mutato norbine de te fabula nar- 
,raturi J'-ays Horace. One might even fancy the Pope to have had the expreii- 
$ipns of the Bard in his view. Tah'essin denounces against the soii-ing of 
tares among the vrheat-i^so does Pope Pius VII. He concludes with rousing 
the shepherds to the care of their flocks^ so does Twpe Pius warn them iii 
guard their flocks from the -wolves vchd eome in shte^'idntUing." But 
mark, my friends, the difference; it is M Once curious and qf vital iingort-^ 
artcel The Priests whom l*a1iessin ahiniated against St. Austin, ^-ho was 
jent fcom Rome, and U'ho at that time was the enemy which sowed the tar^s, 
were tl)e ancient Priests of the old Reh'glon of the country, the professors of ' 
which old Religion are now-a>days stiled eneoiie* bj the Pope; 
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land, baviog driven the old Religion to the fastnesses of Wale^ : 
I have Constantine's sword in my hands, and you have Pe- 
ter*s in yours; let us join right hands, and combine sword 
with sword, that we may put the lepers without the camp, 
" and purify the sanctuary of the Lord meaning, " We 
have all the power that is sufficient within ourselves." And, 
agreeeibly with this, the laws of Saint Edward commence with 
a. protestation, assertinff the exclusive authority of the King^ 
over all his subjects in tne church. 

It is not my intention, as it would be somewhat foreign to 
my purpose, to give an account of the gradual increase of en- 
croachments upon the liberties of the English Church, which 
were made by that of Home ; and the elastic resistance with 
which they were checked, and at length, with a wholesome, 
violence, entirely thrown off; by means of which the consti- 
tution of the church recovered its sanity at the Reformation, 
recoiling against the unnatural pressure, as the constitution of 
the body frequently does,, by the mere strength of nature, 
against the attacks of fever. ♦ The native temper of the English 
Church was too pure, to be broken by a force which was, 
however, sufficient to bend it. Although William conquered 
Britain under a banner consecrated by a Pope, and admitted 
of his legates and his palls, and gave him money, he refused 
him fealty and authority, and prevented an appeal to Rome— 
although the imprudent murder of the turbulent Becket gave 
a pretext to the ecclesiastics for sedition, and the dastardly 
John yielded aa abject submission to the Pope, the disgrace 
lasted but a moment, and, throughout the entire struggle, from 
the first landing of St. Austin to the Reformation, that Pontiff's 
authority was always denied by British Kings, by British Par- 
liaments, by the English people, and, frequently, even by Ec- 
clesiavtical Councils — for the English Church rejected with 
disdain the cah9n8 of the second Council of Nice, A.D. 680, 
respecting images. ** Even when the Pope's Supremacy was 
" most exalted here,'- (says Dr. Ayloffe, in his Parergon, p. 127,) 
before a new Bishop, ap[>ointed by a Papal Bull, was given the 
temporalities of his See, he was to appear before the King, 
*^ and rendunce every thing, in those Bulls, which might be 
" prejudicial to the crown, or contrary to our laws."- Of the 
Scots the Ecclesiastical historian, Mosheim, writes tlius:— 
« The ancient Britons, and Scots, persisted long in the main- 
tenance of their religious liberty, and neither the threats, 
nor the promises of the legates of Rome, could engage them 
to submit to the decrees and authority of the ambitious 

* Dafiet' Rep. ub. tup.; Bishop of St. Dcvid*! Cawrgc^ P* I'*; 

Us. Brit. £cc. Antiq. 
f See Dav. ub. 9up. 
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Poniilf. as appears inamfestly from the testimony of Bede/' 
Spotipwood, the Scottish historian, brings evidence of the 
saitie truth ;* and relates the wans with the English that 
followed, in consequence of m attempt to brjr^ in the neir 
faith. 

I have already mentioned, that the reason of Sending the 
first Homan Missionary, Palladius, to Scotland, was to set the 
people right in their ChHstfan faith— to the Scotch, believ- 

Ing ii> Christ, hut not rightly so, was Palladius sent.^ In 
fact, in one ancient and similar opinion, the ancient Briton», 
the Scotch, and the Irish agreed; and upon thene old tenets^ 
there wa^ something, more <Tr less, of innovation imposed by 
. the three first great emissaries firoro Ron>e ; but much more 
by St. Austin than tire rest, and, therefore, he was the worst 
received of the three. This agreement between these three 
nations will appear by extracts from a letter of Laurent i us, art 
assistant of Aus^in.f " We know the Urilons; we thought 
" the Scots/' (meaning as well the North Britons, m the Irish, 
who were bpth called Scots at that day,) '* were better than 

they; but we learned, by Bishop Dagamus coming into this 
*^ Ireland) and Abbot Columbanos comii>g into France, that 
*^ the ScQ(s did differ nothing from the &*itons in their con- 
" rersaticHn.'' This Dagamus was an Irish Bishop ; and Lao- . 
r{^nti^s speaks, m the letter, of the Scots that did inhabit Ire- 
Imnif m well as of those of Scotland now so called. 

To returo to Ireland. Althoup^h St^ Patrick did, in some 
4^ee, preaph the Supremacy ot Borne, (the only innovation 
of the kinci which he did preach,) we must remember thatthi» 
pretence of Supremacy was very difi^reot then from what it 
afterwards became, in Its character and eifects, nor was it stfled 
' imiversid for above 100 yearsiif^ervrards. In speakii^ of the 
llead and foundation of tlte Church, Sedulius, an Irish Divine 
of the year 490, asserts, that, by tl>e word, ' roi;i>dation/ is meant 
^ Christ;'' and, quoting Is. xxviiL 16, says, that **it is certain 

by the stone Christ is 84gnified."J * And Claudius, A.D. 815, 
expounding JMatr xvi. 18, ** Upon this rock will I build my 

Churrf),'' while he says, that Christ granted unlo Peter " a 

participation of his own name, that from Petra, "(the rock,) 
" he should be called Peter,** he declares, that " other founda- 
** lion pan no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Christ 
" Jesus r (»n Mat. Lib. ii.) he likewise tells us, " tliat St. 
" P|iul did not esteem himself inferior to St. Peter, because 

both of them were, fc/y one, ordained unto one and the same 
" mtnislrjr;** St. Peter having ♦* had a Primacy given him 

over the circumcision/* and St. Pa^l eyex thq GeiUil^s ;5 

• Hitt p. 12. t Bcde^ Libir ii.c 4. i edvl^in. 

S la GalEL ik 
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who, for that very reason, indeed, has the better claim of 
the two to hie Head of the Gentile Churches, as well of 
Rome, as of all the Western world* In fact, St. Peter was so 
far from being considered as being the foundation of the Gen- 
tile Church, that, not only are St. Paul and St. John, (who, by 
the way, together with st. James, is called in the En. to the 
Galalinns. ii. 9- a pillar of the Church, as well as St. Peter,) 
but, in a hymn, which was composed to the honour of St. Pa- 
trick, by pne of your most Catholic Saints, St* Seachlin, (or 
Secundinus,) about the year 448, our Irish Apostle praised 
in these words: He is constant in the fear of God, and im« 
moveable in the faith ; upon him the Church is builded, 
on Peter;" and, again, *< Christ hath chosen him to be hia 
Vicar on Earth." Were the Pope at that time what he 
since has been, in the consideration of the Irish, we should 
not, my friends, httve found a person of such holiness and im- 
portance as to be sainted after bis death, thus dare to assert 
that St. Patrick was Christ's Vicar; this would be heresy ia 
the estimation of your Clergy now ; but theo it i^as ithe com- 
mon way of thinking. Accordingly the See of Armagh ia 
called, in 1014, by another Roman Catholic writer, " the C'tie 
Apostolic of this land;"* and even the Bishop of Kildare iA 
called the highest Priest and highest Bishop; names which 
cfould not now be applied among you tc^ any city but Rome, 
or to any person but the Pope, without mcurring the danger of 
excommunication, or heavy fine. The name of Pope itself, in 



in the early ages of Christianity ; but it is unimportant to u&to 
dwell more upon this point hereof llie first Bishop of Ar- 
maeh who was appointed by Papal provision, was Egan Mac- 
GilTividir, in the year 1 206 ;t and this was only oti the oppor« 
tunity which presente<l itself of deciding a contested election; 
and it would scarcely have been attempted, were not the mean 
spirited John upon th« dirone at that time; and even that 
cowardly Prince resiisted the attempt, until hi^ was pacified by 
a payment; made to htm, of three hundred marks otsilver^ and 
Chree of gokl. 

To return to your ancient Saints, St. Columbkill, iindl 
others; let us eicamine in what degree they indivi^lually 
esteemed the authority of the Bishop of Home, I shall ex« 
tract the following facts f^om a very curious,, and very scarce 

. * Cx vetust. ffod, Eoc. Armadi^ See Usher's Relij^ion of Ancient 
Irish, p. 75. 

f Si. Jerome says, that the Bishop of any other See is eqiull to that of 
J^ome— EpisU ad Evagritim. See the Holy Scriptures heiv— Mat. 1$. 9S 
%nd 26. Mark z. 42siud ^9. and Luke zxii. S5 andnttf. 

4 X>*Cou. m Columbuntiii's ith let. p. iV. 
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book, written by a Roman Catholic of the name of JL.ynch:* 
he informs us, and the same fact is told by many others, that 
St. Columbkill was excommunicated by the then Pope, as was 
also another Saint, entitled Uomualdus; but they disclaimed 
the Pontiff's power, disobeyed his commands, and protested 
against this exercise of authority. The reason of this excom- 
munication is material to us ; it was because Columbkill obsti<- 
nately persisted in holding the old faith, which had been 
jiandcd down to him from his ancestors, who had received it 
from the disciples of St. John ; it was because he refused to 
admit of the authority of the Church of Rome to decide points 
of dispute ; it v(as because, rejecting the infallibility of the 
Pope, be made strong battle against the attempts that were 
^hep making to alter the form of the old Religion of the covin* 
try. The Saint himself wrote to the Sovereign Pontiff Boniface, 
to bid him beware of deviating from the true faith, and even of 
heresy ;f so far was he from allowing his infallibility ; as for the 
usurped power of excommunication, it was not only opposed 
by him ; but Lynch, in speaking of the transaction, asserts, 
that the assumption of it was the commencement of the ruin 
of Ireland, 

Saint Columbkill, St, Colman, St. Aidan, St, Adamnan; St, 
Pinan, or Fin-barry, and others, were in discipline altogether un* 
connected with Rome; they were Presbyters, or Priests; they 
were Abbots, and not Bishops, and all Bishops were subject to 
them in their districts,^ The Bishop, indeed, of lona, the 
Island of St, Columbkill^^ was elected by the Monks of the 
Mongstery, and consecrated in it.|| Fordun says, that " be«- 
^* fbre the conning of palladius, the Scots had, as teachers of 
" the faith, ^nd administrators, only Presbyterians, and 
" Monks." Tliis they took from their founder, St, Columbkill ; 
and lye have already seen that his Church differed also in the 
mode of tonsure, and in their liturgy, and offices, from the 
Church of Rpme. 

With respect ^o St, Coli|mbkill» indeed, there exist testi* 
monies of an extraordinary^ degree of pre-eminence attaphed to 
him ; he is not only called, by Colgan, (p, 498,) " the Primate 
*« of" the picts and Scots ;" but he was declared, at a Council, 

the Primate of all the Irish Bishops.'' This title was .conti-? 
nued for some years to his successors, the 4bhots of lona;, 
and, as such, St. Adamnan presided a( a Synod which was 
hoklcn A,D. 695.^ * 

AliihiD, Sr. Maloes, 1664. p. 75* Vide 0*Con. 53. and Bower, 
f O'CoB. Res*. Hib. Skrip. Epis. Konc, cxxziv., and Noie; (lud Bower 
ft, p. 486. 

I Jamiw, Hist of Culdees, p. 9.2. from Sax. Chron. and Bede. 
$ Jam. p. 49. from An. of Ulster. 



jj Coiumb. ^d leuer, p. 44. 



^ See ^ith*B l^ift af (^ol |5g, 




I have already sfwken of the Council assembled at Whitby^ 
and the controvers}' between 8t. Colman and Wilfred, about 
the celebration of Kaster. It was holden in ibe year 664-, long 
af\er Rome had sent emissaries both to England and to Ire- * 
land; and a slight detail of the events connected with it 
will shew, how very independent of Rome the Irish Church 
was, both at the time when the Council was holden, and also 
in times still more ancient.* St. Colman, who was called 
from Lindisfarne, but originally from the Island of lona, to be 
Archbishop of York, having asserted that the mode of cele- 
brating Easter, which he had received from his fathers, was 
derived from St. John, declares thus : " We with the saxne 

confidence celebrate the same, as bis disciples Polycarpus 
" and others did; neither dare we, for our parts, neither will 
** we change this.** Wilfrid accused him thus, that, " out of 

the two utmost Isles of the Ocean, he and his party did fight 
** with the whole world.** The issue was, that the King was 
terrified with the threats of Rome ; but Colman was not to be 
moved; and, taking with him such as rejected the Easter of 
the Roman Catholic Church, and their tonsure, &c, returned 
back to Scotland; and Smith, in his Life of Columba, says» 
that he retired to Ireland ; where he built some Monasteries. 
Wilfrid was then made Archbishop ; but, as he would not re- 
ceive consecration from the Bishops of the Britohs, or of the 
Scots, ho went beyond seas for the purpose. In the mean 
time, Oswi, the King, whose heart was with the old Religion, 
appointed a most religious servant of God/ and an admired 
*^ Doctor that came from Ireland," named Ceadda, to the See 
of, York in his stead.f 

It is of no importance to carry this'bistory further ; it is 
enough to remark, that the ancient doctrines of Christianity had 
been derived from other sources than the See of Rome, and 
had been commonly received throughout these Islands, when the 
Roman Catliolic opinions were first preached therein ; and to 
admire the noble, steady, disinterested conduct of St. Colman, 
who resigned his See, rather than his religious tenets. Does 
not this nistpry coavince you, my fellow countrymen, that you 
are much deceived by those of your Clergy who telt-you, that 
theirs is the old Religion of this Island ? Do you not see, in 
this example, jiow little was the command of the Pope, the au- 
thority of his Church, or the infallibility of either^ thought of 

• Beda Lib. in. Hist. cap. 25. 

f Usher's Rcltgion" of the Aticietit Irish, c. ix. and z. The MS. of 
FHdigod. Vit.^ Wilfrid, in. Bib. Cot. is tlms: — 

** Nos seriem patriam. non frivola scripta tenemus ; 

♦« Discipulo eusebii,**. (vel sancti,) Polycarpo dantt Johannis^ Ac. Ac. 

<*• Atqii^ nefas dixit, si qujs contraria iKiit ■ ' 
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during the first ages of Cbristianitv in this land? The sub- 
ject of the dispute above-mentioned may jiot have been mate- 
rial towards the settling of doctrine which was essential to life 
• everlasting; but, for' that very reason, I press it the stronger 
here, to shew how little the Pope was thought of: for, had I 
begun with a point of mere consequence towards salvation, it 
might be said, that it was the importance of £he tenet, and not 
the disregard and j^ousy of Papal authority, that gave 
rise to the opposition. And here let me ask you, is it not most 
strange in the leaders of your Churchy now-a-days, to deny to 
the King a Veto on the nomination of your Bishops, after their 
election, when it was enjoyed by the Kings of England, 
and of Ireland, upwards of a thousand yearsj before the He* 
fotmatipn took place. 

We shall find in the history of St. Bede, how others of your 
ancient Saints, as St. Aidan, and St. Finan, (or, as^it is now 
corrupted, St. Fin-Barry,) agreed with St. Colman, and St. 
Columbkill, in thinking for themselves, upon the above-ipen- 
ItoneLi matters of dispute.* And now, let me press one point 
here, which is remarkable, and proves, that in the time of 
Bede, the Church of Rome bad by no means assumed the high 

' tone which her Clergy have since done» declaring, as they now 
do in the face \)f the very Gospel of Christ, tliat salvation 
could not be had out of it. St. Bede, who was of her com<^ 

^ iQunion, so far from telling us that $t. Colman, St. Aidan, or 
St. Finan, must be damned for opposing the opinion of the 
Pope, and of- his Church, actually lavishes upon them as much 
admiration as the best friend they have among their country- 
men now is taught to do from his youth. He gives, especially^ 
to St. Colman, the ^eatest credit for his conduct ; and tells 
us, tl>at by the minititry of Aidan, who was sent for by King 
Oswi, in the year 635,t the kingdom of Northumberland, or 
indeed all Bernicia, which included both that county and Dur- 
)mn», were recovered from Paganism^ to which it had of late 
returned. There was no trace of Christianity there, says 
Bede4 until -the coming of those hoty men. He also informs 
us, that, by means of St. Finan, and St. Dimna, and other 
Missionaries from Ireland, the same was done i^ Essex, Mid- 
dlesex, and almost all the central part of England, at that time 
calied the kingdom of Mercia, as well as in other psrti» of tbe 
country. Rapin, in his History of England, says,^ It is sur* 
^ prisingly strange, that the conversion of the English should 
be ascribed to Austin, rather than to Aidan, lo Ftnan, to 
Colman, t6 Cedd, to Dimna, and the other Scottish" (or 

Iris))) *' Monks; who undoubtedly lab^ored much more 

* JBcd. Hist. Lib, Ui. tlirfmghmK. 

f Udw. SS. I Liix iu^c;2. f Fgl I^ond. 1712, p,»^ 
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abundantly than he." <^ Btfinre the Beoediotiaea wewr spMid 
over the Island, the Monks of St Columba attended/' 
This subject might be much extended by matter exceedingly 
interesting. And here it may be pleasing to remark, that Ire* 
land not only sent out her teachers^ to England* but to the rest 
of Europe, from whence Christianity had been scared by per* 
secution. It is enough fbr me to refer to the atitbentic hia* 
tories of St. Columbkill, and of St* Kiiian, who both worked in- 
these Missionary labours; to mention the famous Alcuiniiat 
the tutor of Charlemagne, who vigorously opposed the canona 
of the second Council of Nice ; and Vergiliua, who was madit 
Bishop of Saltzbure by King Pe|pin,f and who was proscribed 
by the Pope Zacnary, fbr Biaiotaining that the earth is a 
^lobe. In fine, so many were the Mkteioiiariea from Ireland 
mto Europe, upon the revival of the Christian Religion, after 
the times of persecution, that a writer observes, that all^foreiga 
Saints, ^hose origin cannot be traced in the comitries of Francet 
Italy, &c. are supposed to have come from Ireland, or from 
Scotland.^ 

But to return t6 our subject : St. Bede tell us, that the afore* 
said Saints and others were sent from Ireland, and fron^ Scotland, 
to England, for the above-mentioned purposes. We have seen 
that many of them opposed the See of Rome ; let us then ad- 
mire the liberality of tnose'^early Christians, and let it be a mo* 
tive to us to cease from that doctrine, the peculiar disgrace of 
the Popish Religion, which, calling itself Catholic, but without 
any peculiar right to^ that name, excludes all from the hope of 
salvation who do not die in its faith. It is said by EusebiuSi 
of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, ^nd Anioetus, Bishop of Rome, 
who flourished In the second century, that they entirely differed 
from each other in the times of observing Easter, and other 
ceremonies of the Church ; yet the former admitted the latter 
to administer the Eucharist in iiis Church. The system of 
exclusion was equally unknown in oup Islands. St Bede says 
of St. Aldan especially — " Although kccould not keep Easter 
' contrary to the manner of them which had sent them, yet i 
he was diligent to perform the work of faitli, and godliness, 
and love, according to the manner used by aU holy men.'' 
And aeain, ^< he commended his doctrine to all, by living ac* ; 
•* cording to his precepts." He says, that these men were 
honoured by the Bishops of the opposite faith, who addressed 
them, in their letters, thua^<* To our L^ds, and most dear 

• It it «aid that th» Iridi brought tiNnr leUvn into Britain «t this tim?» 
and hMcm the sanilnritx between them nod tb« 3«xoo cbara^^* Sitt here 
iSir Thomes Aitle on the origin of writing, 1 li, ^c, 

f Us. SyL Epiit. Hib. p. 131, &c. 

I 8^ « note in initl^'e life of $t. Colundl^Ull, p. 45. 
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brethren, the Bishops and Abbots,"* ^'c. Jonas, alsd, in hiV 
Life of Columba, (c* 1.) observes, of Irehand, " It was a na- 
"^tion, although without such laws as governed other people,^ 
" flouristied in the vigour of Christian doctrine, so .as to ex- 

ceed the fkitli of all the neighbouring nations." 

Our Saviour especially enjoins thus to the disciples of his 
humbling doctrines : " Neither be ye called Masters, for one 
«< is your Master, Christ (Mat. xxiii. 10.) and St. Paul acknow- 
ledjges, that oth^r foundation do man can lay« but that which 

IS laid) which is Christ Jesus." 1 Cor. iii. 2. Th^se Saints of 
Ireland, then, although they might Well contend, with the disci- 
ples of St* Peter, their claim to the Apostleship of tha^^e who 
were Gentiles, and ant Jews, since they read that ^' the Goi^pd 
" of the uncircumcision was committed" ^eciallv unto St. 
Paul^ (Gal. ii. 7.) stopped not to dispute about foolisn genealo- 
gies, but taught the truth of Christ's Gospel to all who needed 
their instruction. Nor were the truly pious of the Roman Ca- • 
tholic Chuirch jealous of their labours ; nor did these latter as 
yet claim the possession of the only keys to that door, of which 
Christ himself has said, Knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you." (Mat. vii, 7. See Rhemish version.) 

Not to enter into an invidious exposure of your Chi^rch, its 
weak claim to infallibility, universiEditY> and exclusive salvation ; 
and without dwelling upon its divisi^Sjf which, of themselves, 
make it forfeit a right to all these attributes; ! shall close this 
head, with a very short history of its gradual encroachments 
Cowards the enormous power which it now possesses in this 
land. 

I do verily believe, and am persuaded, thati had the See of 
Rome conhnued to have been always as mediate m its pre- 
tensions as it was in the year 4d0> when St. Patrick arrived 
here, it would have troubled the Island but very little, afler it 
was well satisfied, that the entire country embraced Chris- 
tianity; for we find it scarcely interfering with Religion here, 
until long atler the time when the Danes burned and pillaged* 
the great Cities and Colleges every where in the Island, and 

* Indeed, St. Bede wrote his third Book in praise of the Culdees. (Ledw. « 
p. 65. • 

f There hare hcen soraetimes two, nay, three Popes at a time. Look into 
a writer of the Church, the author of •* 11 Cardinalihtno di Santa Chiesa," P. 
i. Lib. ii. p. 164 — from which translate the following sentence. " Anumgst 
« all the' chii relies that have been hitherto in th^ world, there never ha*. 
*' been found any so subject to revolutions, changes^ and confusions, as 
** the I^oman Church; co many anti-BopM, such schisms, sach, heresi^^ ^iich 
•* events, such disputes, such confosions; so many suspensioBS. of Cduti-^ 
*< cils, so many persecutions of Pontics, such i^lse opinions, aiich univCirsat. 
*< scaniials, such tyrannies within and withouti so mauy iotaHint Wai^ ^'Qiosg 
*' the Ecclesiastics, such hatreds." . . ' 4 
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when tliey were finally expelled ia the year lOCH, left ever; 



then to revive, until about the year 1172; tvhen it had so far 
recovered as, by the accounts of .all historians, to be in a more 
prosperous state at that time, and for 100 years afterwards, 
than it had been from the ninth century, until of very late years. 
The Popes Adrian IV. and Alexander III. cast, therefore, a 
longing eye upon it, as ti very fit and proper place into which 
to introduce' not only their power, but the very lucrative tax 
of a certain sum upon every dwelling, called in those days 
Peter's pence. They, accordingly, wrote very pretty and 
pious letters to Henry the II., King of England ;* arid, although 
there was nmch said of Christian pity, for the ignorant Irish, 
in their encouragements to that Fhrince to go and make war 
againt t^em, and spIU their blood, and subdue their country^ 
a great deal more is said of Peter's pence. At length Adrian, 
most impudently, gives or rather sells Ireland to King Henrys 
by a bull ; and this was the first acknowledged usurpation made 
upon you by a Pope ; S[elling you, like the cattle of the soil, 
without tlie shadow of a right ; and, under the pretence of love 
for your immortal souls, autliorising the butchering of your 
bodies ; enforcing an exorbitant tax, (for a penny then was of 
as high a value as two shiHings and sixpence is now,) by arro« 
gance, accompanied with hypocrisy, and with cruelty. 
* I do not love to dwell upon this subject ; but there is a fkct 
which 1 cannot conceal from you. A Pope, successor to 
Adrian, surpassed him in bold pretensions, and actually sold 
Ireland to the Emperor of Germany, Charles V. ; and after- 
wards to Philip IL, King of Spain ; authorising them both to 
go and make what civil wars among you they pleased. And, 
some short time after\yards, A.D. 1643, Pope Urban issued to 
the entire of Ireland, " a full and plenary indulgence, and' 
" absolute remission of sins," to all persons who will "fight 
agaiiist the " heretics, and other enemies of the Catholic 
" faith."f These heretics, my friends, wore your own fellow 
countrymen ; who, many of them, influenced by the principles 
of the Bible, difiered from the Church of Rome in their views 
of Religion ; and were, therefore, given over, by the Pontiff, 
to indiscriQiinate slaughter; under the premium, upon their 



The turbulence of the Pope's own legates in Ireland, 
somewhat afterwards, was so great, that Rinuncini received a 
letter from the entire confederated body of Roman Catholics, 
assembled at Kilkenny, " exhorting him to depart from a 

* See Usher's Syl. Let. 46 and 47. f See State Trials, toI. i. p. 46ff. 
\ Parr's Life of Usher, p 5^. 
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kingdom so long hsurassed by his factious turbulence mip 
a kingdom, also, most lamentably changed from its ' formier 
.noble independence. This legate indeed did depart ; but one 
hundred and fifty years have passed since that event, and these 
years have been actively occupied by the friends of the See of 
Kome, to niake their party good. By these persons the Reli- 
gion of the Bible has been kept from you ; its professors were 
jblameable, ignorant, or indolent, or were alarmed, or possessed 
not the constraining love of Christ; and, at length, we find-the 
Roman Catholic Clergy of this Island, which once spurned at 
the unjust excommunication of a Pope, and bade him to be- 
ware of heresy himself^ possess among them a Priest so bigot- 
ted as wto declare to Dr. Adam Clarke, but a few years since,f 
" ^hat, if the CJiurch desired him to deny the existence of a 
" God, he should conceive himself bound to obey, and be- 

lieve in GomjJianQe." May that God forbid that I should 
be . so illiberal as to suppose that there are many Roman Ca- 
tholic Clergymen, ui any part of the world, who would think, 
or speak thus 'profanely ; but there was this one, and he liid 
the care of souls in a parish! Tliis is, indeed, a' most awilil 
. reflection ; and^ as » all that Clergy moife or less abide by the 
tradition of their Church, and all of them more or less exclude 
those of othet conmiunibns f^orai the proffered benefits of the 
Gospel, I l^ye thought it necessary to say thus inuch,"in order 
to «oe\y you, how deferent from theirs were the* sentiments of 
your, ancestors, the old Saints and pdbpTe of this land, wiioTield 
She |5ure doctrjncJs of the Bible, and of the first Apbsties, which 
Jtome had nb^ as yet corrupted^ " tj^aching for. dpctri^es the 
'/^cpramandments pf men." » \ :* 

1^0 close tliis head, I shall briefly state a very few facts, and 
leave them to serve as testimonies, for^ or against, the'authority 
of the. Roman Church ; without making further comment on 
them. 1st, The Prelates of Council, of Constmice, holden at 
the beginning ' of the fifteenth century, (sess. 13.) speak of 
*^ having taken the advice of many Doctors of Theology 
plainly allowing, that they did not act under the infallible in- 
fluence ahd guidance of the H[oly Spirit; they also conclude 
the meetings^ at General Councils, with a prayer to God, " to 

spare their ignorance, and pardon their error." (Consil. Toui. 
i.) 2dly,\Some Councils have taken upon them to declare 
against the decisions of others ; thus, among other instances in 
abundance, that of 787 excommunicated those who conciurred ' 
in obeying the decisions of one holden in 754s also St. Augus- 
tine allows that a General Council may be corrected, therefore 
it may err. (X.ib. ii. cont. Donatist.) And, 3dly, iTie Roman. 

. * 1^1. ^ist. of Ireland, vol. iii. p. 329, 3^0. 
f Sete his tract on the Eucbansu 
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Catholic Church cUscards the authority of several General 
CoXincils, and among the rest of that above-mentibned of- the 
year 754; althpugh there were S3§ Bishops present at- Jt^» 
meetings, while, at the first Council of Trent, 316 only signed 
the decrees. What, then, is the poor inquirer to do, who ne^ 
gleets the plain light of the Gospel, to follow the f^is Jatuus' 
of fallible numan authority ? If he be humbly willing to be^ 
directed by. that of the Church ; what is it? where is it? and' 
whence can it be procured, shining with any cletu*ness> with any 
steadiness? Not surely in tire flickering rays of human tradi- 
tion, which are borrowed from the sublunary fires of the Roman 

Catholic Church. * . 

But I have done with this head of authority ; and conclude, 



moderately and more purely, than St. Austin ; so that, so far 
from being opposed, he was received am6ng the old people, at 
least as well as a Moravian, or a Presbyterian^ would be in a 
Protestant country : for, my friends, the Christian world had 
not as yet heard Bishops curse mankind; and t^ach that all 
who were not of one particolar. denomination of {he. Christian 
Church should be certainly damned. But, my^iendfi^ from, 
henceforth, throughout thjs tract, Su Patrick shall make cotoh 
mbn cause with . all the ancient Saints of loeland, of whatever, 
doaomioation they were, Culdee, or Roman» deriving , theip'. 
faith through St. John, St. Paul, or even St. Peter ; and I shall 
now proceed to shew to you, distinctly, and ia order, that far 
many years afler JSt. Patrick arrived here, your ancestors, one 
and all, held opinions, oa important and on cardinal points of t 
doctrine, different from .what the . Roman Catholic Clergy teach^i 
you now. It will consequently. follow, that the doctrinea^of 
that persuasion are an attetnpt to change the bid Religion of 
the land ; and I shall endeavour ta ascertain, and to prove, the 
exact time when each pew opinion \vas first introduced among 
yoix4 But with regard to this latter pqint, I must request con* 
sidepable indulgence; for it is of the yery nature of error ta 
creep in by degree^ — the serpent is sly, and insinuating; he . 
may sometimes dart upon his prey,, but he always gains his 
vantage ground, by subtle and unperceived approaches. Prac- 
tices, whether bad, or gdod, may come in by. tacit consent; 
and grow after. into a g^eral custom, the beginning where- 
" of is past ntaa's memoiy.*' This want oS foresight respects, 
ing- consequences^, and xif .insight to. Riturity, will also account 
for the silence of many ancient Fathers,; respecting particular 
practiceaiof the present Homan.. Catholic Church; for how 
could, they^ve.^ .opinion concerning circumstances wiiich 
they neither saw nor foresaw? Let it rather be remembered, 
that the very sHbnce'of an ancient Theologian, upon any vifal' 



that St. Patrick indeed 




jht some things new, but much more 
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$ubject which is at present controverted, demonstrates that 
the subject matter of the controversy had no existence in liis 
day. 

I shall find it indispensible here, to take the New Testament 
in my hand; and, witli it, to steady and direct my steps: for 
whatever was the faith of our jmcestors, whether it were Popish, 
or otherwise, it could not have beep right, if it were not found- 
ed on, and t^en from, that inspired record which inform us of 
the doctrine and practice of our blessed Lord, and of his im- 
mediate disciples ; neither could it have been the most ^ncient 
Cliristian faith, if it were not agreeable to tb^ do^trii^es of th^ . 
Apostles and the primitive Christians^ i 



CHAPTEE III. 

MARRIAGE OF TRE CLELGY. 

'L|:t us first. consider some matters in which the Roman Can . 
tholics of the^ present day differ very much indeed from their 
ancestors, and which are not perhaps such as belong to doctrines ' 
the most important towards salvation, but yet which are con«! • 
sidered by them in a great degree essential. We shall proceed 
by degrees to others of greater consequence ; and, first, con-i ^ 
cerning the Marriage of the Clergy, 

In truth the practice of the Clergy having wives was quite 
common, and justiBed, in the days of St. Patrick. Tins is clear • 
from the records of a Synod holden b^ that Saint himself ; in 
this Synod order is given that the wives of the Clergy shall 
not walk abroad with their head^ uncovered.^ Jocelin, the 
historian of St. i^atrick^ and the confession pf this Saint infbrm 
us, that his father was Calphumius, a Deacon, and his grand- 
father, Potitusj a Priest. This is partly confirmed by the an- 
cient foem of St^ Piech ; and Gildas and Nennius, the two 
earliest British historians, mention the wi'^es both of. Bishops 
and of the Clergy ; while from the latter it appears to have been 
accounted honourable to have a Priest for a father. A canon^ 
pf Nortfiumberland, A»D. 950, 'declares thus—" If a Priest . 
" dismiss one wife, and take - another, let him be anathema."-j: 
The. marriage' of the Clergy further appears to have been com«^ 
mon from numberless other works, and in this country is proved 
by incontestable evidence ; not only does Giraldus Cambrensis,, 
who lived in the reign of Henry II., but many others of his 
dajr, complain much tha^ it was at that 'time com^non for the 
priests, not only to continue to their children tke succession 

if gee ^lixiMi'sand WiUiams* Concilia^ f ^^c^vf^ e*^. 
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their temporal estates, but to procure for them the succession 
to their spiritual promotions. It is also on record that, in the 
very See of Armagh, for fifteen ^nerations, *♦ the Primacy 
** hath passed to the chief of the sept, as it were by a kind of 
** inheritance."* This continued for the space of 208 ycaiSy 
in the 10th, 11th, and 12th centuries; and thus Amalgaia, who 
was Primate so late as 1021, was the father of two Bishops o4* 
that See.f That Celsus-of Armagh was married, appears from 
a MS. in Bib. T.C.D. (e. i. 26.); and it is there said, that hi« 
marriage was ** more ircntis su€d^'* or according to the fashion 
of his country. He died in the year 1129. Giraldus says, 



custom gave rise, in our Island, to a species of property known 
by the names of the lands of Corbes, Herenachs and Tfermoners.J 
Tliese were originally Ecclesiastical properties, belon^^ing to 
the Corbes, 4:c.> whose situations in the Church the Archbi-r 
shop describes ; and, as these persons ordained their children, 
for the purpose of giving to them the succession in these pro- 
perties, they became thus inherited by custom. Wliiie the 
origin of their having become so has ceased to be known, the 
fiict prpves the prevalence of marriage among the Cler|;y. 

This abuse of children succeeding to the Ecclesiastical pro-, 
motion of tfieir parents was abolished by Pope Innocent III.^ 
A.D. 1200. The truth, then^ of the marriage of your ancient 
Saints does not admit of contradiction ; and the oldest Church 
of all, to wit, that of the primitive Christians, did not hold it to 
be improper. This is clear from Scripture. Consult, in your 
own version, Tit. i. 6., where it is said, a Bishop must be con- 
tented with one wife, plainly allowing him one. See also 
1 Tim.iii. 2 and 12., and Heb. xiii. 4?.; out still more strongly 
in 1 Tim. iv. 3., the doctrine of " forbidding to marr^" is 
classed aipong the doctrines of devils." See also Mark i. 30., 
1 Pet. iii. 5. Gregory the Great, in Ills answers to Augustine, 
allows of the marriage of tlie Clergy; and the forcing upon 
Priests a single life, by a vow, was first done by^Pope Hilde- 
brand, in the year \0\n \§ but it was contrary to the opinion 
of the Holy Fatlier^, and was for a long time disobeyed :|| Pius . 
II. and the great Canonist Panormitan,f think, that the marriage' 
of the Clergy might be allowed.** 

Observe, by the way, that marriage was not considered by 

• Usher on Corbes* &c. in Val. Collect. voL i.p, 193. 
f See Harris's Ware, Archbishops of Armagh, p. 49 and 54. \ 
\ See tJsber*s tract on these. Val. Collect voL i. p. 192. 
$ Mat. West. (| See Spelman Cone. vol. ii. |>. 

f Be Clericis oonjug. Caii. ** cum olim.*' 



that the practice was known 
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your ancestors to be a Sacrament ; it is ranked by Sedolius, 
among the tilings that are not spiritual.* 

I shall not dwell here upon the immoral consequences which, 
as you all know, follow from the universal celibacy of the 
Clerey ; as I do not wish to place before you invidious mttttier. 
I sfeSl refer you, therefore, to the works of St. Bernard and 
others, as my only object is to put you in the way of under- 
ftanding the true answer to the question, " who sowed the 
«* tares?" 



CHAPTER IV. 

or THE ANCIEKT IRISH MONASTERIES. 

I SHALL now say a few w6rds to you about the Monasteries 
of your ancestors. St. Bede tells us, that the p^p!e itdcked 
to them, not for the fi^eding of their body, but for the leisu-ninig' 
of the Word of God.f Iq these places, duririg the times ot 
persecutioh or of cori-uption, holy people tdok refiige. Among' 

the Scottish and If ish ' some thing as yet remained of the 
" doctrine of the knowledge of God, arid of ci^l honesty ; be- 
" cause there was' no terror of arm^ to Ihese utmost ends of 

the world." The Mbiiks also of these tim^ did not \He in 
idleness, ot* retire in consequence of superstition, of in surly 
disgust: their' rule w^ thus—" They which' liVe' in M6iiai$-^ 

teries should work in silence, arid eat their own bread." J * Id', 
is to be observed, that these holy Colleges not only- sent' out 
St. Colman, St. Aidatt, St. Cuthbcfrt, and numberless 'Other 
extraordinary meii; but' 'almostr all the ancient delates of the ' 
Church. Tneir^ gf^edt ocfcupatibn wis the instruction of jr6utK: 
aiid they were in fact, not only the seminaries ot the Mihist^y, 
but the great schools' of the age. The perseciitidris' of Chris- 
tiianity had driven holy tn^n in; great numbers lo Ifelaiidt itjs . 
distance frOni the rest of Eiirope made it to be frcfe from 
corruption in its docitrine; and its remoteness, as well as' its 
being an Island, made it to bd s6 quiet and fit a pl^de for study, 
that It may well be considered to have been the University of ' 
the Christian world ; before that it teas overrun by ^e I>anes. 
who, in the year 838,^ burned the gi^at' Colleges i6f Attnagh, 
and destlroyed all the^^hers in Ihe (*Ounti^.|| ' Cinpden, tlie 
great antiquary, asserts — Saepissime, in nostris Scrip toribus 

• See his C^fn€nhii7 otf Roih. 1. \ f Hist Lik' Si. c. 26/ &e. ' 
^ In vit. Fyrsei. ' See also Coluitibatii Reguia. 
§ Brit. Eel Aitiq. p. 447. ' 
B Bede, Lib. iii. c. 25 an^ 27; . Cimdhti'g "Brh, p.'730. Vil."S. ;Su!- r 
gem, &c. " ^ • ' 
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legitur, am&ndatus est disciplinajx^ in HibernMun,'' « 
^* very often read in our writers, that such a one was sent for 
" instruction to Ireland/' and so it is very frequently in Bede. 
The third work quoted in the note says, of the person whoae 
life it records, 

** £Ixemp1o patrum, oommotus unore legendi, 
'< lyit ad Hibernos, sophia mirabile clah>s.'* 

^< Being, like his fathers, moved with the love of learning, h^ 
went toiong the, Irish, who were remarkably celebrated for 
their wisdom,*' Alcuinus, a learned Irishman, was the pre- 
ceptor of Charlemagne ;* and aoother of our countrymen, St. 
Feargil, or Virgilius, was sent for by Pepin^ the great King of 
France, who made him a Bishop. His nistory is curious, and ' 
is not foreign form the s\ibject of this address. He held an 
opinion that the world is round : this was a doctrine that waa 
very mu(?h disliked at Rome ; and the Saint was ordered to 
deny his assertion. He, however, thought that tlie truth waa 
better worth minding, than the audiority of the Pope — and thef 
Ppntiff, whose name was Zachary, summoned him to answer 
before the Apostolip See for this heresy I ! If 

But to Ttixxm* This Island was, in old times, an Island of 
Colleges for jthe education of youth, established for the benefit 
pf aU J Europe ; and, as Dr- Jobnspn has written, was a place 
whence savage clans and roving barbarians derived the benefita 
pCknowIedge and. the blessings of religion. Dr. Ledwich, in 
peaking of the ancient Irish Culdees, declares with truth, " that 
* ' Xhieymok^ opposed the errors apd^.Upetstitions of the Church of 
•f Romei till towards the end of the twelfth century ; when they 
" were at length overpowered* and supplanted by a new race of 
"Monks, as inferior to th^n in learning and piety, as they 

surpassed them in wealth and ceremonies." 

The Monks in Roman Catholic countries were of a very dif- 
ferent chai^cter indeed ; and it is remarkable, that; die first per- 
son who was bold enough to attack their idleness, and covet- 
ousness, which degenerated at last into the practice of common 
pegging, was a countryman of our own, tne famous Richard 
Fitz Ralph, who was Archbishop of Armagh. This great and . 
pious man is well known to many of you already by his fame. 
•* In the town of Dundalk^" at the time when the book to 
which I refer was published, to wit, in the year;1633j " there 
" was a fountain dedicated to him, by the name of St. Richard, 

to wliich all the neighbourhood flocked, thinking that whoso- 

ever drank of the waters thereof would be free from, fever." { 
His shrine was there ; and there, also, was his ring preserved, 

• See Ca?ie Hist. Liter. f Bower's Lives of the Popes iii, 340. 

\ See Smith's Li^e of Coluinba, p. 155. 

§ See the Preface to his Defensorium Curatorum, Far. l^ZZ, 
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Was celebrated there with great devotion ; and the writer whom 

1 quote declares, that " no one dan doubt th6sc things in Dun- 
dalk, without creating a general outcry."* He was also so 

esteemed abroad, that, when he died, a Cardinal wag heard to , 
exokiim, " that a mighty pillar of the Church was fallen."f 1 
wish to introduce you formally to this great man, because he 
Was sa anxious to give the people the possession of the wisdom 
Ti'hich is necessary to salvation, that he translated the Bibld 
into your native language. With regard to the point before us, 
he made every possible effort to restore the Monks of his age to 
the purity which they enjoyed in their original institution — 

ad puritatem suae institutionis primariee" — such as they were 
when St. Patrick countenanced, and St. Columbkill governed 
them ; for, even at home, they had fallen off very much. 

This pious and excellent Prelate and Saint preached, in Lon- 
don, at St. Paul's cross, unto all the people in the year 1S56, 
and at Avignon, in 1357, before the Pope, and the Sacred Col- 
lege of Cardinals, against the idle Monks of that day: " Scarcely," 
says he, could any great, or mean man^ of the Clergy, or 

Laity, eat his meat, but such kind of beggars would be at \ 

his elbow and that, " such kind of b^ging, as well by 
** Christ, as by his Apostles, and disciples, i'y the Chufchi 
" and by tlie Holy Scriptures, was both dissuaded, and also re- 
" proved." See further, for the truth of this assertion of his/ 

2 Thess. iii. 12.^ 

It is time for me to declare to you, what kind of holyiearn- 
Jng this was that people were sent so far to procure. Aiid, 
here again, I must refer to St. Bede. ** The followers of Co- 
** lumbkill," he asserts,} " would receive only those things 

which they could learn from the Scriptures ; diligently ob- 
*' serving the works of piety and of charity." Now two of the 
most iniportivit points for our consideration, my dear fellow 
crountrymen, and those indeed which are the great object of 
this inquiry, naturally spring out of this remark : The first is, 
that our ancestors taught the Scriptures, not only in general, 
but to the youtli, and in their schools. Secondly, that they 
taught them, simply, without mixing with them the traditions 
of the Church ; and, of course, they were quite convinced, that 
all the Word oi*God was written, and that none of it remained 

• Thopias of VValsinghatn, in hit History, says, that he provetl this deafly 
))y many arguments ; indeed his work is unanswerable : but the Clergy of 
Kngland, failing in the support which they had promised him, and the Monks 
vontrilHiting a large sum to the VopQ, he failed in his efforts ^ and the beg- 
ging ordcm were confirmetl, with some trifling corrections. See Wal&ingham. 

f .F()x*s Acts an^ Monum. vol. i. p. 472, quoted by Walsingham. 

\ Rich. Arm. in D«ifeni. Curat, p. 56, 7, and 104. Ed. X'ar. 1625% 

j Hist. Lib. ill. c. 4. 
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unwritten, or to be settled^ eithet by traditidns, 6r by the iutbc* 
tity of the Church. 

CHAPTER V* 

bF THE READING OP THB SCRIPTURES BY THE ANCIENT 
INHABITANTS, AND IN THEIR NATIVE LANGUAGE. 

The first preach6r$ of Christianity taught the Scriptures uni- 
versally. St. Bede informs us of St: Aidan^ the principal of 
the successors of. St. Columbkillj that " all such ai vrent with 
" him, whether Clergy or Laity> were obliged to ekercise them- 
" selves, either in reading of the Scrip tures^ or in tlie learning 
" of Psalms."* And he also tells , us, that ** thd people flock- 
" ed anxiously on the Lord's day, to St. Aidan^- and St. Finan, 
" and St. Colman, to the Church and Monasteries ; not for the 
" feqding of their'bodies, but for the hearing df the Word of 
" God." In short, St. Adamnan* in his Life df St. Cdlumbkill^f 
says, that the rule by which this Saint taught his disciples td 
support their doctrines, was, by putting forward the witness of 
the Holy Scriptures ; " Prolatis Sacrae Scripturae testimoniis.** 
Long before the time of any df thesd Saints, St. ChrysoiStom, 
who was the most eloquent writer of the Holy Fathers, and whose 
word is, beyond all question, relied on^ writes thus, about the 
year 400 : " Although thou shouldest go to the Ocean^ and 
" those iSritish Isles, &c. ; thou shouldest hear all men^ every 
" where, discoursing matters out of the Scriptures^ with ano- 
" ther voice indeed, but not with andther faith." J So here we 
see, that the Scriptures we^e in common use among the Laity 
of these Islands, so early as before^the year 400. It is neces- . 
isary to observe also, the testimony which St. Chrysostom brings 
tp the purity of the faith of the Irish Church ; and to point out 
that this great writer bears witness to the conformity of its doc- 
trine .with his own. ^ 

Agreeably with this evidence of the general reading of the 
Scriptures, we find Sedulius,^ a native Saint, cotemporary with 
St. Patrick, saying, " Search the Scriptures, in which the will 

of God is contained." 11 Claudius Scotus^ also, a celebrated 

• Ec Hist Lib. iii. c. 4. ahd 26. 

f See lSmith*s Life of St. Coiumbkill, p. 1 1 4* 

I Chrys. de util. Eccl* Scripv Ed. Pan 17^1, f. iii* p. '71. 

§ Comment* in Ephes. 1 7i 

jj As I shall very^freqiienily havA occasion to mention ttie tidme of Sedu-s 
iius I shall inform you here, tlmt he was an eminent Irish Divine, who was 
almost cotemt>orary with St. Patrick, tie flourished in the year 490; and td 
him Gelasius, the Bishop of Rome at that time^ with his Synod of 70 Bishops^ 
gave tho title of the ** venerable l^jdulius :'* he was also stiled the Cathp- 
** lie writer ;" and, being set up by all the great Divines of your Church, hid 
authority must be considered as unim)3eachabl> • See O'Con. Rer^ Hibi 
Amu Prol, iL p. 70. Synod. Rom. sub. Gelasio. ^ In MaU Lib. iiu 
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* " That men, therefore, err, because they know not the Scrip- 
tures ; and, because they are, ignorant of the Scriptures, they 
** consequently know nojt Christ, who- is the power of God, and 
the Word and all this is conformable to what St. Patrick 
, originally thought ; for we find him attributing * the lawleissness 
of the peo{^e, to the want of the knowledge of Christ ; for 
Christ, says he, beiii^ th^ end of the law, 3l must be lawless 
Who are ignorant of km ; and he^ considers the great remedy- 
tjierepf to cop^st in bringing, people to Christy by pouring the 
thunder of th^ Gospel among them all. 

Before I, pr^Qceed^ it wili be useful to observe, that in the 
fiist agjes, ey^n <>f the Roman Catholic Church, neither th^ 
prayers nor the. Scriptures, of the Churcli were locked up from 
ti^e understanding of thef congregation: for, besides, that St< 
Jerome translated the Bible into the mother tongue of his 
country — ^besides that Niehojjift de Lyra, and even Thomas 
Aquinas, persons whom you have all heard of^ and of thehigh- 
au.thority in your Church, wrote against prayer in an un<^ 
known language; and Cardinal Catjetan confessed that prayer 
6ught to be in a known tongue^besides, i say, aH these, th^ 
Couoeil of t^ateiran, in the year 1215, made order that, as thercf 
*^ were in. various, places mixed . person^ with different lanw 
guages,' the Bishop shouM take case to provide fit men 
to perform divine offices^ ^c, according to the vazdety of' 
'5 their langua^es,"f It is further true that m the neighbouring 
]|bsland» the Scripture^ were used in five different languages in 
the time of St. Bede.;]: Heinforms us ofthe factthus : <^ la 
*f the language of fiye naiions it,'* (the Island of Great Britain,) 
'f did search and confess one and the same knowledge of the 
highest truth, and of the true sublimity.; to wit, the English^ 
the. Britons, the Scots,'* (meaning our vernacular language,). 
. the Picts, and the Latins." . , 

This remark brings me; back to our native land. We find 
there the Scriptures in the hands of die Laity, in their native 
tongue-— a practice justified by our ancient Saints.^ 
^ We shall now demonstrate, that they were even put into th^ 
hands of .women ^ and of children ; for the former, see th^ Life 
of Burgundofora by Jonas ; or, what is yet more direct to our 
point, the recomraendatipn of St, Patrick himself. In speaking 
of the modest life that best becomes the female sex, he says 

* In abiision^ ssect pi 92. 

t Decretal. Greg. Lib. i. c l4. \ Hist. Ec. Lib. i. c. 1. 

5 See Patric. de abusionlbus s^. Columbi in Monast. et in epis. ad Se* 
tbu(n. See Goldaati Farffineticorum vet. i. Colurab. Ep^ ad Hernaldum. 
** SinttibI Divitiae divina dogmata legis/' Let th» Divine precej^U of the lai^ 
-.bu your u«asiur«.*' JSeduL & Claud* ub. sup* 




47 



that such > life <^ delights in good morals^ and vegetates the 
" soul by continual meditations*^ on, and reading of the, Scrip-: 

tures." For the latter, which more to our purpose, St. Bede 
informs us of St. Fursey, A.D. 653, and another author, of 
our great Saint Kilian, A.D. 685,t that, " from the time of 
" tl^ very childhood, they applied to the study oif the Scrip- 
" tyres." Boniface, the first Archbishop of Ment?, further 
praises the education of St. Livinus, that, in his youth, he waj^ 
m the same manner employed. But, yet further still, vour 
great object of veneration,, St. Columbkiil himself, owea hia 
learning and his sanctity to the study of the Scriptures froiii 
a child* Xpnas, his biographer, informs us, that " so within 
" his breast were laid up the treasures of the Holy Scriptures, 
" that, within the compass of his youthful years," ("intra ado- 
" lescentiae aetatem,") within the age of puberty, " he com^ 
" posed an elegant exposition of thcrwhole book of Psalms." 
Nor is this all, for Jpcelin,t in his Life qf St. Patrick, acr 
quaints us, that the practice of this Saint wa§ precisely similar 
to that of St. Columbkiil ; and tiiat he yas used to smg froin 
the Psalter, for a considerable portion of every mofning, even 
in the same period of youth, " ab ipso primaeyo put)|ertati^ 
<^ flore," from the very earliest age of puberty. What, my 
friends! were the boys Patrick, and Columbkiil, riot only read^ 
prs of the holy book, biit commentators thereon, and shall our 
children be refused the use of that book, wbich is able to make 
them wise xmto salvation? If by such means such Saints wer^ 
instructed and educated, why should we grudge; the^e power-* 
ful aids to our fellow countrymen, many of whom might thus be 
assisted, with divine grace, to equal the zeal and piety of such 
predecessors? Shall the practice of the oldest times, handed 
down to us from the very age of the Apostles, as yreW through 
the usage of your ancestors, as o^ the first Christians, be dis* 
couraged now, when it pleased God to put into the hearts 
of your best friends, and of tlie trup pajtriots of Ireland, to re- 
vive it? a practice not only of your ancestors, but also of the 
Apostolic age. For How di4 the Apostles act in thi^ respect ? 
St. Paul writes thus to 'ifimothy ; (chap. iii. of 2d Epist.) " con- 

tinue thou in the things which thou hast learned, and which 
«* have been committed to thee, knowing of whom thou has| 
<* learned them; and because from thy infancy thou hast 
« known the Holy ^crg>tures, which pan instruct thee to sal^ 

* " Et assiduis $. Scripturanim meditatioBi^us, & eloquiis. anfn^fltn yege* 
tat." De abiision. ssec v, de pudiciiia, p. 77, Ed. opem Jac. Warsei, 
Lond. 1656. 

' f Afterwards Bishop of Wirtzburg, on the Continent. See OTonig^ Ap^^ 
IppisU Nunc. p. 145*; and Preface to Ibemo-Cdtic TransacUons.. 
^ As edited hjf M^mnghwat •\TVh 
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*^ vatloTi, by the foitli which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripteir^ 
" inspired of God is profitable to teach, to reprove, to correct, 

to instruct in justice"- — (Rhemish version) — all along demon- 
strating, both in principle and in practice, the necessity of 
teaching, and correcting, and guiding the child, from his very 
youth. Aiid, permit me to ask you, who was it that thus in- 
structed Timothy, to whom in this epistle these words are ad- 
dressed ? His grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice, a^ 
Appears manifest from a former part of the epistle, (chap. i. 
V. 5.) And, now that we are inquiring into the only proper 
i^ource of authority, the Word of God, as it was revealed and 
written of bldrlet us put together a few of the texts v^hich it 
contains, respecting the reading of the Scriptures ; before we 
inquire how the «use of them came first to be denied to you. 

As for reading them in an unknown tongue, we have seen 
above, ihat they were publicly read apd explained by the 
Apostle, in the language of the people to whom he spoke ; 
following in this the example, and attending to the precept of 
St. Paul, where he says, (1 Cor. xiv. 12, 9, 27 and 28, 
Khemish version,) Seek to abound unto the edifying of the 

Church f but <* except you litter by the tongue plain 
" speech^ how shall jt be known what is said?** therefore, " if 
" any speak with a tongue," *• let one interpret ;** ** but if 
V there 'be no irttei*preter, let him hold his peace in the 

chifrch ; and speak to himself and to God." Such was the 
rule of the oldest Chul*ch of all; and it was for the purpose 
that all persons, Of what nation soever they were, should hear 
^peak, in their own tongues, of the wonderful works of 

God,*' (Acts ii, 11.) that the miraculous gift of tongues was 
bestowed upon the Apostles, when they were fir^t inspired by 
the Holy GhoJjt. (See here also Nehemiah viii. 5, 6j and 7.) 
So far of reading out the Scriptures, by the Priests, to the 
people. Again, the oldest Church, or that of the immediatd 
hearers of our blessed Saviour, directs also, that the Scrip- 
tures shall be generally read. Search the Scripturefs, for 

yOu think in them to have life everlasting, and the same are. 

they that gJiVe testimony of me." (John v. 39, 40.) ' This iii 
the express comma^id of Jesus Christ himself ; and, because of 
their Obediencef to this coinmand, St. Paul declaopes thi^ Jewi 
of Berea*( Acts xvii. 11.) to be ** more noble tftan those in 
•* Thessalonica, who received the Word with all eajp^erness) 
** daily searching the Scriptures, whether these things were 
** so."^ Indeed^ igfiorahce of- the Holy Word of God**i5 men- 
tioned, by our Saviour, 'as being the great cause of the many 
errors into which some of the greatest men among the Jews 
had illlen, when he tells nhem, ** You err, not knowing th^ 

ScripturesT' (Mat. xli. 29.) Now, my friends, it is.reipa^k- 




49 



{ible in these Scriptural direction? and observations, that they 



every day told should at all events be closed books to you, a)r 
though equally given to us by the inspiration of God,) for the 
bafih|^ of the New Testament were not written, at the time 
wfSJfhe directions were given. Connected' with this subject, 
1 cannot avoid mentioning here an extraordinary fact, which 
tends to shew some inconsistency, if not contradiction, be- 
tween the principles, and the practice of your Clergy, When 
the exertions that are now making throughout the Island, tQ 
put intQ your hamls the Word of God, compelled them to ac- 
quiesce in giving to you that Word in the version authorised 
by your Church, the book appeared, most strange to say, with 
the following quotation from the Psalms, put forward promi- 
nently in the title page fVom Ps. xix. 8. It is given in the 
Latin language, in words of the following import : " The law 
f* of tlie Lord is an undefiled law, converting souls ; the testi- 
" mony of the Lord is faithful, giving wisdom to youths " Our 
version has it " the simple but the Latin is stronger, being 
parvulis," pr " little ones.*'* Now, my friends, how can 
persons', acknowledging such a truth, and putting it^ forward as 
the very motto of a work-, justify themselves from the charge^ 
0f inconsistency, if they deny that book to those youths, who- 
ever they be; or if, in contradiction to their adopted maxim, 
they withhold from them the saving wisdom of the Lord a 



' With respect to the reading of the Old Testament, we have 
the authority of the Son of God himself, where, in addition to 
what I have quoted from his lips above, he further says, in 
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, (in the xxi. chap, of 
St. Luke's Gospel, v. 28, 29, 30.) when urged to permit a spirit 
from the other world to appear to, and speak with, the bro- 
thers of the tormented man ; " if they near not Moses and the 
" Prophets, neither will they believe, if one rise from th« 
" dead:" and in another place he speaks thus — " for if yoii 
did believe Moses, you would perhaps believe me also, for 
V he wrote of me ; but, if you do not believe his writings, hoir 
" will 'you believie my words?" (John v. 46.) Thus it was 
Jhat the immortal Messiah gave, urged, and repeated his com- 
mands. Oh ! my dear fellow countrymen, reflect, while yet 
It is time, whom are you to obey ; whether is it God, or man? 
whether the Word of God, which he tjias expressly declared 
shall not return unto him void, (Isai. Iv. 11.) or those against 
whom Christ himself has thus denounced — " Woe unto you, 
f < for you have taken away the key of knowledge ; youpur- 
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• See Mr. Coyness Steoreotype Rhemlsh Testament. 
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have not entered m, end those that were entering in yq^ 
have hindered?" (Luke xi. 52.) I could, roy dear fellow 
country men, add much to yo^ firom the Word of God upon 
this subject. I shall, however, only direct you to the follow- 
ing passages of the sacred book : John xx. 31. Rom. jat, 4, 
1 Thess. y. 27. 2 Tim. ii. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 2. 2 Pet. i, 19. ^^pfea 
ii. 1, &c. Revel, i. 3. Ps. cxix. 9. and 27 apd 105. Is^ai. viii. 20. 
jihd xxxiv. 16., in which last it is said, " Seek ye qut the 
^« book of the Lord, and read." Look also to the practice of 
the Jews in 2 Chrpn. xvii. 8, 9. Nehem. ix. 3. Acts xvii. 2., 
&c. ; and consult Proverbs throughout, Ps. xix, 7, 8, and 9. 
Mat. xi. 25. and 1 Cor. i. 26. and iii. 18, and 2 Cor. iv, 3 and 4?. 
for the bettier understanding of what degree^ of knowledge, 
learning, or intellect, the Word of Ood is particularly ad- 
dressed tb„ or suited tp instruct; these Scriptures will shew 
you, that such things were calculated for children, as well as for 
^11 descriptions of persons who were grown v^p ; and the pas- 
sages will isuifice to establish this— that the written Word of 
God was, at all times, to be the grj^ foundation pf instruc- 
tion. Early in the sacred book the Lord coipmands Mosesk 
£bus — " These words, which I command thee thif day, sh^ll 
be in thine heart ; and thou shalt tell th«^ to tliy children ; 
^' and thou ishalt meditate upon them sitting in thy house^ 
** and walking on thy journey,*' &c. (Deut. vi. 6 and 7^ 
Douiay version.) These words*' ^e afterwards explained 
to be " the commandtnents, the statutes, and thte judg^ 
ments," which occt^y the greater j)art of tt^e five bookit 
of Moses, and wJhich our Savioiur pommahd^d to be 
V searched'' into and learned, a$ bein|^ more ^ble to bring 
tjie rebellious h^i^rt of man to seek the road that leads to 
life everlasting, than would the supernatural appearance of 4 
preacher from the dead. Among these t^.xts, also, is the tes- 
timony and direction of Solomon; the entire of whqse book i^ 
full of such teaching as this. The prijacber ** sought profi- 
table words, and wrpte words most right, and full of 
truth;" and, " more than these, my soo, require not ; 
of making many books t!here is nO end, and much study 
" is an affiction of the ftesk.*' Let hear, thAn, !hia 
conclusion of the whole matter; " Fear Gqd, and keep hiijt 
** commandments ; for this is the whole dHty pf man.'* 
(JEccles. Concluding verses. Douay version.) ^nother text 
has be^ mentioned toypu before; Cpntini^l thou," says 
ot. Paul, " in the things which Uiou hast learned, knowing of 
*^ whom thou hast learned them ; and because from thine in^ 
v/^M^* thou hast knawn the Holy Scriptures." The moV 
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iti^t an4 gr^motheir Irf Timothy well, indeed, knew the va- 
lue of tlwt great saying the wise man — " Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and, when he is- old, he will noft 
depart from it." (Pi-ov. xxii. 6») They, therefore, trained 
mi ltfet r child in that " wayj'* whrch is Christ rione ; (Johtt 
xHPR) in that Word of God, (John i. 1.; which only is ablci 
to inake us wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ 
•< Jesus/' « Wherefore,** (as your great Apostle St. Peter 
^hol-ts,) " laying away all malice, and all guile, and disshnu- - 
latidns, and envies, and all detractions, as new-bofn babes^ 
♦* desire the rational milk wKhout guHe, tjiat thereby ydu may 
grow unto srfvation.*' 1 Pet. ii» 2. * ' 

in the case, my firiends, of our venerated St. Patrick, and 
St. Cohimbkill, and others, it pleased God to put it into the 
hearts of their parents, that, very early indeed, they should 
have the Scripturea confided to their hands. I shall now endea^ 
vour to find out when they came first to be kept back 
from the. use of the poor of Ireland; and this dertainly did 
not happen until after the Danes had destroyed the Colleges 
in the ninth Century ; and then, I believe, th^ enitire nation was 
toon hurfried into such ignorance and poverty, by this diisaster, 
and by the cruel wars and persecutions that followed it, thati 
iiot only was all its former learning destroyed, or banished, but 
the use of lettets almost lost. Notliing can be more miseraibLe 
than the state of thiis poor Island was for many, many years : 
it hi quite distressing to any feeling mind to read the history of 
ijte times : and «s, daring this state of eonfusiori, Colleges 
ceased to exi^t in the land, it was scarcely necessary to ,pr6r 
tilbiit the reading of the Scriptures; foe, I do suppose, that 
scarcely ooe thousand pe^rsons in the country could read thens 
at any one period af trnfte, for the space of 200 years from this 
fireiat devastation, i do not tMnk I need extend this address 
Were to prove these facts. Ail our histories declare that, for 
ifnany centuries, none were lettered persons but the Clergy; 
and whoever could read the verse, called the neck-verse," in 
the Psalms^ received the benefit of the Clergy ; or, in other 
words, proved thems^Ves by this atlone to be Clergymen, and 
l#»us 'showed their right, as such, to be exempt from certain 
punishrteitts. It was, therefore, unnecessary to prohibit the 
reading of the Scriptures in Ireland ; and 1 believe it was never 
ijone, utttil witliin tlie last fifty yeai's. It will, indeed, appear 
that: youff ancestors were: very asxious, in: days comparatively 
vioderns ihttt the peo{»le sho^iM have every possible opportu- 
fAty e'f hettAig thfe' Word of God in their Own tongue. I have 
hei :ore spoken to, you of Rt^ard^ Archbishop of Arni^^^ in 
the year 1357, this great Primate, whom you Call St. ^^Hkd, 
imd who well deserves your gratitude, not only was p|||pnnt 




4^2 

in preaching to the poor, but first tramlated the Scriptures 
into the Irish language.* Long befwe the Reformation, your 
representatives in Parliament felt the necessity of your being 
instructed in your Religion, through the medium of your native 
tongue ; to prove this, I shall refer you to an Act of the Magn 
of Richard III., pasged in the year 1484 ;t this act rffees 
that, whereas many of -the, beneficcis of the See of Dublin are 
among the native Irish, and the English Clergy are either in- 
expert in the language, or else are afraid to dwell among thesq 
people, from which cause the cure of souls is " piteously ne- 
t* glected (piteuxment neclecte)— and enacts, that the Arch- 
bishop shall have liberty to present, to such livings, Clergy^ 
jnen of the Irish nation and language, for a certain period of 
time— a thing which was then Unlawful, and required the? 
interference of the Parliamtent, which was thus anxious to 
provide that the natives should hear, in their own tongue, thc^ 
wonderful works of God. 

I leave this matter now for your consideration ; judge fot 

* Fox's Acts, &c. Lond. 1641, p. 542. Petrie's Hi^Lof the Chorcli, p. 
496. Baleus, p. 246. Scriptorura Brit. Cent 14. See also Tritbemius, 
ill bis Preface to the Defensorium Curatonim. 

Richard Fitzrauf, or Fitzralph, a man singular^ enlightened, and bold in 
declaring against the corruptions of the Church in his day; was born at Duft^ 
dalk, and educated in the University of Oxford, of which he was Chancellor 
in the year 1333. He wa* first made Dean, or, according to some, Archdea- 
con of Litchfield ; afterwards, in the year 1-547, Archbishop of Armagh; 
According to the information of Bale, he concealed a Version of tht Neff 
Testament, probably made by himself, in a 'certain wall of his church, with 
the following note at the end : *' "When this book is found, truth will be re- 
«« vealed to the World ; or Christ will shortly appear." About 1530, one hun- 
dred and seventy years after his death, ihe copy of the New Testament above* 
mentioned was found, on repairing the church at Armagh. 

He died in 1360, at 'Avignon.. His bones are reported to have beea 
brought oyer to Uundalk al>out the year 1370, by Stephen de Valle, Bishops 
first of Limerick, afterwards of . Mealb, where he was well known, as Ware 
informs tis, under the title of St. Richard of Dundalk. And ** so great were 
♦* his virtues, and so many the miracles ascribed to him, that,'* notwith- 
standing the controversy in which heliad been eng'aged, and which was left 
imdecided at the time of his de^tb, "Boniface IX. by diploma, ordered these 
«• miracles to be examined into."-^Ware, de Script Hib. lib. 1. quoted from 
Brief Sketch of attempts to diffuse a knowledge of the Holy Scripture3» 
through the medium of tlie Irish Language. 

The foHotving curious fact demonstrates the scarcity of Bibles, even La- 
tin or English, at this period : — Lewis, in his History of the English Biblei 
tells us, (p. 69.) that *• Archbisliop Fitz Ralph sent three or four of the Secu- 
** lar Priests of his Diocece, to study divinity at Oxford;*' and that thejr 
V were forced very soon to return, because they cduld no^ find a Bible tberf 
•* to be sold.** ^ ,j 

•fafejfcupon the Statute Eoll, ^ Kic. III., c. l6/in the 'RoU*s Gffice. 
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yourselves, why you are .not allowed the free, use of the book 
which was written for your learning, (Rom. xv. 4.) that you, 
" thrQush patience and the comfort of the Scriptiu:e8, bigl&t 
** have hope.*' I trust, indeed, that the objections ^agaiivst it 
come from honest, but surely they are naistaken motives* Be^ 
fore I close this point, let me mat one or two observations tp ' 
your common sense. 1st, If the comments of men be mora 
necessary to your salvation than the written Word of God. 
what are yoti to do? The JPriest i§ the gre^t depository of 
fhese former ; and you see him perhaps not once m a week* 
and many of you hear him spueak not ev^n so pflen; l^ut the 
printed Word of God cap be multiplied a thousand fold ; sq 
that there may thus be a preacher for each individual. It may 
be ypur study day, and night, the coo^pauion ^your walks^ 
and may evep partake of your pillow^ Again, tradition may 

tossibly tell you one thing ^^t onetime, and, another at another^ 
ecause man is fallible ; but the Word of God remains un- 
ehangeable. Do not tell me that Priests carnipt ^iffer in matr 
fers of Rieligion; you will find that even Popes, who were ^re? 
garded as infallible, differed extremely, not only in regard 19 
the unwritten, but the written Word of Gpd for Sixtus 
having publi^ed a translation of the Scriptur^es into Latin^ 
issued a bull to declare it faultless-, his successor, Clemen^ 
VIII., would have his translation aUo, and he likewise declared 
his to be faiiltless : upon the collation, however, the two fault- 
less versions have been found to differ in no less than 200Q 
places. *Thus it is with every fallible mas 4 and if it be so witb 
translations of the written Word, what becomes of the certainty 
of tradition ? It is surely the blind leader of the blind; " Can 
die blind lead the blind, do they not both fall into the ditch 
But again, your Priest, from whom you are to learn of tradir 
lion, may be sick, or old, or infirm, or indiiferent, or indolent* 
er be called elsewhere; but your printed Bible is always fresb 
and vigorous, cannot sleep, er tire, and, what, is of inestimably 
value, can be multrplie^l into as many copies as there are per* 
sons wanting It. Oh, my friends! awaken to the trutli. The 
Almighty has given his Word to all; is it not, therefore, re- 
bellion to that Word, to suppress it from any ? The Almighty 
offers this gift to sinners ; is it not taking part with ^in an(| 
with Satan, to withhold this precious offering from your use? 
' This brings me to an assertion which is made by your Church; 
that what is written is not the entire Woi*d of God; but that^ 
there ar« traditions whieh belong to and have been preserved 
in the R.C. Charch, which explain the said Scriptures, and are, 
equally with them, inspired. Now I shall not detain you very 
k)ng upon this subject, ft is plain that the Saints of your ancesr 
lors had no opinion, that the doctrines of salvation were to 1^^ 
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found in any, biit \n the written word of God. Pnr tliis.look SLgsin 
to the following passages from St. Bed& (Lib. iiL c. 4^.) " ^Diey 

observed onlj/ those works of piety ana cha8tity» which tbey 
^* could learn in the Prophetical, Evangelical, and Apostolical 

\irith/gs,** My method has been, throughout, to try how 
imcient each practice, of which I speak^ may be ; and whether 
it is to be found in the first Christian Church of all, or not. 
And what does St. Paql say here? " Beware lest any man 

cheat you, by philosophy- and vain deceit, according to the 
•* tradition of men ; according to the element^ of the worlds 

and not according to Christ." (Colos, ii. 8.) And well might 
he say beware" — for Jesus Christ himself thus speaks ; " la 
" vain do they worship pie, teaching doctrines and precepts of 

men (Mark vii, 7 and 13.) ^* making void the Word ot God 

by your own tradition '* And here, my dear feljow country^ 
men, both ye who teach, and ye who hear these thingSi con- 
sider how awfully the great book of Revelation clok^s — ** If 
^< arty man shdll add to these things, God shall add unto him 

the plagues written irv this book;** ,(Ut»v. xxii, 18.) and what 
are these plagues? " The pool of nre and brimstone, where 

both the beast and the ftlse prophet shall be tormented day 
** and night, for ^ver and ever." (Rev. xx. 9 and 10.) Ohl 
let us bewafe; and anxiously ** search the Scriptures/' tf$ 
discover who indteed are those false prophets among the peo« 
pie, (2 Pet. ii, 4rc.) who " shall foring in sects of perdition," 
** bnnging upon themselves &wift deatruc^tion ** through^ 

whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of." My friends, 
when did this doctrine of traditions begin? Does St. Chry- 
sostom think them indispensable,* wh^ he writes thus of the 
Scriptures? " Hear how he," (meaning St. Paul,) requires 
Vou " especially to read the Scriptures; nor do you look 
,** fox any other teactier; you have the oracles of God, no 

one teaches likethera." It is hereto be remarked, thatPop« 
Gregory the Great affirms*, that the book of the Maccabees 
is not canonical ; and he therefore excludes it fVom the Scrip* 
tures. I sh&Il return to this point. 

The dispute respecting the authority of the unwritten <voord 
of God, as it is caSled, being equal to the revealed Scriptures, 
has been put to the decision of a verdict of twelve men, by 
Archbishop Usher ; and surely «uch a jury was never impan- 
nelled since the days of the Apostles themselves ; and whea I 
mention their names, I defy the theologian of any sect to chal- 
hnge one individual amongst them; they are — Tertullian, 
Origen, Hippolytus^ Athanasius, Ambrose, Hilary, Basil, 
Gregory Nysscn, Jerqme, Augustine, Cyril, and Thcodoret, 

» Expos. Job L ID^c. 17. 
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1 CfHinot detail their opinions at length ; but the learned will 
fin^ them in the places mentioned in the note.* Some of tiieni^ 
fc^cvef/lMBhall beg lea^e to tnmeribe. Origefe se^y^^'^ik 
H the two teMittMmf, eTerf word that ftppert^meth unto 
^ foay be d lUtiM if ^i iiitki: discirtged % im^imlcno#ied^eof thin^^ 
> ^ them may be understood. But if any thmg remaiifii 

^^HrlWi the holy Scriptures doth not determine, no other thirit 
^ ilScnpture ought to be receired, for to authorise any know- 
" ledge." St. Ambrose says : — " The things which we find 
-^not in Scripture, how can we use tlieni ?" *' It is well," says 
'tRl Hilary, that thou art content with the things which be 
** written.'" St. Basil — It is a manifest falling from the faith, 
and an argument of arrogancy, either to reject any point of 
those things that are written, or to bring in any of those 
things that are not written." St. Jerome declares : As we 
^ deny not those things that are written, so we refuse those 
** things that are not written." St. Augustine says : — " In, those 
things which are laid do^\^l plainly in the Scriptures, all 
things are to be found which appertain to faith and direction 
of life ;" and, again, " Whatsoever ye hear from the holy . 
*' Scriptures, let that savour well unto you ; whatsoever is with-* 
" out them, refuse, lest you wander in a cloud ;" — and St* 
Cyril says — That which the holy Scripture hath not said, by 
** what means should we receive, and account it among those 
tilings that be true?" 

have already qupted St, Chr)rso8tonl, iM mi^t still add 
Tiers ; but li^li eonfin^ my^lf to a very ret*' of the tnost 
iking testimehiesv snjdi' ttot which wii delivered in tihe 
„oie ef Std Kbhers 6f the fk^ seiiehd Cd^c^ of Nice^ 
fk. tk-fS^:^^* Bdieve the things tHat W Wi^tti^ ; the tiiingo 
;<' ti^6t are not written, neither ^ink upon, nor inquire after:*.* 
H^is is the? opinion of a general Council ; (see their acts). Nbn^ 
it is material to observe, that it is a thorough condemnation of 
whatsoever the sons of the wise, as St. Jerome expresses him- 
ielfj (in Hag. c. 1.) find out and fain to have received, as it 
. " were by tradition from tlie apostles ;" and which he declares, 
'*<^'The sword of God doth smite," or his word condemn : ail 
addition of authority to the New Testament, in the shape of 
inspired note, or conmient, is clearly considered, by all these 
Writers, as arrogant and impious ; and, among the condemned 
fraditioBS which are tacked upon tlie Old Testament, we must^ 

* These rc fc'reiicos arc copied from Usher's Answer, p. .37 to 'lO.-^Tert. 
adv. Htjrmog. c. '22. — Orig. in Lcvit. Ifoin. 5. Hip|). T. 5. J^il). V»t. p. 
20. Athan. oral. cont. Gent. Amh. OiYic, lib. i. c. 2.3; Hil. 1. 3. dti 
Irioit. & Lib. 2. ad Const. Au^. Basil. Iloin. 2D. & d« fide, &c. Greg. 
!Kys. de anima, l*. i. p. 659. Hieron. adv. Helvid. Aug. de doctr. Christi 
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certaiiiiy place the Apocryphal bo6kB, which the Roman Ca- 
^olic church considers as being canpnical and inspifed : Popd 
Gregory the Great differed from the present received opinion^ 
as to some ; and none of them were allowed to be revealed in the 
Council of Laodicea, A. D. 364. Sl Jerome says, (Prefat, 
in lib. Salom. Ep. 115.) Th^ church doth read indeed the 
" books of Judith, and Tobias^ and the Mapcabees ^ but doth 
" not receive them for canonical Scripture." 

We need not better authority; to come, however^ nearer to 
our times and .home, an Irish divine, who Hved about the 
year 677*, says, in speaking of the same book of Maccabees, 
that in it, ** however some wonderful things bp found, yet wiH 

we not weary ourselves with any care thereof;" and so of 
the other books which we call Apocryphal ; and why does he 
neglect them ? « because these things have not the authority 

of divine Scripture " or the rest of the written word. How- 
much less th«n must they have valued, in those times, unwrit- 
ten, and, therefore, uncertain and vague traditions^ The first 
time that traditions and apocryphal books were publicly put 
upon your church, as necessary articles of faith, and equ^to 
the written word of God„ was, when they were declared to be 
so by a decree of the Council of Trent, in the year 1545 ; but^ 
m truth, to adnut traditions to be of equal force with the writ- 
ten word of God, is to suppose a most strange impossibility, 
to wit J, that tradition cannot be felse^ whereas the slightest 
observation will prove to you„ that nothing i» so deceitful, and 
that traditions of the same event differ in different families. 
To con^ilude,. iwjf dear friends,. you.have a riglrt to satisfy your- 
selves, .whether,, .upon the whole of this great subject the 
fecnptures do; or do not warrant the decree of your church 
aboveraentioned— */ search, therefore,, the Scriptures daily, 
« whether those tilings are so ;" and, when doing so^ direct your 

attention to the following additional texts 1 Tim, iv, 7 Tit* 

i; 14. Gal. i. 8. Deut. xii. 32. and Is. viii. 20. 

As so much has been said, of late, respecting the reading 
.of the Scriptures bv the ignorant Roman Catholics of tb^ 
coumry. I may be billowed, very shortly, to add,the testimony 
of a few of the most respectable, and pious, and learned of 
that pei^asion, to the propriety of putting them into your 
hands, freely and liberally;, leavhxg it to that God, who in- 
tpired them, to^ adapt their healing ' doctrines to the wants of 
each of ye». See the commeatary of tlie learned f Erasmus, 
a Roman Cathohc,. on tfie lk§t Psahn, where he savs, Let 
- private persons read the law of the Lord, every one ia 
^ own imiguage,^ &c. But now there arc some who think, 

* tr>hei-'s Rellgmn of the Ancient Irish, p. 10. ' - ' 

t TJcen. from Uie Dublin I» » uctor of May^ 1820. 
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^* that all imaginable care should be taken lest the common ped^r 
pie should, at all, read the sacred Scriptures^ in the Tincair 
tongue ; they Cry out, the common people have no intdTi-' 
gence, they will fall into heresy ; as if indeed the doctrine 
of £!hri8t were of that kind, that only a few theologian* 
could understand it. Nay — as no one was more plain and 
" simple than Christ himself, so nothing is plainer than hit 
" doctrine*" " Cannot the. Spirit of Christ impart hjmself to 
** whom he pleases ? into whom is he more wont to aescend« 
** than into the humble, and the meek ; not into him who m 
" swollen and haughty with a false persuasion of his learning ; 
" not into him who confides in captious sophistical intricacies ?** 
and so on — again, " But truly I fear, that they who wish the 
people to be excluded from the word of God, are not iixxr 
pelled so' much by a sense of the danger to theni, as by self- 
interest, and self-love ; namely, they wish that every thi^g 
may be sought from them as fronl oracles." If ybu want aur 
thority from a Pope, take it from the very last ; the venerably 
Pius Vl. — and remember, if you suppose mfallibility to belong 
to his predecessors, you have no right to deny it to him,; 
from whence it is plain, that the letter which is pretended 
have been written by his successor, rawsf have been falsely trans- 
lated, wherever it contradicts his predecessor — Writing thu«, 
" to his beloved son Anthony Martin, of Turin," so lately 
the year 1778, he says, " Beloved Son, liealth [ <S:c. In such ^ 
" number of publications which grievoiisly injure the Catholie - 
religion, and which, by the hands of the unskilful, are circu- 
lated to the hurt of souls, you judge wisely in thinking it 
needful to stir up the faithful servants of Christ, to the spe- 
cial reading of the words of God ; for they are the richest 
** fountains, which ought to be Open t(T every mcy tliat he may 
•* draw from thence holiness of manners, as well as purity pf 
** doctrine ; and thereby overtlwow those errors which are 90 
widely disseminated in these corrupt times. This you affirm 
to have been done by yourself, in publishing these Scripture* 
in our mother tongue; therefore, we applaud your weU- 
*^ known learning, and eminent piety ; and, as is Just, thaijk 
♦* y9*ifQr the books you have transmitted to us, which we jv}!! 
^ read speedily if possiWe. In the mean time accept our Apos- 
^Vtolical benediction, whidi we most lovingly impart, as ^xt 
** evidence of our pontifical regard for you." 

This, my fellow countrymen, is warrant sufS^cient; here is 
the permission, and moreover, tlie authority of the Pope, fpr 
you to read — go on then,' and prosper ; and, if any man attempt 
to prevent you, address them in the words used by St. Pet^r 
himself: — " If it be just, in the sight of God, to hear you 
ther than God, Judge ye."' (Acts iv. 19.) 
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* ¥ram the fVef^ces tor several Roman CathoUc Vemqfpss of the 
ficriptares Into the French language, printed at Paris, hi the 
years' 1719, 1728^ 1731, 1732, arid 1735- and from other 
sanctions which are replete witji approbation of the written 
word of Ood being disseminated among all classes of spcietyi 
i shall extract a few of the most remarkable, and which chiefly 
grptmd themselves upon yet greats authority^ I mean that of 
me fathers of tlie church;' 

From the sanction of M. Pinsonat, Doctor ' of the Sor- 
bonne, Lecturer, and King's Professor, I^oy^ CoMor of 
Books, Too much labour (Cannot be ^fpent on these 

kind of works ; they may be so usefvA to the fgdthful, and 
to the ripb, well as the poor, since neither have any 
other rule for their conduct, thai> the same GospeL And 
" the wish of ^ sacred writers, and the holy fathers, ha^ 
always been, to feed both with the words of eternal life. ' 
We read, in several of St. Jerome's letters, that he .put thff 
Holy Scriptures, into the hands of all the women who were 
** under his care ; we see, even in his answer to Gaudence, 
** who had consulted him about the education of his grand- 
** daughter, that he wished children slikould be made to read 
^ and learn it by heart, even from seven years old. St. Chrv^ 
" sostom made several discourses to prove^ that dws study 
was, in some' degree, the diity even of those who had thjo 
•* meanest capadty ; and, tliat they mighi not attempt to ex-' 
cuse themselves from it, by sayii^ the holy Scriptures are 
difficult to understand, he maintatii>s^ that there are things 
in them suited- to the level of every creature y SQ that a 
tradesman, a servant, a ^oov woman, every one in short, 
^ even the most ignorant^ ipay profit by reading them : for- 
** whicb reason, this great saint exliorts all his hearers, npt 
** to cease^ to do so ; and to be no less anxious to have tl^e 
holy Scriptures in their houses, than the instruments of their 
^* trade ; because, said lie, they cannot otherwise secure their 
*^ salvation — ^Nqn potest fieri ut quisquam salutem consequatur 
" asfternanv nisi perpetuo versetur in lectioni spirituali. — Se^- 
** mon 3d. 'dp Lazaro." It is in the holy Scriptures, sajd 
•* St. Augustine^ one finds the remedy for all- the m^dip» 
** of the soul ; and it was apparently with this view t^fe, ju 
writing to Antonius, he directs hini, not to lose any op- 
portunity of urging tlie study of tliem upon his wife, )n 
order that she might advance more artd more m the fear ■ 
of God. Again, St. Gregory the Great said : Do not ne- 
gleet the sacred Scriptures, they are epistles which oUr 
Creator addresses to us, to Warm our heafi'ts, and to prevciit> 
" our love towards him from abating, by the coldness of im- 
" piety. St Cusaire, Bishop of Aries, did not even ei^ci^se 
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those wbd tti^le to tefu), fo# toeing tdti^y igMitim off 
" the lloly Stffjrttires ; fot, said he, if, without knowif^ how 
** to f^d, they Jeam profane songs, by hearing them smnjg;, or* 
hearrag thietn Repeated to ifcfem, surely they couki likewise 
learn the i^red Scriptures, hf having It read to thetti. It 
was thus that tSc. Servile learned it ; who, though a beggftr^ 
" and paralytic, saved, from the ahms which he received, suf* 
** fieiejat to purchase a copy; and, by heading persons who 
*' went to see him read it, he acquired, says the great St. 
" feegory who has written his llffe, a perlect understanding 
of it. The piotis author 0f the Iniitatk)h of Jesus Chfist, 
makes a <5ompftri§on between the Holy Scriptures and the 
holy Sacrament, and days, positively, m the eleventh chap* 
|er of the fburth book, that the one is no leis$ necessary to 
" rend^ this life supportable, than ijie other. We shall say 
*^ here, by the * way, that as Tlhnstiails are not deprived of the 
" breid of the holy Saeranieht, although they do not under- 
stand th^ mystery of it, ot because the unworthy pro&ne it; 
so the Study of holy boc^s should not be forbidden them^ 
be<^ause they do not understand them, or because some evil. 
" minded persons make a bad use of them*." Edition, 1728^ 
AfteiMfcaving given a portable edition of the New Testament, 
for tll» benefit of young people, we hav0 fliought it right to 
<^ ^bl^ this one, in beautiflil large new types, more fcorrect 
*^ than the t)receding ones, to enable persons of both sexes, 
" who are more advanced in years, cm* whose sight is weak, 
to draw with- greater ease the <ileter and living waters; from 
" the springs of the Saviour". Edition 1T31. — " It was ta 
commend this practice of reading the Striptures, that St. 
Jerome pronounced, so judiciously, this oracle, •eokick the 
f church has made a rule of the canon law, * that to be 
** ignorant ijf the holy Scriptures^ is to be unacquainted with 
^ Jesus Christ," Edition, 17S2. Nothing better proves the 
admirable zeal of all the first Christians, for the reading of 
^ the sacred Scriptures, than what passed when the enemies of 
** the fatth determined to declare war publicly 'against the word 
Of God. The edict of the Emperws having been published, 
" Ajft appointed commissioners -to make a strict search for the 
^Pp- books, throughout the whole empire ; the commis- 

tlioners made , great heaps of them, and burned all they 
could seize r they were not content to confine their search 
•* to the ehurelies, or the houses of lecturers, but they ex- 
" tended their inquiries, in a cruel manner, to the dwelKngs oiP 
private persons : lor, say historians, the laity, as well as 
" others, had the holy Scriptures in their houses, read them 
" diligently, and even knew them by heart. 'Trade's-people, 

♦ See the extracts from tliese Prefaces, translated,- an4 lately edited, 
f The Ruman Catholic Church. 
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^ . commonly had them in tbeir shops ; children, and serval^ts, 
^ perused them., as others, or heard them read daily in their 
^^Jamilies; travellers, and soldiers, carried them with them; 
** women read them also ; and wo learn, by the history of some 
^ female martyrs . who were put to death> only on account of 
^ the firmness with which they kept that sacked book, and pf 
others who» seeing diemselves obliged to leave all, and es* 
c^e to caverns, only regretted these books which they had 
^< no lonser ihe consolation of readings night and day, as 
^ heretorore. It ia thus that Jboly Scripture, and the Gospel, 
^ formed the wiiole treasure and consolation ^f the first Chris* 
^ tians ; and they would have given up thair lives, rather than 
allow this sacred book to be torn frimi their hands. Wl^en 
they had it not, they had nothing ; and, when they were hap* 
py enough to possess i^ in whatever degree of poverty they 
*f might be, with it they possessed all things* Let us endea- 
^* vour to circulate, and cause it to bring forth frqit jevery 
where — ^let us imitate the zeal of the first Christians, and 
*^ particularly St. Quadrant, and his associates ; although lay» 
" men, they travelled through several countries, to announce 
^ Jesus Christ to those who had not heard of ^im ; and they 
put into their hands, the sacred book of the Gosa|49 says 
. V JSjL Eusebius ; who relates further, that St. Pamj^ius, a 
*f priest, brought copies of the holy Scriptures* in g^ltt num-^ 
^ bers, which he distributed with joy to men anid wpmen, 
whom he knew to *Ue inclined to the reading of it." 
Were I to ^e^tract the opinions of all the ancient Fathers, 
in flavour of the general circulation of the holy Scriptures, i 
should #xtend thi6 tract too far ; J shall therefore close this 
bead» wi^h referring to the practice of the celebrated J^eander 
Yon Ess, a strict Soman (Catholic, who has himself, in the 
^urse of the last very few years, distributed not less than 
408,000 copies of the sacred word, throughout the German 
empire ; and who still continues this bles,sed work, under the 
patronp^e of all that is great and learned in that part of Eu- 
rope. I could «dd many testimonies of anipient Qennan di- 
vines, in favour of the m^e gjeat object, contained in the 
prefaces to translations of tlie Scriptures into their Qjti ve 
tongue, and which have l^e^n fi^rnis()ed to me by a flKd ; 
but to do so would keep me too Ipng from my main subjeg^ 
They, may, however, be found in a German compilations 
authorities upon this subject, which b^s bee^ published by 
l<eander Yon £ss« - 

i 
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CHAPTER VI. 

* ^ OF PURGATORY. , . 

Prom what has been saidjfespectirtg the f^^tous o^iilionil 
and practices of the ancieniWaints of this Holy I^IaiNH it is 
111 ready appdrent thdt they were very diffierent, in many re- 
spects, from those of the itioderh Roman Catholfc Chtirobi 
and, therefore, that the opinion Rnd practices of thfe latter are so 
far in^vations upon the old religion of the country. This^matter 
is ofWuch importance, I muit therefore request of the read^t 
tp bear with trfe yet d little long^r^ while I shew that they wef 
yet more different in some matters, in which the salvation of 
souls is, perhaps, farther concerned. My feHow-eountryineh 
Witt surely albw me some share of their national candor, and 
natural intelligence, in an irtquiiy of such consequence ; es^e* 
cially 'when they must be pd^suafded, that I can have no earthly 
motive fbr wrhing this, "but zeal for tfhe glory of God, «nd lovli 
For my fellow creatures. • » , i ; 

The religion of the Hj^e teaehes, through the ilps of St. 
Peter himself, (Acts, iv.Tre.y that "there is no other name 

under heaven given to men, whereby we nntsi 4je saved,.'' 
but that^of Jesus Christ alone ; " neither is there salvation in 

anjHither:*' Christ says, that he only is the way, and the 
truth,'Jpd the life (John kiv. 6.) and he hhiwelf hath de- 
clared^* no man cometh to the Father but by me." St. Paul 
sums up the doctrine in a few words, that " by grace you are 
" saved through faith, and that not of yourselves.'* (Eph. ii, 
8.) Now the word of God, by teaching this doctrine, fully 
and exclusively declares those opinions to be innovations ilpoh 
ftimple and primitive Christianity, which put forth, in any 
shape, that human merit can at all satisfy the justice of God, 
or add any efficacy to the work of him wfiom God sent into'the 
world, ** that the world may be saved by him," (John rii, l7i) 
who alone is the great "propitiation for the sins of the people,''* 
(Heb. ii. 17.) ^* and who is able to save for ever them thkt 
« corne to God by hini"— (Heb. vii. 25.) for we ar^ sanctified 
" by the body of Christ once bffered," (Hebr. x. 10.) Indeed 
it is arraigriing the wisdom of God to suppose this; for, if mail 
cqd|[ have been saved by any thing short of the sacrihce upon 
tK^Ross of the Son of God himself, the all wise Being would 

«)t have sent his Son to suffer, and to die for us. It is 
suiting the wisdom of Jehovah tp suppose that any^paltry 
sacrifice of man could purchase that, for which the Almighty 
Redeemer's death was the necessary and stipulated ransom ; 
and this an ignominious death, attended with excruciating 
suffering, with drops of blood, with the agonies of the cross; 
nay, further^ a close to a life replete with all the miseries 
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nxii degradatioti o( the lowest, state of humdh existence, and 
the extremest porerty; (see here Isa. Ki. 14?. and Ps. xxiv. 14. 
to 19») Aggravated by all; the ^ritual sufferuigs of one who 
possessed a most tender und imfitiondLte heart, and who was 
betrayed, denied, deserted, in We hour of utmost need, even 
by the most favoured of bis phosen. The sole merits of Christ, 
my friends, form, the life and spring of the Christian religion ; 
we most trust in Gods mercy through Christ Jesus, and if| 
that alone; and we a&sert that those doctrines go quite Ipainsi 
the pure teaching of Him who says, " I will ha^y^ mercy, find 
not sacrifice," (Matwcii. 7.) and that the l^lood of Jesus Chrjst^ 
his Son, cleans^ll " us from all sin,*' (1 John, i. 7.) wlxich ae- 
Clare that man can satisfy God's wrath by his own suferiiigs; 
either, in a purgatory out of this world, or by penance in tbis 
world, of by the roerUs of any other human creature^ whether 
living odr dead^ save tho^e of the incarnate God. Let us loo^ 
to the opinions of your ancestors in those matters^rr^^t*. Qpg 
lumkill' directs us to " livj^ tfusl^tf in Gpd, and followfwg 
" the Commandments irf €brist,* MBef life remainiij aind^whiie 
f< the time wherein we may ohtain salvation is fertem;^" ai^ 
speakiB of the prepaFatioi¥:pM^rnd torm^ts for s^eL fi^ mj^ 
without God m . the worlds ^(in. ^pisu L^uld^^M^ 
irlthotit' t£penlafiee':. He also^^ 's^^^ iii.ahynm, whjy^K t^uf 
translated; in his Life by Smith (p* 140}t— /lB|^/,^r.^ 

*' 1*116 sentence pasi consuming fire shall seize l . y : 

. The unbelieving ' . * 

;|End; St. Patiek, himself, in Jt, book ascribed to him hy^^^fxt 
chMtchf , writes tbus-*.<; tb^re be three habitations : 'the nrsi^, 
the loAverraost, and tbe ^niddle ; the highest whereof is called 
the Kingdcto of God, or the Kingdom of Heaven ; the lowfer* 
most is termed Hell; the middle; is nHnied the present 
« world.'! And again, In this world there is a mixture of 
" the bad an4 of tlue good together, whereas, in the Kingdom 
of God, th^^e are none bad, but all good; but in Hell ther^ 
.f< /ir^. nofiei; gopd. bu^ all bad." In his Coiifession, also, he 
,apeaks of the ^wfal sentence of that day, when all shall give 
^^ceovnt, even of their most trivial offences, before thejri- 
ib^nal of Christ the Lord^ — Well, ray friends, is purjPfery 
|nefitioQ^4 b^re? Tl^e gnly time for obtaiiring salvation, is tyk 
iife, says St. Columkill ; there are but three habitatio^P 
/Heaven, Hell, and this world, savs St. Patrick — but sj)are 
yo^ astonishment yet. a little, ettid hear the Canon's of yojir 

i I* viv^ j)eo fidfens, CUristi praec'epta' sequefido, ' "'^ ^ 

' ' *» Dummoda vita manet, diim teriipom cetta saluds.^. : ' [\-J\--^c 
. .^* KpUt. ad Hunaldum. £piftt< 5. Vt^t. £^t, Hiberp. S^^oge* 
f Dc tribus habitoculis. 
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church, passed long before the Reformation took place in dli 
country*, the soul being separated froijn the boay, •< is pre- 
« sented before the Judgment seat of Christ." Seduhus, 
therefore, (in I Cor. Hi. aiiJlllom. vii.) distinctly decllires that 
** death is the ^ate by which we enter into our kingdoms*' 
tind that, when life is ended, " either death or life succeed- 
eth;" or, in other words, the state of a spiritual an^jAternal 
death or life immediatelly commehceth : and Claudius^flfi^ the 
'rea||^of the entire, in these words, " Christ took upon him 
oui^ ^uni4p9cnt without the guilt, that, thereby, he might 
loose our guilt, and finish also our punishmeMt. f Such are 
tlie views of your ancient saints, with rc.;i)ect to the man^ioiis 
'of tmiibther world, and the state ot deparud souls; still 
'Strongcfr do they shew that they did not hold the doctrine of 
•Purgatory, in thel texts-, whereby they, both indirectly and 
' ^iirectly, condepnn the practice of praying for the dead ; a prac- 
tice which was first introduced when Purgatory vvas iny^ itcd, 
' because^ it was tatight, ibat the sufferers in Purgatory would 
have the benefit of a shAlenin^ of the time of their suffering 
'and confinement, through the mfluence of the prayers of t&e 
' faithful ; , but Claudius, of wh^||^I have spoken before, didAt 

• thinkj^, when he-reminds us, *^hat, while we are in this world, 

wflbiELy be able to help one another by our pf a^ers, or by 
' ouRR>uncil8/but, wh6n We. shaU cotne before the tribunal of 
Christ, neither Job, noV Dart i el, nor Noah, can intreat for 
" any one, but every one inUst bear his oWn burden^" Upon 
this point hear also tlie decisive opinion of St. Patrick? ex* 
'j^ressed ih the XI 1th Canon of his Synod t$ after Quoting the 
awful and mysterious words of the 'Apostle, as you will firtd 
''them in 1 John, v. 16, he proceeds thus — " And our Lord" 
; '(says) " Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, for/' (says 
^ the Canon) ** he who was not worthy to receive the sacrifice 'in 
his lifb time, how can h6 bcassisted by it after deatti?'* With 
\Buch authority I think 1 may conclude this point, for can there 
jl be any higher of this description, or more positively, or cleariy 
put forward;" the Vbrds in the Ori^naJ -are thus:— Et 
Dorainus * nolite donare sanctum canibus;* Qui enim in vilft 

• sacHficium non merebatur acCipefe, quomodo post mchr- 
V ^^^WRn illi potest adjiivare/' But, perhaps it will be said, that 

«ll these quotations are partial, i»id do not tejl the^ whole truth, 
ecause that book^, as #ell as very ancient tradition prove, 
' that there has been, from time itntkiemorial; in an island of 

J^ough Derg, a plate called Patrick's Purgatory, ivhich is now 
he most holy place 6f pilgrimnge in Ireland ; and has been so 
[■^jjiince it was made hbly by th^ great Stv Paitrick, as the office 

M i ^ Usher *$ Religion of the antient Irish , p. 24^ 

f Comment on Gal. 5. ' ' ^^^«"<i' in ^• 

* ' { See his secoQd Synod in Wiiki&*dH^S'peiinan*« Concilia^ 
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and Hturcy of Sts. Patrick, Columb, and Brigjd declare to yot^ 

.My friends, I know this place right well ;^ and bear with nae 

' a littledme longer, while i tell f sonie tru^s about it, \vhic)i 
way make you « to know it better than y^u do. Jn the first 
Imtance, none of the aneient writers of t jie Life of St»^ F^^- 
trick, make any the least mention of it — ^^ennius, A. D. 85§> 
and iProbus> who liyetj in the year 731, and wrote the Life q£ 

: St. Patrick, not oniitting. even the most trifling circun^^nce, 
do . not notiice ity and Joc^lin, his great historiafi|4 whp is very 
particular, and lived in the year 1188, eyen at that late peri«^ 
nas iiot said a word of tliis place, which is now of sucti 
mighty consequence and fai^e ;and it is quke imp^ifiible it 
could have been then motpriou:^ as it is now, and be passed 

• over in such silence by this author. You will find the first 
tnentron of St. Patrick's Purgatory in the works of a writer 9f 
the iyear 1153, to wit) Henry, a monk of Saltrey : this was 
above 700 yeats/ after the time of 8t. Patrick, and was but a 
few years before Jdcelin Uved ; aftil the stones belpnging (o 
it were fio noanifcstly iuil pf lies, that this latter historian, if 
indeed he ever heard of it, Bi^er takes any notice of the in- 
vention. « Li the iiext century the place became a Hule more 
important, and celebrated abroad ; but what proves^^eyond 
all doubt, that until lately; ii was^ iiot held, either^^^ your 
writers, ^r by your clergy, ^ to harve. been a place of any. great 
.sacjredness, is the follot^ing faqt which I copy from tl^e Lister 

n Annials^ which are written by -ftn Jrish^ Roman (JathoJiCr- 
A, D. H97, tlw^ Cftve of StV Patrick's Purga^sory in Lough 

' " Derg,^iwas demolished in tl^at year., on St. Patrick's day, py 
** the Otiardian-of Donegal, and some^rsons in tjie'peaoety 
" of 'Lough Erne, deputed by t be Bishop, by^authpiiity of the 
" Pope.*v Now; my. fi tends, you knqw as the Pope ia jtleCtft^d 
by you^ be in fallible,- there is an end oft xhc matter; and, ^ if 
your clergy cdntinue; to encourage your going oni pilgrimagjea 

' to'thisplacc,^'! ^upposeat is because they never heard of tbi§ 
Pope's conmaDd ; >if -they had, they would ^wireJy have obeyed 

.it, for I am .not willing to suppose^ that they ke^p up a trick 
for any iniproper purpose, ^ l think,. however, it is clear^Jttat 
St. Patrick and his purgatory have nothings in ^he.worljcj^lpMlo 
with each othe^ ; and it is also elear,^ that we cannot trance 
conneKion, either in: iiis works that arc extant, m in his Canc^p|| 
betweeuirhim and^ a doctrine which teaches, , that ther^^isa 
place for souls between this world . and Pleayen, whef^ tKe^^ 
are prepared . for the latter, Skod out of . which ^hey can' b e 
delivered by the prayersjof persons who are |) aid for U.;.iThig 
is indeed, a doctrine, my friends, which is. neither to be foiihd 
in the old relig^oa of the Scriptures, or in the old reJi;^idn of 

' *^ce, aHo, Richi^a«^V *< Mitt fbUy of Idr^aad^*' 

45, 
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jtoijr aace$tor«. The word of God declares that ifter death 
comes not purgatory but the judgment, — " it is appointea 
unto men pnce to die, and, ^er thisy the judgment." (Heb. 
ix. 27.) Our Sayiour tells the thief uppn the cross, one^who 
wl|s condemned to deatl» foe his crimes, *' This iay thou shalt 
" be with n;e in J-aradise," (Luke xxiii. 4?3.) for Christ 
preached not purgatory ; well knowing tfie all-sufficlencK.pf his 
jdeath|^.and that, ** b^' one oblation, he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified;'* (Ileb. x. 14.) and he also tells us, 

r, at the last day, when he shall come, ii^ his glory, to judge 
world, he shall separate the wicked froo^ie Just; " and 
<< th^i^ shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
** just, into life everlasting."* (Mat. xxv. 46.) And when, my 
frient|s, is this to take place? m the hour when iheythat are 
£h the gmves shall hear the yolce of the Son of God; and 
they that have done good things shall come forth unto the 
f * resurrection pf life ; but they that have done evil, unto the 
resvirrpction of judgmeiU/' (John v. ^sb & 29,) Here we find 
the itrue dpctrlne of our ancient saints, which I have shewn 
you already, tli^t the first pasj^e from the grave is to 
last Judgment, and thence, immediately, into the place of 
unchangeable doom, the n^ansion of Hell, or the mansion of 
Hearien* And here it may be important to remark, that we 
are not to expect that we should meet with, in the works of 
ypur ancient saints, any direct denial of the existence of a 
purgatory; for, what was not then taught, they could not, of 
course, all ud& to. Tb^ir opinion refipecting it can be only 
deduced from their view ot the future state of souls after 
^eath ; and their silence altogether concerning this newly in- 
vented place, proves the truth to be, that the doctrine of 
purgatory was not thought of for a long time after the apos- 
tolic age. Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, an English Roman 
Catholic Martyr, confesses that it was never, or Seldom, men- 
tioned by the anti'cnt Fathe.rs.f Alphons. de Castra, another 
great authority of that church, :j: allows that it was unknown 
to early writers, never mentioned by the Greek fathers, and 
not at present received in (hat church; while Hugo Etherian.f 
ailil^, that prayers for the dead are not fo be met with in 
^e Saipturea; nor can even Bellarmine himself discover a 

* ♦ See here tho fcllowing texts ?^Ps. v?. 5. llccles. xi. 5. Is. xXviii. 
18. &c. Ivii. 1. &2. Luke, jcvi. 22, 2i5. & 26. John, IH. 3^, & v. 24. 
Acts, iii. 19. Rom. tiii. 18. Ic 1 Cor. iv. 17. xv. 51. ^c* 2 Cor. 
1. 2. &c. 1 Thess. iv. 14« &c. And HfBir. zlv* 13. and ti^roughout th« 
last chapters. 

f In confutat. Luther. Art. 18. , 

I Adv. Hares, L. 12. Tit Purg. f. 258. 

De re^essu animarum. ' - 

Some of these quotations are at seconcUMmd, from UsherU Answer. 
■ . . . ■ • • • 
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text that favours it, except in the Maccabees ; so of several 
^thers'()f^our church, who thought, agreeably lo the very 
strong expression of Bisliop Fislier, " That there is not one 
*' text of Scripture that can force any man to believe in pur- 
" gatory." The doctrine, however, although not apostolical; is 
to be met with very early in the Roman church ; but it iras 
tejjyl^d, as l have said, by the ( reeks, and openly condemned, 
'^y^^Hive ftefore seen, by St. Patrick : the first mention of it 
th^re connected with Ireland, I firid in a letter in- ?Usher's 
Sylloee, the SOth Epistle, written in the ydi|f'1090; and I 
^JMwni'At - was j^^.publicly * cigtahliiBhed , even in the Ro4||b 
theyo^r^ 1^0, by Pope E ugen ius in 
^e council of ^K|;^ce» And now let us consideir, Wf^ short 
'^^'time, the reasonableness of the Doctrine that it idcaldfftei ; 
it is, indeed, an egregious folly to suppose, that human Cf^A- 
tures, were there even such a place as purgatory, couH be- 
come purified there, or make a gradual progress in it towards 
that state of holiness without which no man shall see the 
Lord — and why? — there can neither be saints or good men 
there, and none but sinful persons are its inhabitants ; now, if 
we find that, even here on earth, where there is a mixture of 
good and bad, and where we have our clergy, and good example 
and precept to assist us, we yet become every day worse and 
worse, until stopped in our course by the grace of God, and 
brought to contrition and repentance; will it be possible for 
' us to be reformed in purgatory ? the priests can certainly give 
ho help, for they will, it is hoped, be in a better place ; — but, 
^ perhaps, you suppose that people will be changed, and awaken- 
' ed, by supernatural things which they shall meet with in this 
/awful abode. One of the Proverbs is extremely applicable 
here— f" Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar, among 
' wheat, with a pestle, yet will not his f9olishness depart frdm 
" him." ^Prov. xxvii. 22.) Oh no ! the hiisery oC a purgatory 
might break the obstinate heart of. ret)dl man,' )iat;it c)6uld not 
soften it; nothing but the dew of God's grace tSfii'^lSpi^^ 
.^itjiat, npthing but (he fire of his spirit can melt it, ' Attend to 
^9esus Christ himself upon this point : If they hear not Moses, 
.** and the Projihets, neither will they believe, if one rise again 
' ** from the dead. ' (Luke xvi. 31.) Oh, then, my feilow- 
countrymen, listen to the word of God; hear it saying of the 
dead in their sins, between us and you there is fixed a great 
chaos, so that they who would pass from hence to you, 
** cannot, nor from thence come hither:" (Luke xvi. 26.) be- 
lieve him who shews you, that his grace alone can save, 
** without me you can do nothing;" (John xv. 5.) and I should 
suppose that it never has yet been taught that his grace js to 
}^ io]^ ^gms^^y. J[o what 't^j-^- -^-^-^^ rru^*^ 
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h^re, upon the absurdity of this ; which will also shew you a? 
once why this doctrine is preached to your-the clergy are td 
redeem you by their prayers, at a certain stipulated price ; 
itfbllows, then, that'tne rich have the best chance to get to 
Heaven soonest i^hat then becomes of that blessed menage 
of free pardon, which' he who became poor, thai }'ouH|^ht 
be niadp^ rich^nreached to the poor ? (Luke vii. 22.) or the 
gfS^t diifficulflp which, the same Gospel tells us, stand in the 
tiflfr of the rich, of tliose who serve Mammon, and lay up 
tqlw' ttegures upon earth? Did Christ ask for payment? 
(Ml ^^^wlft Whereas they had not wherewith to pay, he forgave 
*«■ themTdth the debtor of 500 pence, and i\w debtor of 
50.- (Luke yii. 42.) But, secondly, the clergy are to' redeem 
you by their prayers ; why then not give them to you freely? 
i)o they really believe that there are thousand:^ even of their 
dcquaintanc'e,- suffering inexpressible torments in a lake of 
fire, whom they can releaare entirely, or for many years, by 
grayer alone; and do they grudge this prayer, until they are 
paid for it? WNkt conclusion ^ we to draw from this? iif 
l^ehny will purchase their intercession; but, without money 
no prayer; " no penny no pater noster," is a well known say- 
ing in yjbiir church. What conclusion are we to draw> I say, 
ftom all this, not surely that they who offer Christ s gospel 
freely to all, are the enemies who sowed the tores in th6 



- j'St. iPatrick, itty felIo#-countrymen, as well as thfe inspired 
frifiters of the New Testament, seems to have had the probable 
^vent of such degeneracy in vietv, when, in his confession^ he 
gives his own conduct as a guide for others, in respect to the 
free communication of spiritual blessings. Presents had bedri 
offered to him in abundance, but he refused them all, "lest 
he should give any the least ground to unbelievers for 
scandal or reproach."* And again, I know that poverty 
and afRiction suit me better than luxury and riches, for 
*f even Christ the Lord was made poor for us." 

Not only, indeed, was Christ made poor for us, but he, in 
ii6 instance, refused his spiritual graces to the poorest that 
fijjught him ; and St. Paul also, his great Minister, formed a 
just model, upon which St. Patrick thought it right to fashion 
Jiis conduct — he toiled for the salvation of soa£; in prison?, 
in dangers, in stripes, in perils of every kind ; " in labour and 
,** painfulness ; in much Patchings; in hunger and thirst; ih 
** fastings often ; in cold and nakedness (2 Cbt.cfci. 23, <Src.) 

♦ «< Nec, ctittm in rainlmo, incrediilis locum darem infaixiaro, vd detrectare.*' 
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lie was made all things to, all men, Uuit he m/ght save all •/* 
(X Cor.^ix, 22.) he took pleasure " in infirmities, ip reproaches,^ 
*^ in necessities, in persecutions, iq distresses, for Christ;* 
(2 Cor. xii. lO.) excjaiming, ** Woe is unto ineif I preach not 
" the Gospel !*' and " what is my reward then ? that preach- 

ing the Gospel, I may deliver the Gospel without chargp, 
" that I abuse not my power in the GospeV.' (1 Cor. ix. 16. 
and 18.) And what is |:his' Gospel? ** even the justice of God, 
" which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all that 
" believe in hira, being justified freelij by his fl»ce, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." (Rom. iii, 22. 
24.) the salvation is here freely given ; the redemptiori or pfrT 
chase, is the blood of Christ, the benefit of which is had 
without price ; and it is not reserved for those who ran pay 
fpr it, but ** he that will, let him take the water of life, freely." 
(Rev. xxii, 17.) " Ho! ev^ry one that thirsteth, come ye to' 
** the waters ; ^nd he hath no money, come ye buy apd eat y 
" yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money, and without 
** price," — inefiably sweet and gracious invitation ! Oh, my 
fellow countrymen! why are you so dull? Wherefore do ye 

spend money for that whijqh is not bread, and your labour 

for that which satisfieth not ? hearken diligently unto me, 
** and eat ye that which is good, and let your, soul delight it- 

self in fatness ; incline your ear, and come unto me,*' saitli 
the Lord Jehovah ; hear, and your soul shall live." (Is. Iv, 
1,2, and 3.) 

I am not here to be understood as objectmg to a liberal 
payment of the clergy fpr the discharge of their several duties ; 
such a mode of argun^^ent would be altoge^er unscriptural, 
for it is written, that the labourer is worniy of his hirie.*' 
{Luke X. 7.) But, I oppose and lament ihe existence of a doc- 
trine which gives out spiritual graces by measure, in the pro- 
portion of the Jibility to pay for them, as being in the highest 
degree unscriptural and disgraceful ; equally against the prac- 
tice, and the doctrine. of the Apostles, and entirely contradict 
tbry to the precepts of your ancient teachers and spiritual 
pastors, from St. Patrick to St. Richard, his succasbor to the 
i$ee of Armagh, who wrote, and preached, with incessant zeal, 
against the covetousuess of ihe clergy of the Komau Catholic 
church, such as it was in cliay. 

This, indeed, hud increascij to an enorn^ous extent at the 
time of the Reformation, i' sluill coucJude the subject, by 
quoting the authority and the vv^>ri'5>; of a well un avu wriier,* 
jipon this point— By a .systen: of coafessio i, t»ie Church in- 
>* traded upon the sacredae.^^ of private life — and established 

f 3>t. Spulbtv, IB bis i-ile of Wislcv, toI, I. p. 311.. 
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it, as a principle) that, by these worthless works, a man 

might not only ;iecure salvation for himself, but accumulate 
" a stock of surplus merits, which were disposeable by gift, 
" or sale. Men were easily persuaded, that, as the merit of 

good works might be bought, so might the account for evil 
** one's be settled, by pecuniary payment, and the rich be 
** their otvn redeemers/ Every ming^on earth had long been 
** venal, and the scheme of corruption was completed, by 

putting the kingdom of Heaven at a price/* 



It is the habit of the Roman Catholic church, when a pcf* 
ton has Confessed his sins unto it, to ordain that, in ordei^ 
to appease the wrath of God, and of course to satisfy his jus- 
tice, the person so confessing shall undergo a penance or pu*^ 
nishment in his body, for what he has done wrong. This 
punishment of the body has been of late years changed, in 
most instances, into a punishment of the purse ; or, as I have 
seen it remarked, penance, has been turned into pence. Of the 
first kind, the punishment of the body, I shall say a few 
words, with regard to the practice of your ancestors, and that 
of the apostle8,^and of the primitive church. We have a canon 
still existing, which passed in a synod that was holden in this - 
country by Saint Patrick, in the year 450. This canon or« 
dains thus ; a christian who hath killed a man, or committed 

fornication, hr gone unto a soothsayer, after the manner of 
" the Gentiles, for every of these crimes shall do a year of 

penance ; when his year of penance is accomplished, he 

shall come with witnesses, and afterward he shall be ab- 
** solved by the priest." Now observe the nature of this 
penance, my friends. As man cannot read tlie heart, and is 
easily deceived by outward professions, this synod required 
good proof of the sincerity of the repentance, proportioned to 
the atrocity of the case, before it allowed the priest to ab- 
solve from the crime ; but the pardon th\is conveyed was 
never supposed to be merited by the penance, or to be pur- 
chased by it ; the canon said, he shall take a year to prove 
that he is sincere in his sorrow, and he may then be received 
back by the church; but it by no means impHes, that any sa- 
crifice he could make was of any effect to satisfy the justice 
of God.f 

f Lest there should he any mistake about the docirln^ of Penance^ as 
recielv«d hi tlit Roman Catholic Church, I quote the foilowinj; from 4ta 
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Suffering and fasting, for the purpose of subduing pride and 
the lusts of tbe flesh, are far f roni being conderanable ; and 
penance in this shape very frequently lappears, not' only to 
nave been practiced by the primitive christians, and by your 
Ancient saints, but is recommended by the Scriptures them- 
selves. HumHiation such as this is approved of in the con- 
fession of St. Patrick; And, that heartfelt contrition vi^hich 
teade us, like the publican, or ihe prodigal, to cry out for 
mercy — ^repentance in dust and ashes, self-abhorrence and 
loathing for iniquity — are pleasing to God. " The sacrifices 
«* of God are a broken spirit ; a broken and a contrite heart, 
" O God ! thou wilt not despise." (Ps. Ji. 17.) Such are, in- 
deed, of the very essence of repentance ; and the Roman 
Catholic clergy, when pressed hard upon the use of the word 
peoance, in their version of the word of God, declare that, in 
their view of its meaning, it is the saxne with the repentance of 
Ivhich I speak. If this be really so, we cannot quarrel with 
them on this point ; tbr, that repentimce is necessary to sal- - 
vation is clear from ^1 the Scriptures — « Repent, and believe 
the Gospel,'* (Mar^ !♦ 15.) is not only the declaration of our 
Saviour^ but the great subject of Christian preaching* But it 
is a doctrine of quite ala^sr invention, and foreign from the 
nature of repentance, to suppose that, by any mortification of 
ourselves, we eaa add any the lesrat; portion of assistance to 
the cross, as a means of salvation, or as a sacrifice for sin.* 
For, it was £tting that we shotild have such an High Pt'iest, 
(as Christ,) " holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sin- 
** nerst and made higher than, the heavens ; wj^o needeth not. 
•*< daily, (as the other priests,) to offer sacrifices^ first for his 
« own sins, and then for th^ people's, for this he did once, in 
offering himself;*' and agam, " by one oblation he hath per- 
" fected for ever them that are sanctified." (Heb* x. l^.) 
This great sacriiice, we see, was not only full and suffi^cient, 
but needed not repetition, for God declares of thbse who are 
redeemed, " their sins and iniquities I will remember no 
** more ; now,^' (says St. Paul,) " Where there is remission of 
♦* ^hese, there is no more an oblation for sin/* (Heb. x. 17. 
and 18.) The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth from 
all sin ; *< He is able also to save for ever, thenl that come to 
«* God by him (Heb. vii. 25*) therefore it is " that no flesh 
** should glory in Ins sight." (1 Cor, 1. 29.) What an insult 
is it, indeed, to the Majesty on high, to suppose that a worm, 

Catecliisni, p. 52. •« By Penance,'* as a sacrament, *' we receire forgvtt* 
*• ness of Uiose sins committed a/ter baptism ;** and, in order to receive it 
in a good state, the person is, among other things, *' t« 'satisfy tM in per- 
•» forming the penance laid on liim by the Priest.'* 
• See the Epistle to the Hebrews throug!iout, particularly vii. 2. G* 7.* 
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a being formed of the du^ of tlie earth, oould add any ^/huig, 
of even the most trivial value, to the price of such a ransoni* 
Contemptible sacrifice I " Hear, Oh ipv people ! arid I will 
«* speak." — " I am God, even thy God ; * " if I were hungry, 
I would not ten thee ; for the world is mine, and the fulness 
thereof." (Ps. 1, 7, and 12.) Let man remember that lie, 
and all that he can offer, is already the Lord's, Oh ! plume not 
yourselves, ti^erefore, in any tiling you can acquire, or possess, 
or surr^der ; but give to God the glory, " knowing that y^u 
wiere not redeemed with pontemptible things, as silver w 
^old, from your yain conversation of tlie tradition of your 
*^ fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as ot A laml| 
" unspotted and undefiled and remember how contemptible 
^e the best sacrifices of man — " all flesh is «s grass, and all 
" the glory thereof as the flower of grass ; the grass is wither- 
ed, and the flower thereof is fallen away ; but the word of 
^*"tiie Lord enduretli for ever." Tl^us writes ^t, Peter him* 
self,* the v^ry oldest and the very hest authority. The life cf 
man is as grass, and perisheth with a day — what then would 
the sacrifice of even thgit life signify, in the scale of redemp- 
tion, when thrown in to add weight to the sufierii^s and to the 
death of Christ? to think it any thing, is not only absurd, but 
impious, as I l)ave l^efore said. Can lye su})pose that the Son 
pf God would h^ve descended frqm the perfect glory, and 
majesty, and happiness on liigh, where he who created the 
stars was blessed for ever, to become a poor, despised, reject- 
ed, suffering, crucified mortal, and thus to bear the punish- 
ment of sin, if it were possible for justice to be satisfied by 
any mortifjgations which man could meet with on this earth ? 
If they could have sufficed* it would have be^ an easy thing 
for the Almighty to have niade this life more miserable to man 
thva it is, and to have put patience into his heart to bear, nay 
pourage sufficient to couit this niiseryi — and, surely, an eter- 
nity 01 glory would haye been well worth such a purchase ; 
but no — it was necessary that the Son of pod, in ih^ form 
of a sinless humap creature, should^ naake tlie full atonement* 
Id his mercy he has done it; and now so far from sending 
inan to mortification, he has proclaimed<^'^ Come to me, all 
ye that labour and aie burdened, and I will refresh you ; 
** take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, and you shall find 
rest to your souls ; for my yoke is sweet, and my burden 
light. (Matt. xi. 28, &c.) I have said, that God might have 
put it into the heafts of men, to sufier a life of mortification 
m the hopes of an eternal reward, if such a plan could have 
^ono any thing towards procurmg it ; let not this surprise, for 

• I I. v. 18, 19. 24, 
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eVen Satan himself has found means to enable mortals to bear 
with such a life, under this' deceitful hope. There are num- 
bers of poor heathens who have spent their days in a state of 
torture, in the hopes, by this means, to appease the wrath of 
God ; ' and the very worst that any poor contrite Roman Ca- 
. tholic sufferer has ever inflicted on himself for liis soul, to as- 
sist the agonies of his Saviour in purchasing its redemption,' 
sinks to nothing when compared with what the poor Indians 
do every day, to avert the displeasure of their gods the work 
•of their hands, wood and stone: not to dwell upon their sacri- 
ficing their very lives, by putting their heads to be crushed 
into atoms under the chariot wheels of Juggernaut, upon the 
great day of his procession, and numberless similar instances 
even of self-immolation. 

But this is only the teaching of Satan, who loves to glut 
himself in the blood of his votaries. The gospel of Christ is 
free and preaches better things. It is not the blood of bulls 
or of goats that -it requires, nor yet the blood of man; but, 
$LS God^s justice is now satisfied by the great atonement, he 
• will have mercy, and not sacrifice — " (Matt. xii. 7. see also 
Heb. X. 5. &c,) And why ? ** the Author of salvation" is made 
perfect by his passion," (Heb. ii. 10.) and this " being con- 
sumraated, he became, to all who obey him, the cause of 
^* eternal salvation (Heb. v. 9.) nothing meritorious could be 
added thereto bj*^ man, nor could' it, without impiety, be at- 
tempted by him. This is the teaching of the first Christians,- 
lind also ofthe saints, whom your ancestors so highly revered : 
the contrary doctrine has, I confess, been a long time taught 
in Ireland, but yet it is an innovation ; and your clergy err 
when they tell you thqt repentance means, in the mouth, of 
the disciples of Christ himself, any punishment inflicted upon 
yourselves, by which you can indulge the hope of turning away 
from you the just vengeance of God, which is denounced 
against sin. 

I cannot quit this point without placing before you a most 
instructive passage of Scripture— the people of Israel, being 
faint in the wilderness for want of water, Moses struck the 
rock in Horeb, and water gushed from it, freely and inex* 
haustibly, for their use. This is considered to be a type of the 
piercing of Christ upon the tree, from' whose wounds a rich 
and inexhaustible supply of heavenly gtace lias been poured 
forth, for the need of the wea^y arid heavy laden sipner, who 
comes to him for refreshment — now look lo Niimbers, Chap. 
XX. ^ you will find there the people once again' rrturmuring for 
^ater, and God commanding Moses to speak unto the rock, 
an4 that a supply of water should flow, <* And Moses lifte^ 
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^* Up his han4» ^'th his rod, he. smots iliefiodc tmoev^l! 
he smote it, in disobedience to the commaiid ef the Lord, 
who had told him only tb speak to it, in faith. And lM 

Lord spake, unto Moses and Aaron, because ye beli^iried 
" me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israeli 
*^ therefore ye shall not i)ting this congregation into the Mnd 

which I have given them." Thus was thia holy law«veri 
the favoured man, ^' wkonk the Lord knew fece taface," (Deut; 
xxxiv.) condemned to die in the .wilderness, and never to aee 
the holy land^ for not believing tlie Lord ; for increduIousLj 
attempting to mix s6methlng of his own with the great |ilail>6f 
tiis God. If then Mosejs was thus punished, how can we ex*^ 
pect to escape, if we attempt to accomplish the great purpo^ 
ses of grace, by a second smiting, when the one gr^t wound 
upon the tree has opened the free stream of unmerited graces 
instead of looking with an eye of faith upon the cro0S» and 
claiming the benefit of the promise ? 

Had I time to dwell upon it here, or were this the proper 
place^ I would gladly addiress a few wordi to my feUOw*ooiiii« 
trymen of the Protestant Church, upon the akurming ektent to 
which the doctrine of penance forms the ground of their lic^et* 
of mercy at the last day, mth- very many who are o^t conscioiii 
of their resting thereon. How mmy of the poor exclaim that 

they trust in the- Lord, that they have be&x sufficiently af^ 

dieted for their sins by the miseries of their' lives }" Ho^ 
many of the rich sit down, self^contented, tod)sel£*righteouSy 
when tliey have sacrificed, from their purse, to the poor, or 
done penance by not gratifying some ctBvin^ desire ! How 
awfully frequent does the nominally orthodox build his house, 
his eternal habitation, upon the sandy foundlttk>n of i^elf'^sacri- 
tices and human merit^; instead, of that only sure. Rock of 
agei3, Christ the righteous; that 5 < tried 8tone>" and sure 
fouildation," which Jehovah has laid in Zion. Isa* xx^Ui* 16* 



_ CHAPTER Yin, \- ; / 

OF THE INVOCATION OP SAINTS, AND T^IIE BJEr£SS£b VIRdllT. 

BijT, my fellow-countrymen, by far the most awrful of those 
innovations which have been made upon. your oldteligipn, is 
that which has introduced the invocaition of saints, and prayers 
to. the Virgin Mary, into your worship ; and which coosiqers her 
intercession, and that of departed men, to be grounds of medi- 
ation J^etween you and God. Let us see what was the practice 
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^ fiwi liidiiiaiM ; tildendedtraut tir) open to vouir eyds tlit ngtit 
ifie«r <^ iike •db^cd^ ii;^ sUwkig to you t&e fidkucy of aoM 
Mlhrrtlkili^^ in defence df ibeie jpraotkes^ which are cldeill8t(^ 
i» deceive: yo«i$ a&dk let us alsd eeiurefa how the rdij^on of the 
Hiiilv leichev hi' this iifalter« 

; .The 0{dliiei» Upon thie sebject of the knitiunt Britons^ y^th 
irMovf a6 I have: told yott before, you were cloaeiy l^bimefeled 
iHLvtiigimt^ b thus ifehHed lo uij, to; en alncient ehr^cle which 
HDpreAerv^ axocng gome veiy nsicient tuanii&cripti^,* and which 
iMartaa qv that thdy Hved in term» of tolerable peace wkh the 
daxakp^ while thode latter were Pai^aiift; but, after that, by 
the-meMos of Aiistih^ the toton beeanie Christians, in suck 
^*^4[*r^ as Aus^n had iaughi tk^Hy^ the Bryttayns wold not^ af* 
j^ter thttly ne^r eate not drynke \tryth them, becawse thej^' 
V>omu|^tdd with stip€nnttttiim,,yxnagess and ydolatrie, the true 
hi te^ipint ChnOL" I hsrre said that the religioii df St. Pat-* 
rick was purer than that of Bt. Austm, and thia opinion is ecnft-* 
fiifwd br ii\fMt appeara of the age, in relation to imaged The 
mMf^imtdf caciOflNxf bia Sybod declares, that no creatnN 
'^^it td be etromliy^^btit only the Creator akid SedaHna^ one 
< ^ the moitt ancieBiit mr'mu of Irish birth, who irVed m the same 
maasvy Wid^ St. Patrick^ gives it as a general kw, that to 
"^Idove alijr mher besides the Fafler^ and the Son^ and the 
^ H<dy Ghoiit, is Ae enme of impiety ;'± aad, id words st^ 
iMorotiger', till tbttt (tee aeal ow^ to Ged, if it bestow it upoh 
01^ beiite Ood, ktsmmohwit adiihery/'^(a name which 
i# gmn td iddatry throt^oat tiie Bible.) With still m6xt 
yattf cidifr0t»en||thy Ckiiadm repr^ 

irit« mnong the Heathen^ £dt their foodish mventions of ways 
•* hmf the inflsiible Ood* wight be worshipped by a visible 

i»tM^i,-*§- The liturgy wtueh k used by you now was not 
tliai of yotir aiMC^offir } the present was first iniroduced about 
700 yeum by OSQebdrUis affid other Lc^es of the Pope ; 
ttnd it is plain, from their letters, which exist and commana ita 
adoption, that, until then, itJifttiMOt known in this island ; one 
ecntence among many will suffice, which I shall take from 
Bernard's Life of Malaehias^- or Sti M^lachy, who was one of 
the abovementioned legates— speaking of that person, and of 
]^l?eland/ < he , •ays : t(he custoai^- of t}>e holy Church of 
"Rome did he establish in all churches; and hence it is, 
^«thAt at tkM diff, (A;d. the canrniioai hoar» are 

** olmmi^A md sung thefoin^ aooordio-f to the manner df 
-^Yi&l^ eattfii', W^hefeotf, helTore thcttf this teas Mt 

d^tt^ 4m^ liOt^ in ^ cfity itfielf^^^tho city here meotfoncd^ 

? . ♦ Xfcn. Col. CiWnbr cxiv. Arl f7X f Spel. Cone. 
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is Armagh — the passage, and the places now quoted, put it' 
out of all doubt, that the present system of prayers which 
is used by your priests is an innovation upon the old. 

But, before I proceed to declare the practice of the primi- 
tive church, as exhibited in the New Testament, it is neces- 
sary to answer, as I have, promised, some observations in de- 
fence of "these practices, wWch have been so ingeniously con- 
trived as to deceive you altogether on this subject. And f 
shall sum up, in one, the excuses for the use of images, &c. 
which exist in tl^e Roman Catholic Catechism. — Why dp' 
" we pray before the crucifix, and before relics, and unages 
"of saints? A. Because they enliven our devotions, by ex- 
•* citing pious affections, and desires, and by renimding us of 
Christ, and his saints," — and commenting on this practice^ 
a writer, of your church has lately said, in defence of it, 
"By the doctrines of the Catholic Church we- are taught to 
" believe, that the veneration and invocation of angels, and 
♦* of saints, are acts lawful, and advantageous to ourselves; 
•* and, by the same authority, we are also taught to Relieve, 
** that, in those acts, there is nothing which, can derogate, in 
" any degree, fi'om the honour that belongs to the supreme 
" majesty of God ; or which can be injurious, in any respect, 
" to Christ's character of mediator for man" — and, that every 
child is iniStructed, " that, when he prays to saints, it must be 
" with dispositions of mind, and with an expression of lan- 
" guage, which are essentially different from those which he 
" emproys, when the God of the saints is himself addressed.^'* 
My friends, I shall not require more than the passages quoted 
here to prove, to what a deep and dangerous error, what a 
bhnd and awful delusion, this doctrine leads ; for, besides 
that a distinction so nice can never be made sufficiently clear, 
besides that there is great difference of opinion, among the 
doctors of your dwn church, about what , the nature of the 
distinction is, and therefore it can never be either understood^ 
or observed by the common people, the Scriptures make no 
such distinction — and here let me appeal to experience, and 
ask, does not the great difficulty that certainly exists in our 
enjoying communion with God in prayer, consist in this, that 
the world has too much possession of our thoughts, and Satan 
too much power of them ? Who does not find this to be the 
ease; and does not the putting before our eyes an earthly 
object, a creature, to engage the attention, increase the dif- 
ficulty ? When employed in devotion, if our eyes fix upon any 
particular object, our thoughts instantly wander away fr6m 
God ; and, if there be a painted window, or a ceiling covered 
with pictures of sacred scenes, they attract attention still more 
• Letter! by the Rev. J. Calderbank, 18H. 
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than common objects do ; nothing but abstraction from Out- 
ward things can tix devotion aright ; and nothing is harmless 
to look on,' but the book of prayer — so that, putting the wor- 
shipping of saints out of the question, I must conceive them 
to be an hindrance to prayer, instead of exciting " pious alFec- 
" tions and desires." 

A short view of the oldest doct^es, which are those of the 
Scriptures, upon this point, taken in reference, both to it 
generally, and to the manner in which it is excused by its 
advocates, shall close my observations respecting it. 

The following is the second commandment — " Theu shalt not 

make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 
■* thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
" or that is in the waters under the earth ; thou shalt not bow 

down thyself to^them and so on. (Ex. xx. 4, 5.) But, 
how this clear and positive command, written amidst the thun- 
ders of Mount Sinai, with the finger of God himself, should 
ever have been left out of the inspired Book of his Word by your 
church, is a matter of great wonder ; especially as it exists 
in every genuine copy that has ever been seen, that is not 
entirely modern. It certainly was not omitted by your ances- 
tors ; and whosoever it was that first thought of discarding it, 
your church is now so much ashamed of its having been left out, 
that it has been restored in many of your versions. Observe^ 
now, my dear fellow countrymen, how clear and positive it is ; 
and remember, that it is the express law of God himselt^L 
You shall make no image, not even of things in heaven ; nor 
bow to it in worship — there is no use here of the distinctions 
- of Latria, and Duiia, and such like inexplicable words ; no* 
puzzling terms; no vain- allowance for " exciting pious de- 
•* sires." — My friends, look throughout the Books of Moses in 
particular, and you will see, not only the danger of such prac- 
tices, but the anxious cautions of God to mankind, that they 
should shun them, because of that danger. God had com- 
manded two figures of cherubims to be placed in the taber- 
nacle ; they were not to be worshipped, but the matter. was so 
mistaken by the people, that, even in opposition to Moses, 
they set up a golden calf to be their God, because the figure 
of an ox predominated in the cherubim : and, although severely 
punislied for their folly, ten tribes out of twelve, and the en- 
tire nation that descended from them, took up this vile worship, 
and forgot the Lord their God; becoming, by degrees, worse 
and worse, until they provoked their God to cast them away 
Irom him altogether, at least for a period which has lasted 
until the present day. Again, Moses was commanded to raise 
up a brazen sei*pent in the wilderness ; not as a God, but to try 
the faith of the people, and to serve as a type of Christ — they 
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o«s serpents were sent anieng tA#ni> wiiieli he prayed sbouj^ 
1^ renmed. G^d^ {therefore, order^l this ^^rpeat tp 
fwAied, and dhat whosoever shjouldUooJc lupon it, should hf 
hestked^y and whosoever vrould not, showed in his perverse*iess 
i^ie : til is doae to prove tjbe iniphcit fyiih ef ^l>e p^^ople ifi 
^he •word and proniifte i©f' Jehovah t bwit, my fi'ie^idg^ seg t^e 
lafnentiiteW de«4'Jivit?f oar nature, ever ^X9^ ftp d^p^art fcoqa 
^iwe w>6¥«i<p of the only one HS»ftd**HtJii$ «eiipe<^t became 
km object of ;axio4*ation, aiad, aUhough th^ piiO^ i^u^ ii^zeki^ 
foimd k necessary to break ".in pieces ^ bw^e«tH6erp(ent thaA 
Mosos ^ad 4mde, for imto those d^yii i^ldrfBn of Xiir^^l 
" did bfirtt im«nse U> it,*' ' (2 KihgSi i^yiii. 4?) it is moftt strange 
to say, that it is even row given as li» 'eastdrnfi^ j by the 
^te#s of yout" ehcfPcb, to justify (bhem *» their uae ira^s ; 
i)ut confide*' this awf^l fact^ that -Satafo .b»s ever been ^JW;; 
^a\d 0ver will^ tb li^ad the world tin to adolatty by degroe6« The 
iron^i^, for instauoe, si\ heatheii natioasj of -the S^p, 
-tbcir mdny ^ods, and of tdle liufiiberies^ ii^ifigfs b|^ v^^dk i^i^y 
%5er^ rejyresented, .sprung ou^, for tiice .mo^ti pj^tj from .thji 
^stom of >eiideavooritt|g to ^ esccile ^M^a^d^fi^i^j^^' by^ptaping 
fcefere -Ihe eyes of peopfle something tji> repuad ih^ ojt 
the g^oryj ttttd^pf tke btfcer ajtttibuftes .of tjie gr^e^M: Creator 
the world. The Regenerating chacajcter iof he^t^t ina% 
gradually th^s Icsing the feeling jdnd i^eooUeetion of what was 
-referred to, and beoommg ^engrossed by the image alone* Th^ 
^vorship of the oniy true LordJfehovah was/known to Adanif 
^ndto Kotth ; 'lSiekf descendants put Aip im^es to doiionouj^ 
-t^ 'Gibdj in tm^^er carnal ; and ilieir dascendaiits «gain^ 
fenlSrely neglecting their origin, Jretained the inures, wh^le jthey 
forgot the Lord who made them. JBuch wag the danger»-7and 
Bee the consequence^ although the wbrld was ^ well peopled 
«t ^e time of the Dekige, as it is now, but J^ight persona 
worshipped God, in spirit and: in truth—* but leiglH p^sons of 
'taillions were preserved. The world jagain ,1^^ well peoaled 
in the time of Abraham ; and still but one femily preserved lihe 
Jpure wdrdhip of Jehovah • ten tribes of the chiidien of 4f^^ 
nam went afterwards, in a mas^ after golden calves a^ -WBr- 
«pents, which at first, my friends, perhaps lOniy edited " j^ioua 
desires and now the ^urch of Christ that cftils itself the 
<>nly Catholic, is desired by its clei»y to follo^.lihiB tHep& 0t 
•kll fie^ in this dangerous practice* Your merciful God^ there- 
fore, aware of the danger of this &11, in his bof)k that writ- 
ten for your learning, and for your instructifflainiigjiteovisne^ 
in the xxiii. chap, of Exod. v. 32, 33. commands his people 
jbus— ^" Tbo^i ^alt not -enter into league with tiiem," the Ca- 
naanites, nor with their gods; let them not dw^^U m thy 
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^ laitd, lest tfiey mafee thfee sih against rhe." Th6y heglectepi 
ihis commaud, however, and what was the result ? We are told, 
•in Genesis, that Rachel, the wife of Jacob, haS taken away 
the images which her father worshipped, and hid them in he* 
tent> in the hopes, as it is supposed, that he would setve the 
-Lord when they were not to be found (chap, xxxi.); but sec 
the danger of tampering with such matters, and how like a 
plague Uiey infect all who touch them ; but a short time passed 
before Jacob finds it necessary to say unto his household, and 
to all that were with him, cast away the Strange gods that are 
" among you, and be cleansed."* With this view also, God 
commands his people-^(Deut. vii. 25, &c. Douay yersioh) " their 
" graven images thou shalt burn with fire lest thou offend; 
" neither shalt thou bring any thing of the idol into thine house, 
" lest thou become loathsome," (See here Jer. xv. 2. 5. and 
the entire of Jer. xliv.) Such are the words of scripture ; and, 
.iny dear friends, they are indeed too important to neglects 
iA.cc6rdingly the Israelites, when with humbled hearts they re- 
turned to their great Father Jehovah, knd implored forgive- 
ileste for their vile idolatries, permitted the object of theif* 
idolati-y, although formed of the precious metal of gold, to be 
ground into powder, and cast into the sfcream-*--(£x. xxxii. 20. 
^c.) Let us, also, attend to this awful ctirse ; and search the 
scriptures whether these things be so, or not. 

Let it not be here said, that it is a calumny to assert of your 
thurch, that imag^ are Svorshippeil for themselves its cate- 
chism, a6 authorised by theCoundil of Trent, will settle this 
point. — It teaehes that " images of saints are put. in churches, 
" as well tbat they may be worshipped^ as thai, we^being ad^ 
monished by their ekample, might conform ourselves to their 
lives." Look also to the practice of every day among all 
itfe podr people . of Ireland i practice which Bellarmine,,f 
fiiJIy authorises in the following words : " Images must be 
^' worshipped, not only as exemplars, but by themselves,*^ 
t again repeat lhat I can admit of no distinctions of Latria 
&nd Dulia, which the poolr people do not, and whicTi nobody 
can well understand, . God's command is universal, and far the 
safer guide; " neither shalt thou bring any tiling of the id<A 
^ into thin^ house, lest thou become loathsome." Yeu must 
indulge me, as the subject is of such importance, both on ac- 
count of the doctrine and of the authority, if I dwell a short 
time longer on the practical opinions of the oldest church, I 
mean that of tlie Apostles, respecting prayers to saints and 
angei6, and the intetrcessiouTyf the Virgin. 

* Gen. xyxv. .2, see also Judges, vii. fi7. Josh, viir l. Jud^es^ii* 32. & 9, 
t ^ Ima^. lib. ii. c. 21* , '** 
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The Devil, having tried to tenmt our blessed Lord, tlirews 
put snares to the temper of pride, the sin bjr which Satan hiniT . 
«elf first fell ; and offers to him the world, if he wpuld but fail 
down and worahip him — ^but our L4ord replies to him thu^: 
<^ The Lord thy God shalt Uiou adore ; and him only shalt 

thou serve." (Mat. iv. 10.) Cornelius, the first Gentile con* 
^ert to Christianity, when he saw St. Peter, fell down at his 
feet and .worshipped him; " but Pet^r lifted him up, saying, 
*^ arise, I myself also am a man.'' (Acts x. 25, ^0 
friends ! how would it become his successor to follow his great 

Ettem in this example of humility i The Apostle Paul, and 
imabas, on performing a notable miracle at Lystra, were 
about to be adored by the people; but, when they heard 
thereof rending their clothes, they leaped gut among the 
*^ people, crying, and sayii^g, Ye men, why dp ye these things H 
^ we also are mortals, men like unto yo^, preaching to you, 
to be converted from these vain things tp the living God." 
(Acts XLV. 13 and 14)« If these examples be said not to be. 
to the point, because the Apostles were living persons at the- 
time; they, however, afPord us an ackQowl^dgnient, ^hat, being 
men as otliers were, and of" like passions with other human 
creatures, they could have no merits to share with their fel- 
low sinners; for that, equally with, all mankind, they were 
obliged to fiy to the foot of the cross, and» humbled t^^T^ >^ 
the dust, to cry for mercy, yea even for thie sii^s oi their hoi v* 
things. Bnt the scriptures equally condemn player to angela 
with that tq saints — St. John tells us in his Revelations (xix. 
.10. & xxii. 9.) that he 'Siell down ^efore his feet to adore 
''him,'' meaning the Angel of the Lord; f'^ ai\4 h^ saith unto 
me, see thou do it not, I am thy fejlo# «3rvani, an4 of thy * 
brethi^en wh^ have the testimony of Jesus ; 'a4Qre God.". 
Let me then, appeal to you ixiit\e words of St. Paul, (Col. ii, 
18.) Let na man sediice you willing in humility, f^d religion 
♦* of angels.*'* Oh, my dear friends ! seek n<)t to hiunble your^^ 
selves to man, however highly the mai) may be exalted in spi- 
ritualf or in temporal power; and dare not to >vorship any 
creature, how celestial soever ; — ** adore God," 

You will, perhaps, expect that I should make an exception 
in favour of one saitited person here, and question me thus ; 
supposing it to be true that saints of a less high character are 
not to be thought of, in any manner, during our devotions ; can 
it be denied that it must be wis.e and prqper to make a friend 
of die mother of Jesus ? and can it be ^uppqsed that she wilf 
not have influence with him, her son, in favour of those when) 
i^he^ loves ?^My friends, look to the Bible, It is a very re<^ 

* he note ta the Hhemish teftUiment clean this obscure sentence thli!»?gi 
1^ J^a^ls, Jli; • self-willed, self-infented, soperstitiovt WQi^hi^^*' 
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revereticefd our tidtdf were ifidfcecl to tetnk too jugbly of kis 
ifiother. 8^ I^ke* xJ* 27. " And it'ciime to dfe he spoke. 

these thm^, * e^^rtiiirt woinan frOm the croU?4, liftiig up her 
'♦voice/ ^did uht^i feim; blessed is the wooib that >one thee^ 
*' ahd the paj)^ g&ve thee siick 1 But he laid, Yea^ father 
; ** blessed hfb they wht^ hMr the word ^ Go^^ and Jceep dk;'-*^ 
pcpYe^sly" deelarifyg ihaii not eVen his Mother, the 'Wesaed 
among \Vortrett, possessed liny dirine priyiliSge as sucji^ And 
And It is very wotthy of observation, by the way, how' highly 
the hearing of the Woiki df God is priced by our Saviour, ii^ 
this te^it ; surely th<^*o 1»ho refuse to spread that word atftoa^ 
you, ^ind yet tea<ih yOii to jiray to the Virgin Mary^ have aoi 
sitfilciently a,tteAd^df toithis fenmarkable sehtence, which, int. 
few words, cond^ititts tlie ovi^rstrained veneration of your 
church ft)t the blessed Virgin, atid its mnVarfantaWe jealousy 
respecting thfe gf^at blesstfyg of learmng the word of Grodj, 
^hich without hearing, yoil eftniwt keep^ Put, to retnm^ 
Hit foIloT^ing text coniittiw tl>i» saying \ and both toother s^en^ 
as if they iteVe spoken by our Lord^ in the spirit of prbphecy, 
fbrcsc^ein^ Yhe tii^e wfiieh Sfatan might, in after ttrnes^niake ofl 
ll^r'iikVst pticufi^ irittidtion, -to set ner lip ih |)he hearts of men 
2fe kti idbl pf ri^tidns, and to crown )ier as the Queen of Heave»^ 
In g't.^Mm'k We read thus (ii*. ^1, Ac.) And^is mother and 

his brethrt^ti dktne;" " aiid the ttjultitude /lai about him; and 
f* th^y say to hihi^ Bi^h^ld thy mother and thy brethren widi- 

Vif bout seeking fei^ thc^ j and^ art^ering theua, he. sftid, wnc^ 
" % my tnbther ^d taf bretht^i ? and lookiag rqiind abont ori 

thtm. who sat al^6iit htf?^, hj^ i^aijb, Beljrqid jny mothfer and- 

lAy brethren ; fc^^^'htlioever shaH do the will pf God, he is 
•* iriy br6thei^, fthd mj' sister, and m^Uipf a doctrine gigree*. 
able td the entire of his teaching, that His faithful &isciple$ 
should be his brethren, by adopti^Mi; that iliey should be thu$. 
emitled td calpppoh w>e conirtion Abba, father 1 iiiat tliey 
fihbuld ti itt%im,' And fee in thfefti, (John xiv. 20. k Ephw iy. 
ire.) by ah union of a nature so condfescending, as to bte utterly 
incomprehensible to AW* She wbdHirad cnosea to be hia 
ifioAief, according ti3f thfe41eFh, Wad to be but his sister, and the 
Bitter df all htrdi^ci^l^s itl the^dt ; n^hite, like frU ft^h, '&hd 
i^eqiiired, eqtiaffty with the rfelst of '^ur Iklkn race, a Siviour \ 
.iajA\Mref6f^ she elicciaithS) ^* My dofli iii%mfy th* Lord, 
1^ aii^ . tnV s^irit^ IMh t^&jbltoed {ft God; irijr Saviour i\ (Luke u 
f6 4t.y and,' the^ iShfe tokd Was witfe her, and she 
Ihdi^e^l blessed amoftg Wtfi^rt, (Lilfe<l u {18.) every paaswig^ ef 
th^ Gospel*- Tii^ich brings Rer ihtsA^^^nrt^^ion wltli blm dehiV>li4 
Btrates, that, so far from placing her in a situation of a mediator 
B^We^h i^an hilfi, iv\Xh « kind of feeWnf the fte- 
fcessity that ^ Writt^ft authority ^hDuM exiirt; fb dheefe that 
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fiSnptdtfon hereafter, t^j^f^ed heii Jltterferdncc, in ^\^iij^v^ 
j^herein hh tftmrstry was cmicel»Ded*-8ee here Luke ii. 41 > 
partrcubrly v. 4-9.— -<.Per. yVu 18. & xHv. 17. In these latter ^extij 
shall firtd, that the title* of " Q»ecn o^* Heaven/' which tl^ 
pfews had! giyfeti t<y doftie ^jj^ocfo^ their idolatr^r »s dejaottnceA 
as offensive to Jehovah ; and yet her w6cship is obstinately con? 
^hiued by them, aHedgi»^ to baye been the practijee of their 
fatheis ! 

" Th^re is one G9d, and one mediator, of God and, meny 
r tlite Mim CWst J^stt*,'* sajrs St. P*ul (1 Tlnu ii. gep 
piho 1 Cor. vii?: 5. and miwihow St. John, and tin? great 
head of your ehitrch, St* Pete^r, d«ecl|ffe tlie sanie doctrhae to 
tire Jews, whi?n speaking of i^hrist of Naaareth, (Acta^ 
fv. 12.) " Neitli^r is there sal^atiort in any other^ for there ia 

no other name tmder heaven, give*i tq men-, whereby we mu«t 
" be saved."r-^These wbrds of G^d prove that Christ is our 
(ftnlv medfatot with the Father. This may, indeed, be admitted ^ 
ana, tny frierjds, you mil be told, that th^ use of the pfr^yerji 
to tfre Virgfh Mary, and the intercession of saints, ia ta mediate 
l^fth the Son ; imd you may, perhaps, be told thikl the wo^da 
^tre, no name under Heaven ^ not excluding a name in Heaveiiv-r 
but St. John says, " If any maA sin, we hafve an advocate 
^ with the Father, Jesus^ Christ the h»t," (1 John ii. J.)^ 
^nd in all the declarations of the Gospel, and toe i«teroeaaiG^ 
ft)r fallen man, there k ndthmg p\it fbrlji but Christ alone-*^ 
he who is " always living to mahe intercession for us," 
(Heb. vii. 25.) and is able to save to the uttermost, or^ 

fof eyer, them that come to God by himw'' What other 
Mediator is named? and, if the aposde^ do not mentioat 
any other. Upon what authority- can it be said, that the 
doctrine of the intercession o^ saints can be the old doo- 
trine of Christianity ? Oh, my fHends ! they teach you an awful, 
d^lu^fovi who teach you^ so; remember this^ that, Jeso^ Christ 
was God and man ; as a mere God he does not mediate, but 
as such he is himself* one person, in the mysterious Trinity, 
between which and man mediation ia to be made : the Mediator 
i« the Man Jesus Christ, who aa a partaker of the nature of U 
ntan ; thid the entire Epntle io tte H^bnewsj ^eciaDy 
ch. i%. 25. &c. and ch. ii. 14. frc. demonstrates : the mediator- 
could not have been an angel, who does not partake <>f xms 
natures he was necessarily, therefore, as you find it written, 
the atnjhesd man, Christ Jesus and the same te^ teHs you 
^at there is but one mediator. My dear fciebds, look aboU^ 
you in time, and fly to his^ everlasting mim alon^^he win 
spread them beneath you ; his banner over yon ia kHre«" 
}fe has said, Come to me,, all you that labour, and «re four- 

deqed, and I will refresh jnu. Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn of me, because X am meek ana humble of heart ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 



*<^arid you shall find rest to jrdur souk:*' (Mat. xi. 29.) wfcy, 
therefore, should you fear to approach him ? He has said, *i My 
•* grace is sufficient for thee (2 Cor. xii. 9i) why, therefore, 
^ould you seek for grace elsewnere ? He came ta call sinners 
to repentance — ^he came to preach t^e Gospel to the poor — ^be 
not, therefore, restrained by a sense of guilt, Or of wretched- 
ness, from comhig at once to the fotntain head of mercy» to 
Jesus, wht) has thus declared, " him who cometh io me I will 
- *f not cast out.*' (John vi. SV.) 

But, in t1?uth, the doctrine is all of Isodern invention. Per^ 
ren (de invoc.) confesses, that he found no footsteps of 
praying to saints, either in the Scriptures, or in the Fati[ie;rs, 
before -the four first Councils j" .and Bellarn^ allows tha^ 
they began^ to be invoked, not by law, but by custom.* Se- 
veral other 'great Roman Catholic Doctors also admits that ^ch 
a doctrine is not mentioned in ifye Scriptures. Nay, even 
the Council of Laodicea,f in its 35th canon, forbids the faiths 
ful to call upon the name of angels. The use of images^was 
again condemned by the representatives of the universaji 
church, in the Council of Constantinople,. A- D. 754, and this 
by the unanimous decree of 338 bishops, who commanded 
^their removal ; and, although the Pope confirmed the canon of 
tiie sfecond Council gf Nice, (so late as theyear 787>) pass^ 
by-only 150 bishops, authorising image worship, the Ei^lisl^ 
Cathohc church rejected it, writing a hook to condemn it, and 
sent it, in this name of the Princes and Bishops, of Enslandji 
4a Charlemagne of France.| This prinqe, who had been Ted to 
bl^ject to the lise of images, partly by argumepts drawn from 
the Scriptures by our great countryi^an Alcuinus, who wa« 
then a bishop in Ki^ court, held a council at Frankfort, A, D. 
794«,»at which he condemned the. above-mentioned canpn of the 
Council of Nice :1| so that it was not until the year 787 that 
image worship was taught in the Rom^n Catholic cliurch ; andj, 

. * Beatit. SanCtovura. I^ib- 1; 

. f It asserts that Christians ought not to forsake the church of God, an^ 
depart aside, and invocate Angeh ; now, as it awefully declares thus.— '< i0 
«^any nian, tberefbre, be found to give himself to this privy ithhiiy, let bin) 
^< .be acimrsed;^* it behoved the adirocateaof image worship, and theinvoca- 
tibn of saints, either to forpe, or tq f ipl^n tifay au authority so powerful.' 
Tfaey chose the latter m^^ns, and thpir manner of doing so is cyrious indeed.' 
T|ie word ** angels" is '* angehs** in the original ; clianging <? into u converts 
it into *• angulos'* of cdrners ; this cl^ange, therefore, WAs fngeniously made 
and tlie privy idolatry which is now said to 'be condemned upon the authori/y^ 
of the caioli, is worikipping in comers ; so that you may inirc^e* without 
danger of anathema, aariaany angels as you wilL See authorities in Usher's 
Answer, p. 47 L. * • x .. v , 

■ ^ Hoved..Aon. part 1. p. 405- . Mat.; West. ann. 793. 
1^ Henry*8 £2ngland, II. 148, 9, and his authorities there quoted ; asd 
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U was oiily very partially received ; and it wa^ m)t until thp 
ninth century that the second Commandment was first omit- 
ted.^ This omisskm, Mr. Henry remarks, ** shews that images, 
" which h^id been introduced into the Church, as ornaments and 
helps to memory, were now become the objects of adoration." 
Let me now put a plain question to vour commonr sense-^ 
supposing that the prayers ok* saints to Jesus Christ could save 
you, and thftt your own prayers to Jesus can do it also, is it 
not safest to go to him at once? he will do the great business 
for you at the least as well ; and yau are sure of his inter- 
ference, because of his promise: you cai>not be so sure that 
your saint will intercede for you, as he has not promised k, 
or pledged himself to you. Besides, would not conu;non sense 
bring you to the Prime Minister, if he propiised an epiploy- 
xnent to you for only asking it ; instead of going to a favourite • 
tlerk> who has pledged no promise, ^and may not be so favour- 
ably inclined ; nor, after all, have a decided power to insure 
success. The doctrihe^ therefore, of the intercession of ssdntsi 
is, to say the best of it, useless ; because God is omniscient, 
«nd knows all our wants ; is abundant in mercy, and is ever 
veadv to relieve-^o, what is the use of prayer to saints? It is, 
surely, but so much time lost ; particularly as no intercessor, 
but Jesus Christ, can be every where present at one time ; and 
the saint whom you may chuse to address, may not be in the 
neighbourhood :to hear you ; he may be, truly, with som^ 
greater favourite in Italy, or in Spain — ^d can you be T^ertain 
that he to whom you pray, may not be displeased with you for 
doing so ; agreeably* with the assertion of St. Augustine, f 
that the angek are offended when they are worshipped. 
» I will just' Mention one absurdity, which is very striking, in 
the reason given fbr praying to St. Anne, tlie mother of Mary ; 
it is because it is supposed that she can use authority w^ith her 
daughter, who will then make interest with our Lord, as his 
mother ; but, if this be allowed as rational, where is it to end ? 
:t For tbe very same reason you should pray to the mother of 
Anpe, and so to her mother s mother, and so on, (fbr there is 
no ground for drawing a line,) to NoaJi's wife, and thus to o\jur 

* Henry's England, Vol. II. 159. 

f In Ps. 95. Turn tibi ir&scitur angelut, quanJo ipsum colero voluerisK*' 
^ Sze here Act9 ix. 15. Rom. ix. 21. 2 Tim. ii. ^1.. h Kings vi. HI* 
Jos. iii. 5. and Ps. Izxviii. 2 J. 

With regard to prayers which are offered up in a foreign language, for ih^ 
people, they may think to excuse themselves from jl^Iame, because of igno.. 
ranee; but .so strict is. the jealousy of God. tliat even sins of ignorance re- 
quire, an atonement. (£xod. iv. 1. &c. Num. vi. 9, &c,) for men should ba 
cautious. in matters of such importance. ' At all events, thosis who have been 
urarnedv ain with their eyes;open, if they repeat the oifence. T^Q possibility 
of committing a dangerous error, by, making prayers that we 4o not undcr- 
litand, pvQvefr strongly the impropriety of u^Ing an^ but the. language pf the 
people in religious services. ; 
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^iH5t tttother feve. 'The glaring al)sur.tlitv ot this is,' surely/ 
enough to cowdemn the ])ractice alU)ge4her. 

It is iMit necessary for me to dwdi upon the suj^errititioiisf 
^en^ation which is attAcliod to the relics of saints, it is aa 
errdr like to that of wjWdi I have been treating, and will yield 
witli it to thetruth; if wc are persuaded to give up the adora-* 
Hon of saiiHts, we shall readily ba hkriRi^jlit to luiie qiiT jj^yg 
ration for theh* naliesi ' . - 

CHAPTEtt IX, 

i>f TkE CiiV TO THE LAITY, AND TR^NSUB^TANTlATlOJ^i 

Yotru ancestors, the faithful saints of cAd, diA not -foifcid the 
laity to partatt'Tof the cupj « the adfiiBiiAeiByig of rfie saoni^ 
rnent* The venerable Bede tells in his Lite of St. Cuthbert^^ 
(c. 15.) that Hildmer," an officer of thfe iCing of Northunibeiv 
laiid, sent for Uiat saint' to n»Hist«6r of tiie Lord'^ibody ^and 
blood Id his wife. Saint Fnrseus, or funey^, in the seveatfe -cenf- 
tnry, exhorts the pastws ctf tihe^ureh sfcrfeiigthen the ikxjda 
i5f the faithftil, " with the ^pirkiial food of dDdtiawe, Bt£ the 
«^ participathm of the iio!y body, ^ndkktfd^'^'^-WBeAy ifidmit tma^ 
tiplying qnotations, the imdernamed tnritfewjare aerapiy feiUicrant 
to siieV, tiiat women in tliose days, did; «stiiey >ejBpre!BS iti 

enjoy the banquet of theb&dy and 6hod of JesuaTChriat, iiid 
^* drink out txf the <^aKce."* In Acting thu«, your aacestm 
did but preservt tihe,6usteni of the aen4:ient Christian church, m 

Few people in this country are aware of flie ejrtent to which prayer to thfe 
Virgin Mary hem been abused abroafl. The prayers of the R. Catholics herfe. 
address l»er, it is trUe, as '« the Mother df -dWhie grace,*^ " *B'<am«eiof our 
jay;" they make a creature to be ttie •<vM>fBge«f tauuer^" iiiutead of God 
hhnaeU'; and, in actual despite of nonieroiis texts eArt»df^ amply quoteCi^ 
t}i«y «ubstUute anoi^r advocate for ^iBners^ in the room of the only mediator 
for fallen man, the^man Jesus ChrLathe Eighteous— (see Dr. Beilly's cate- 
chism) in the pray*r« of your church abwad. the virgin has been often re(Jucsted 
to command her son; and, my friends, were 1 to lay before you att the bla*- 
oliemy that has been uttered to hertn VAriotis ages* I ^oubt iwi^hfltyoU 
wroidd be extremely surprised^two 4«staA«et shall sUffice—p^eraardinus A0 
icnti exclaims ; *« 3ut tliou, O most girauofitl Viigki ! didbt not thou xlo 
** sometliing to God? Didst not thou make him any recompense? Truly, 

(if it be lawful to speak; thou in some respec^t, didst greater thar^gslovGbd, 
«« ilian God liimself did to thee,* and to «H mwjifcind : thou only didst sing, 

lie tliat is mighty hfith donenp me great things ; b«t I do tinf^, «nd say, 
" that thou hast don'fe greater things to him that is-lflighty.** The second 
is, that the text of scripture has "been corrupted, to say, «« *ome imto Mavy." 
(instead of me, or Jesus Christ) *« all ye that labour and aire heavy laden, ,and 
" she shall refresh you; and the Psalter of . Bmnavcntu^e chawges tlw last 
Psalm from »' Praise the Lord," ^z, to " Praiije our Lady, fti 4ier saints; 
*• Praise her in her virtues, and miracles !'* i>et this •sifffiee' to shew- you 
what has been done. See .authorities adduced in *UAer*s Answ er, p. 4t»4y 8te, 

♦ Cogitosus in vita Brigidae. Ion. in vit. Burgundcfore^. See Mlso <he 
collections ^f Capsgravej Swius; &c^V?h9JP?s Reli^ittiji Of ll?e«mitOt.Jtrish4 
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tli^ teWe', mid of A^^aostles ; they had read and nmrked thi 
tepist)e of St. Pdl^Hkre fie speaks Co the entire body of 
Christian convertl^^^^pth thus, " As often as you sha]l eat 
**^is bread|, and oHHRe chalice, you shall shew the death 
^^Whe Lord, until he coriie (1 Cor. xi. 26.) and " Let a maii 
prove himself ; and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
** the chalice ;* (do. 28.) and they perc«ived tluit there was nd 
^exclusion here — they had observed how, in that chapter, St; 
Phul sharply rebukes the Corinthians for irreverence in their 
communion, in eating and drinking unWOTthily, and his rebuke 
is to all of the congregation, (v. 18. 21, 30, & 33.) and not to 
t^ie minister, or to any particukr imlividuals^ — but, above all, 
they had noted the awful words, by which this great : acranient 
had been instituted ; and they found it thus spoken by the 
Lord himself, " drink ye all of this,'' (Mat. xxvi. t?7.) and 

they all drank of it (Mark xiv. 23, & Luke xxii. 19 ^ 20, 
I Cor. xi. 25. <l'c.) they had read also where he says, '* he that 

eatefh rhy flesh, and dririketh Iby bloody abidietn in me, and 
*^ I in him and yet again, in John vi. 54, 55, knd 57, " anien, 

aanen, I say unto you, except you eat tlie flesh of the Son 
«< of Manj and drink his bfood> you shall not have life in 
»«yoir." • 

The pra6ti<*e, theriefor^, of giving the cup td all the people; 
hot only existed among your ancestors, but was that of the 
times of the apostles, and continuted unalteried for a very long 
i^errod afterwards. LanfVanc,* Archbishop of Canterbury, iii 
the year 1081, wrote thus to the people of Dublin, " We be- 
^ fieye that it very much behoves all *of every age, as well the 
** llvmg as th^ dying, to strengthen themseltes by the partici- 

patldn of the body and blood of the Lord." The Pope Gela- 
tiiis, who di^d in the year 496, declare'd, *^ that the Eucharist 

could nOt, without sacrilege, be received in one kind oi\ly-"t 
Becanus, a Roman Catholic Writer,:!: confesseth that, for 1400 
years, the jSeople might drink of the'cup, if they would ; and 
the 'Council of Constance, which fiVst forbids the cup to th^ 
people, declares, in the very ordinance} which makes this 
new riegulafion, that, " although Christ did minister this sacra^ 
, « ment under -the forms of bread and wine, and although, in 

the primitive' church/^ (observe that^ in the old, and first 
Christum church) " this sacrament was received by the faithful 
*< under both kmds ; yet, from henceforth, it shall lie given in one 

kinJonljr to the people ;* this was so late as the. year 1415 — , 
the ttue history of it is, that, about this time, the doctrine of 

. • Epis; nib. %b Ep, xxviii.-^*' Credimas enim**genefah*ii» onipes, om- 
*' nibus aetatibiis plurimura eXpedire, tarn viventos, quapi raorieutes, Dominicl 
Corporis. et sanguinis pcrcepiione sese.ipunire.*' 
f Ajn Gratian dfi coniecrat. dist. 2. c. 12. . , . , , 

\ In manualii de Coimrtatniionefsiib utraque specie,'* § Sfess. I'^i 

M . ' 

'/ 
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transubstantiation began to be preached ; and it was foinid ouf^ 
hy the Roman Catholic clergy, that, by giving the bread, they 
gave the flesh of Christ, and of coi^pee, in that flesh, hir 
blood — this, I shall remark by li e v/ay, was a very 
reason, indeed, were it even foin Jtd in inuli: for it w 
be just as strong an argument against giving the cup to 
clergy ; and to admit of it would be to suppose our Saviour 
to <^fl|i|Kry vain and unnecessary thing, in commanding the 
use cup at all : besides, it destroys one great end of 

the nRHmient, which is to continue the memory of his ines- 
timable bloodsnedding : but, far wopse than this, it deprives you 
all, not only of the delightful and refreshing privileges leltt to 
you as a legacy, in the testament of a gracious Redeemer, but 
of all the benefits connected with a faithful obediertce to his 

dying commands Oh, my dear friends ! is it not a most awful 

tiling to think, that no Romanist, unless he be of the clergy, 
has, since tKe time whep this prolribition was first introduced 
and acted upon, received the holy sacrament; or fully obeyed 
the last solemn injunction 6f our olnl^ benefactor, our suffer- 
ing and departing divme friend(, " thijs do ye, as ofteli as you 
"shall drink, in commemoration of me?" (1 Cor. xi. 25.) 
fteware for^the future; your former ignorance may be forgiven 
you by hini who is long suffering and abundant in mercy, but 
he has said that, except you eat his ^lesh, and drink his bloody 
. ye shall hot have life in you ; beware, I say, as future trans- 
gression upon this subject will be open rebellion against your 
God, 

iThis error, I have remarked, toot its rise in the doctrine of 
transubstantiation ; which Is^a doctrine teaching that the bread 
and wine, given in the sacrament, are not mere emblems, but 
actually the body and the blood of Christ, into which they are 
converted by the ceremony of consecration. We find no trace 
of this opinion among the old beoplti here; Sedulius in the 
year 490, speaks of the things ofltered in this Christian sacrifice, 
as being " the fruit of the corn and of tte vine;*' and call*' 
them " the sweet meat of the seed of wheat, and the lovely 
" drink of the pleasant vine and, to shew that he considered 
them to be exclusively emblematical, he says, Melehisidek 
" offered win6 and bread to Abraham, as a figure of Christ 
" offering his body and blood unto God, his Father, upon the 
** Cross.*'* He left a memory of himself unto us^ even as if 

one that were going ^ far journey should leave some token 
" with him whom he loved, that, as oft as he beheld it, he might 
" call to remembrance his benefits, and friendship." The same^ 
Views Claudiusf had, when lie sajs^ because bread doth con- 

* Scdul. Cann. r«s6ha). 4. Id. pros. lib. 4. e. 14. Sedul io H«bv^ 
and OB JIcU 10. | Coin, in Matt. lib. V. 
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finn the body, t^nd wine doth make blood in the flc^, dierer 
" fore the one is DMgtically referred to the body of Christ, 
^< and the other to HWo^d." 

It is clear, then, iSimich was the way in which your ances- 
ifliSrs construed the Scriptures upon this point. Before I state the 
period at which the new doctrine, now taught by the Roman 
vatholics, was introduced into Ireland, I shall take the liberty 
to mention a very few reasons, addressed to coming sense, 
m favour of what your ancestors taught, before trao^^nntia- 
tion was dreamed of. • wSTF 

The first celebration of the Lord's Supper, which was by the 
I^ord himself, could not have been the giving of the very body 
and very Wood of (Christ to the disciples ; for actually he sat 
ther(^ in their presence, alive, and had not yet undergone the 
jinerifice of the cross. 

' - Secondly, The Scripture speaks of Christ, as of pne who 
who needeth not daily, ?is the other priests, to offer sacrifices^ 
first for his own sins, andt then for the people's ; for this he 
" did once, in offering up himself (Hep. vii. 37.) " Now, 
where there is remission of these, there is no more an obla* 
" tion for sin ;V (Meb. x. 18.) it is also said, " that Christ, ris- 
ing again from the dead, dieth.no more (Rom. vi. 9.) see 
also particularly Heb. ix. v. 25. to the end. 

Thirdly, To tell you that you eat flesh, when* you feel that 
ou eat bread, is such an imposition upon your senses, as never 
efore was attempted ; and he who will ^believe it, cannot hesi- 
tate to believe any thing, "for he gives up blindly, to authority, 
the evidences of the suVest guides which God has given him for 
his direction in corhmon matters in this world. This has, thercr 
fore, been very properly said, by the celebrated Dean Swift, 
to be " a doctrine, the belief of which n?ade every thing else 
to be unbelievable.'' 

' Fourthly, The words iised, when it was instituted, were, asf 
we have seen, " do this in commemoration of me Now, re- 
membrance can have nothing to do with what is actually pre- 
sent; and therefore St. Augustin, in liis third book of Cljris- 
tian doctrine, says, to pat the flesh of Christ is a figure, 
" teaching us to partake of Christ's passion : and to imprint in 
^* our memories, with delight and profit, tliat' Christ -was cru- 
♦« cified for us.'* ^C, 16.) He is himself in the heaVens, although 
he hath sent his spirit to be the comforter of mankind ;*he willj 
indeed, c^me again upon earth, but not " until the times of 
" the restitution of all ):hings," as St. Peter him^^tf declares^ 
(Acts iii. 21.) . . 

' Fifthly, You are told that our blessed Saviour said, this i^ 
my body, and so he did; but this way of speaking is not to be 
taken literally : thus Christ calls himself the door," and " thQ 
f * |rue vin^ ; are we, tjierefore, to suppose \\ixs\ either the qi>^ 
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pr th^oth^r, orboth, or which? far examples of this mmjter 
of expression, 1 shall refer you to the {'n.>t and last books of 
the Bible— in Gen. xli. 26, 27, it is . aid, " the seven Idne axe 
seven years;'* in Rev, i. 20. " the seven slar.^ are the angela 
of the seven churches, and the sc\ en cmuliesticks are jfes 
seven djurches;" in both instances the ward is atands^^ 
represents^ or are emblems of; and thus it is with the same? 
wor^Mjil^e institution of the sacranj^enL But, if .we t^ke tU% 
expj^^^Kliterally, let nie ask you where will you stop ? 
Chi^^^l^ " this is the chalice, the Kew Testaine«t in ijggf 
blSB^now, if we suppose thjit he i)fiei^${..iit€r«Jly sdy 
this is n^y ver:/ body, you must als-o tfiicQ,!^ to mean, , jJtiip. 
vert/ cup'i^i lij'^ . New .Testament i» njy hl^od ; tliat^ w^e^ 
you drink, U' yoii do .iK)t drink the vert/[ cup, yx)u 4o mo1Jiu?{j 
at all. It is,'ti..refore, perhaps consistent io refijise you .t^ijt 
- use of it. 

The doctrine of transuUstantiation was first so^eninly iptro- 
jiuced into the church at the secpnd Council of Nice, A. Di, 
787;; therq is extant a hook which was written against it by 
command of the »Emperor Charles the Bald, by Bcrtrani, a 
Monk of the Abbey ot' Corbey, in the ninth century ; and the 
discussions abgut it created so much dissension for some yeara 
iafter, that, iii the year 1050, the Pope Leo the IXtli, and th^ 
Bishops, assembled in the Synod of Vercelli, condemned the old 
opinion, together with the book of Johannes Scotus, wha 
defended it. This person was so called, from his native country, 
which was Scotland ; .he was a man eminent for piety, tajents, 
and learning, and the friend of Alfred th^ Great, whom he 
assisted in composing his Saxon translation of St.* Gregory's 
Pastorals. Trausubstantiation is denied by many qf your mos^ 
learned Doctors;* and even a Ppp<?, o*ie of tlte infaJlihla 
heads of your church, affirms, " that the Elements cease not 
" to be of the substance and nature of bread and wiue/*f 
!X*hree cardinals say, that it is not proved by the ^written word 
of God.:|: Erasmus coiafesses that it ".was imkrown ta the 

ancients, both name, and thipg.!' (In. 1 Corinth.^ It was not 
received in England until the eleventh century ;|| but Ireland 
Jield out much longer, and we find Henry ^rumpe, a mcpk 
of Baltinglass, even so late ^is the fourteentli century, declare, 
that " the body of Chris^, in the sacrament of the altar, wa^ 
f only a looking glass to the body of Christ in ijeavenj. 

* See the AQthotrities quoted by Usber, in ;liis answer, &ct. aQ,d JB«wjBr*» Uvcf 
of tlie Popes. An. lOJO, 

f Gelasius Papa'de 2s. naturis contra Eutycb. 

f Fisher de captiv. BabH. c. 10. De AHi^co.. in 4 Sent. qu. 6. art I. 
pajetan ap. Siiarez, Tom. iii. disput, 46. ^ 

II Henry Hist of En^^. ii. ISp. ^ Ex aetis Gul. Andreas Mid. Epis. 

contra H. Crumpo, A. D. 1384^ Ms. Usser. I wish here pacticularly t« 
the attention <iS the reader to p(uisagf in JL<eyitic^8 c. xvi*. «. IQ. . 

^i/. ....... . » . • ■ . * .. .... ' . 
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CHAPTER VIIL. 

OF. 50M$ OTUEB DOCTRINES, ESPECIALLY COJSFCSSIOV, ANB 

It would very far exceed the Just limits of tliis address, 
were 1 to enter fully upon the original practic ol' youv aiu imt 
pious men, with respect to all the innovations which have 
been made, by the Roman Catholic church, upon the primiti\ 
faith of the holy apostles and disciples of our Lord. I must 
tli^refore be contented slightly to notice a icu-. The .>acra- 
nient of baptism was administered here in a diiFercnt manner 
from that of the Church of Rome ; for so Lanfranc complains 
to Tirdelvac, or Tirlagh, the king of Ireland, in the year 
1089.* And Austin, finding this to be so in England, com- 
mands'that the Britons should perform the mini8try of bap- 
** tism, according to the custom of the Church of Rome.'* 
With these ancient Britons, we know tlie Irish assented; and 
Gildas tells us thus of their liturgy, that tliey were " contrary 
^* to the whole world, as well in tlveir mass, as in their tonr 
** sure." ,These tliijigs I mention, not becajwe they are so 
yitally material as some others ; but because they demonstrate 
how very completely the practices of the Poraan Catholic 
Church were the innoyatipns of latter years. . 

Bernard, in his life of Malachy, h express in declaring, that 
this saint did first introduce into Ireland^ about the year 1 140,f 
the doctrine, that the ceremonies of confession, of confirma- 
tion, and of marriagp, are sacraments of flie church — he says 
that he did, ** of the new, institute the most wholsorae use of 
" confession, the sacrament of confirmation, and the contract 
** of niarriage ; all of which they," (the Irish,) were ignorant 

of, or did neglect." With respect to the first of these, a$ 
connected with the pernicious doctrine of indulgences, and 
renvssion of sins, I would wish to enlarge. It is said by Al- 
cuinus, of the Scottish nation, that " none of the laity there 
*' will make his x!onfession to his priest;" and that confession 
was made, publicly, not in the ear of the priest, appears 
from the life of St. Colurabkill, where a penitent perjjon is de- 
scribed to have ** confessed his h'lns before all that were pre- 
" sent as is the character of the* very commencement of 
the Protestant sei^ice now. The practice of auricular con- 
fession, was not introduced'into Great Britain, until the seventl^ 
century ;J and then in express contradiction to the doctrine^ 
of the national church. It has been well remarked, that the 
custom demonstrates a very inadequate idea of the nature of 

^'<Quod infantes, baptiamo, sine chrisinato consecnitD basilauintiir.*'* Epiit. 
* Hib. Syl. Ep. »xvii. 

I Alalachj Oied ii| 1 1^8. \ Hen. Hist. g€ JUigland, ii. 132, 
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^in ; for, in truth, did ft msQ kno\^ his own sinfulness aright^ 
and that, as God has declared, " all the thoughts of their heart, 
*^ was bent upon evil at all times,** Gen. vi. 5. (Douay version,) 
every man would require a priest for himself ; and, were he 
to make his confesion v ith truth, would busily employ that 
priest during the entire year. As fpr the distinction of venial 
and mortal sins, that would not come into his head, after hav* 
jng a right understanding of the spiritual nature of the com- 
mandment's, as thus commented on by our Lord, and by St. 
John; (see Matt. y. 21, 22. and the entire of that chapter) 
** whosoever hatoth his brother is a murderer," (John iii. 15.) 
and to look upon a woman with desire, is to cojnmit adul- 
tery — for, in truth, it is grace only that prevents anger from 
ending in murder, or desire from ending in transgression—. 
.What then is to be done ? one absurdity will always induce 
another, and so it is in all the intioyations of men upon tliQ 
pFain gospel of Christ; and so itJias been with auricular con- 
fession : and, as no priest has time to hear and absolve in dcy 
tail a tenth, part of tl)e sins in his parish, he is compeIle4 
to put off thp individijal hearing thereof, an4 to give absolu- 
tion by wholesale (see here Psalpi xix. 1^.) I have said thaj 
the practice of auricular confession is quite modern ; it was not 
commanded until the council ofLatferan imposed it, in the yeaj: 
1215, (canon 21 ;) and it appears from three of the greatest doc- 
tors of the Roman Catholic Church, Peter Lombard, th^ 
author of the sentences,* Gratian the compiler of the de-* 
'crees,f and St. Thomas Aquinas J about a century be- 
fore the council was holden, that it was at that time in our 
choice whether we would confess to God only, or to the priesi 
also. But let the pratice of confession be what it will, th^ 
piaterial point is that of the remission of sins ; and it become? 
lis well to consider it, in the order in which we have viewed 
some other great doctrines, as well because of its importance, 
as because of its enormqus abuse ; to which latter 'indeed we 
are indebted, under God, for the reformation of the Christian 
religion from the en*ors into whiqh, through thq agency qf 
Satan, it had ^ deeply fal}en. 

It never could huve been thpught, by o^r ancestors, that 
St. Peter and his successors had the keys of heaven entrusted 
to them alone; for, as they were the disciples of St^ John, 
and were steady to his teaching, they coali not have believed 
that there was no absolution for sins except for those of the 
disciples of St. Peter : and accordingly they write thus — " the 

office * of remitting sins to the sincerely penitent, "is now 
f* in the bishops and priests, committed unto every church,**^— 
Ijind how this is done is rightly explained in the same autlior, 

* Lib. iv. Sent. Dist. 1 7. f Gmt dc Pfpnlt. flist. i. c. 89. 
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who, following St. Bede, says, <<oone can forgive sinners, bitt 
" God alone ; who also forgiveth, by thera to whom he hath 

given the power of forgiving and Sedulius agrees with, 
this.f Their views upon this point were consistent with the- 
Scriptures: and their doctrine did not vary from the old re-, 
ligion of the apostles, they saw that the commission to for- 
give sins was general, imd given in the plural number; (John 
XX. !iJ2, 23.) andj Christ said to tbem, " receive ye the Holy 

Ghost ; whose sins you shall forgive^ they are forgiven 

them,'' &c: they saw the same commission specially given to 
St. Paul, when he was sent among the Gentiles : (Acts xviii. 
4<7.) they read the passages where St* Peter gives ifo God the 
glory thus, " knowing that ye were not redeemed with cor- 
** ruptlble things, as gold or silver, but with the precious 

blood of Christ;" (1 Pet. i. 18, 19.) and therefore not to 
them did this other awful text of the same great apostle 
apply, there shall be among you lying teachers who shall 

bring in sects of perdition," — and through covetousness, 

shall they, with feigned words, make merchandize of you." 
(2 Pet. ii. 1,3.) A long time after the introduction of auricu^^ 
lar confession, and penances, and other modes of absolving 
from sin, it occurred to the heads of your church, thrit it 
would be a thing extremely profitable for it, if the penance 
which it put upon sins were to be bought away, (as well as 
^hat the souls of sinners might be purchased out of purgatory ;) 
it was therefore thought a very good thing to make mer- 
** chandise of you." Perhaps this first began with causing of- 
fenders to pay money for the use of the poor ; for Siitan is so 
«ubtle, as to Ueal in such practices upon .men, instead of forc- 
ing them on them at once : a system of gunning which he, has 
followed From the day of his first appearance, ^s the great 
equivocating tempter of Eve, to the present hour. But the 
selling of indulgences, which,, in the natural progress of cor- 
ruption, became a horrid impiety in the Churcn of Rome, was 
not known until the year 1096; or, perhaps, until the papacy 
of Alexander IJI, in 1160.$ Bishop Fisher confesses that 
indulgences are not ancient ; and and some of the most respec- 
table writers of your church, acknowledge they are not known, 
either in the Scriptures, or .ii\ the writings of the ancient 
fathers. Some of the fathers define the power of absolving 
from sins in a manner perfectly scriptural, and very^ different 
from what is in practice now; St, Basil, || for instance, says 
that it was not absolutely given, but upon condition of the 

penitent's reformation j" and the holy St. Augustine, in one 

• Claud, in Mat. lib. ii . f In Rom. ii. 

\ See aho Ps. Iv. 1.— Rom. iii. 24, 25.— nRev. xxij. IT, &c. 
$ Scoppius de Indulg. cap. 12. \ Reg. brey. qu. 1^. 
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df Bis 'ttomifies, suys, *^ thou giVest alf tliat thoa hast, anA 
dost not fpf^ake thy sins, t^idu art' twice deceU^cd ; both in 
losing thy money, and the pardon also.** / ' 
I feel quite eonvinced, my dear fellow-countrymen, that thd 
great majority of you never heard, and that very feWof yoM 
teally know, what a traffic was carried on at Rome, for many, 
many y^ars, by the sale of these indulgences — and indulgences 
of what ? indulgences gfan^d to sins, which were thus re- 
mitted for mo«ey. At length ^e Pope Leo X. sent one Tt^zel^^ 
as an agent intoi Sa^tohy, to sell i^mission of sins past, pre-' 
sent, and txi cohie ; and hot orfly thbse of the purchasers, but 
even of their deceased reflations — " If any one,*' they said, 
^ purchases l«tter3 of mdulgence, his soul may rest secure^ 
*^ with respect to its salvatkm ; the souls in purgatory, for whos^e 
redemption indulgences are purchased, as soon as the money* 
** tinkles m tlie chest, escape from torment, and ascend to 
** heaven — and again,^ " for twelve pence you may redeem 
" the soul of your father out of purgatory the absolution 
thus purchased was from all sins, " however enormous soevei* 
they may be;**f and this merchandize had siich demand 
among the poor, blind, ignorant people of the day, that Tetael 
boasted that he had saved more souls out of hell' by the sal^ 
of theni, than St, Peter — even St. Peter himself! had con- 
verted to ChristfanityT>y his preaching; J This money, it was 
well known, was applied towards the gratification of ambiti^> 
avatric^, or sensuality. But people^ my dear friends, could net 
long bear with this, and the practice became so scandalous at 
length, that it first induced Luther to oppose so unscriptural 
a merchandize ; to wash away this stain from religion ; and, by 
the reformation, to restore it to its original purity. Before I 
bring you to your own home, and to modfern times, on this 
. »ub jept, it may be instructive to tell you, that there was a book 
printed ai\d sold at Rome, for the information of poor sinners, 
which was ealled ^* the tax of the sacred Roman Chan^- 
•* eery ;*' it specifies the prices of crimes j a fe# extracts will 
fcjuffice you. 

" For murdering father, mother; wife, or sister-*— ten shillingfi 
^ " and six-pence !** " Dispensation to eat meat in lent, and on 
•* fasting days — ten shillings and sixpence.'* " For liim that 
" forgeth the Pope's hand— one pound seven shillings.** I'shall 
** add but One more ; tor t priest keeping a concubine— 
" ten shillings and sij4-pence !** 

It may be said that these assertions are false ; but the book 
is in print; it wa^ published at Rome,, in 1514; at Cologne, in 
1515; and at Paris, in 1520, 154^5, & 1625. It will probably 
be answered thus ; these things may be true, but they are gone 

^' Homi IL t Sfec^hien>py of it; 
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byy. Without dwelling upon the iiifallibility and unalterable na4 
tpre of the Roman Catholic Church, I will shew you, ray 
friends, that such things are not gone by; and this by two 
instances, quite modern,. and belonging to-thig country. There 
are in our College Library, among the MSS. two indulgences^ 
which were purchased; from the last Pope, Pius VI.; one of them 
Tyas giyen to Edward Murphy, £sq. jind .cost, including the 
parchment, and the trouble ot writing, and the expense of the 
handsome gilding with whjch it is ornamented, the sum of Six- 
teen Shillings, and Three Pence; it not only absolves the .sajid 
Edward Murphy, and all his relations within the third degree, 
from ail tliejr sins ; but gives him power to include within his 
cjiarter, any fifty pf his friends at the moment .of their de-\ 
parture from life ; and all this for Threo Crowns pf Money I ! I 
There is another similar Bull preserved in the same box. See 
MSS. Bib. t.C.13. E.2. i9.V 

i . Doctor Moylan of Cork procured a Bull fwm Rome, grant- 
ing to all those who, after assisting eight times at the Holy 
Exercises, of the Mission in the New Cathedral of Cork/* 
>fhich cost something to bnild, ^V^hal^ confess his, or her sins,'* 
and so on, a plenary indulgence, applicable to the souls iii 
f^. Purgatory /A &c. .Such arc the instances near hpme, I hav6 
mentioned the Penny -a-week Purgatorian Society beforeJ 
^ You will $nd a most extraoi:dinary instance of a Bull of ^his 
Kind, rielating t0 Ireland, in V oh u p. 462 of the State Trials^ 
tlie Trial of Lord Maguire* .By it " a full plenary mdul- 
gence and absolute remission of all thi^ir sins, is: given to all 
Chjjistians of the. kingdom, in the year 1643, who will mili- 
tate, or t^ke up amis, and fight ,%amst the. heretics and othei: 

V other enemies of the Catholic faith ;'^ thus sanctifying blood- 
shed and rebellion. Aifiother* Bull will shew to what a dan- 
gerous error it : leads your soiijs, for it declares these indul-^ 
gences and remissions of sins to issue from the rich reservoir 
** of atonement derived fi^oni the merit/i of the piother of God^ 

Y thq Holy .Aposjtles, the Blood of the M|irt3rrs, and the ^ood 
** works of all the* Saints." We have spoken of these thmgsf 
in a former part of this address; but see, I pray, how the ad- 

rission of one false doctrine drags in a long catalpgue of errors, 
shall conclude by remarking a curiouii: inconsistency also, , 
tluit the Popes, who thu« dealt Qui indulgences and remissiong 
so abundantly, required absolution themselves upon their death 
bed, which they received from their confessors; they would 
not die without it. It, follows fronl hence, th^t, while they 
could remit the sins pf others, ,thcy could not absolve them- 
selves ; although they had the keys of heaven, th^y wer<e too 
^eak to open the gates : they alsP had abundance of Mas^tA 
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tnng for their souls ; therefore, they were considered as Having 
gone, Sotne of them at all events, into Purgatory ; of course, 
such 6f them at least as were tliere^ were not infaHible. It is 
thus, my friends, that a merchandise is made of your souls ; 
and that the water of life is strained out and filtered to you, 
which your ancestors distributed, gladly and freely, to the 
flocking people;* and which your God invites you to partake 
of thus—" All you that thirst ! come ye to the waters, 
"and yoiu that nave no money:" (Is.lv. I.) "the spirit and 
*^ the bride sayj come I" " let him that thirsteth come ; and 
" he that will, let him take the watet* of life free cost:'* (Rev. 
xxii. 17.) but to you it is filtered, and you still will receive it so; 
" My people have committed two evils ; they have forsaken 
" me, the fountain of living waters ; and have digged to^ 
themsdves cisterns, broken cisterns^ that can hold no Water/'*. 
(Jer. ii. 13.) 



CHAP. IX. 

OF EXTREME UNCTION, FASTING, <1'CS 

fiuT I must pass on to a few moi*6 dbiservatkms ^espedtiing 
^ur old and venerated Holy Men of this Land. 

The first mention that is made of the Sacramctot of extreme' 
tinction by any writer, lloman Catholic or otherwise, is in the 
fifth century : the instances of anointing whicl|*^©ccur in the 
New Testaftterit, in Mark vii. 13, and James v. 14, on which 
the Rdman Catholic Church depend* were for restoring id 
health, and tiot preparatory to death • arid the Council of Flo- 
rence ordains directly contrary to them, when it declares, that 
fills Sacfafhent is not to be given to a sick person, unless his 
death be feared* The practice of anointing unto death is with- 
out precedent in the records of primitive Christianity ; but I 
hkve not met witii any thmg to mform me^f how our ances- 
tors treated the practice, save the following declaration in a 
letter of Grllebertus, or Gilbert, directing the practice of the 
Irish Church ; it was written A. D.' 1090^f it precisely contra- 
dicts the directions of the Council of Florence, and says, "that 
a believer may be annointed once, in any heavy disease, be- 
^' cause the sacred unction not only ministers tlie cure of th^ 
^< soul, but of the body this unction, we see, is here given,- 
with the fi^ll hope and expectation of i*^c6yery. 

The practice which still continues^ of refusing extreme unc- 
IfOft to cfixmns^ who are under ^ntence of <leath, shews clearly 

. ' • Bede lib. ill. c. 26; f Syh !Ep. xx* 
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that the c^es In wbich yQu,c ^o^i^tors AHpi^ted iK^re strictly 
couformiiLble tp tUpso alluded to by the ^p^stl!es^ iji the ag^ 
of p^imUive Clivistiapity-r-to wit, cases ^yh^fe recpyery froBV 
siok^e^^) waa possible— rweri^ it otbei;wi&e, your anqestprs Woulcl. 
not ha^ve ^ommfnced th.e ciustoni, wjiich is now esfaJ^Wied,. 
of refusing cxtr^u?e unctioi> to person;8 wi^pse d^ath )va§ ile«-, 
tern^ined. ^ 

I shalj HfOw a feir wpcds on, tlie subjegt of fasting, — » 
Abstinence froi^ food is oftpn recpmp^nded iu the Scrip-> 
tures; and was practised, both by Chri&ti^^ns, and by theii? 
^reat master: the thing itself, k, tberefbre, allowed; tho 
inanQer and the motive alone are important. With respect 
^o ch^ £rst, the fastings pf our ancienjt Saints, did not con- 
sist in quality, but ip quantity. Bede, speaking of the fasti 
ing of Ceadda, Archbishop of York, who was an Irishm^n» 
«ays> th^t he did ea^ notliing but a small pittance of bread, 
and pne egg, with a little milk jingled, with water;" yo4 
aee her^. tiay friends, there is one sgq, wtu^h is meat, in^ 
stead' of ^ rich turbot-r-abstuience, ^nd not quaUty, made 
the &st ; for not yet ha4 been introduced the doctrini^s foi:? 
bidding to ma.rry,'' and commanding , *^ to ^bst^n from 
meats, ' (1 Tim- iv. 3.)^ Again* the motive wa^ the subi 
^uing of ike flesh, and the procuring of that salutary sta,te 
pf mind, which a loade4 stpn;>a^h, whe/;hef it be with meat^ 
Qf with vpgetaj^l^^ or wiUi fishy is very much c^l^ul^ted t9 
prevent. As for hoping to obtain, thrpngh such means^ jus? 
tificatioa in the sight of Qod, or rpmissi]Oiii, pf tljf.eii; sin^« such 
a motive i^eems to have been entirely unJ^nown tp them* 

Th^^ rijile of Cplumbanus pr4^iQs» (c. 5) *^ eveny day to (i^t, 
^ and every day to eat;'' <<bec£^use, this is true discrptip;^ 
<^ that the ppwer of spiritual proficiency might b& retained 
" by abstinence" — ^'again, " let the food of iwnks be mean* 
«* flying satiety ^nd exGes3 of drink, that it may both sustain, 
" apd not hurt t,hern"-r-** thp childrcin of wisdon^ understJ^d,*' 
saith Claudius, quoting St. Au^istin, that neither in ^b- 
staining, i\or in mating, is there any virtue ; but in coxU^ntr 
edness of beai^ing the want, and temp/erance of not cor- 
ruling a noan's sel^*, by abundance agreeably with the 
refleetipn of St, Paul, (^leb. xiii. 9.) " It is best that thehe^rt 
" be established with gra^ce, npt with meats." St, Paul also says 
pf the old dispensation it " is a parable of the time then pfp- 
sent, accordjng tP which gifts aad ss^ri&pes are oiFered, which 
«* cannot, as to the conscience, m^ke him perfect thalt seyv,eth 
-only ij;^ meats and in drinks, ^Lh4 divers washii^s, and ju^- 
tiQ^s of the fljesh, laid; on them uptil the timp •f coj^req- 
*^ tion ;" but Christ being come, or the antetypp of all this her 
ing arriyed, the pnly e^te^blishmpnt pf the beait is by liif^ 
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grace, who doth cleanse our conscience from dead work?, 
*'to servie the living God'* (H^b. ix» 9, 10, 11, and 14^.)-^ 
Finally, the author of the life of Furseus, and Gildas in hi^i 
Epistles, censure persons who, " being assaulted with spiri- 
" tual vices, do y^t neglect them, and afflict their body with 
''' abstinence V* and Who, " absta;fting from meats, which God 
" hath ordained t» be received with thanksgiving, fall t6 
wicked things, as' if they wei'e laWftil " Silch men's fsmtr 
" ing," 6ays Gildas, " unless it be proceeded to by some vir- 
" tu^s, prdfiteth nothing at allf* «* they are, thfercfore, the 
better trien, who do ttot fast much, lior' abstain • from thif 
** creatui^es of God beyond measure, but carefully keep their 
** heart' within pure bfefore God, from whence, they know, 
" cometh 'the issues of life; than they who eat \ no ilesbi 
** thinking themselves hereby to be, as it were, superior to 
others > upon whom, death hath entered, through the win-* 
dows of pride."** ■ My friends, the uSe of fasting, with our 
Ancestors, was to prepare 'the heart, and not to degrade the 
^reat atonement, so as to have a human pacrificc thus paltiy 
Exalted to a merit. I do not wish to detain ' you ' upon this 
subject longer,* but will refer you, for truly spiritual instruc- 
tion upon the subject of-fiistihg, to Is. Iviii. in which, the 
Lord declares, " Is this such a fast as I hiave chosen*; "for a 
man to afflfct hii soul fbr a day ?" &c. " Is not this, rather^ 
the fast I have chosen ? loose the bonds of wickedness, ''Ac 
V. 4 and 5, Dotiay rersion, • .. u . - 

* Such do we find to have been the opinions of our oldest 
Church in Ireland, and of the oldest' Christ ran' Church of all^ 
I mean that of the disciples of Christ himself, upon several 
doctrines of importance ; it may be useful fend interesting 
here, to shew their exact agreement with- another oM Church, 
which was' sai^ to be originally planted by St. Thomas. His- 
tory informs us,f that the Portuguese under Va^c'o dfe Gama, 
in the year 1503, were su|3>rised to find, ra the interior o'f 
Travancore and Malabar in Hindostan, a Colony' of Chris- 
tians; and, being offended at their tnode of wornhtp, accvfsed 
them'inr a Synod of the following erroneous doCrriries, and 
practices-t-that their clergy had married wives *they owned 
but "two Sacraments, Baptism, and the Lord's Supper'; 
they -neither • invoked saints, nor' worshipped images; nor 
believed in Pufrgatory ; ahd had no other order and names 
of dignity in the Church than Bishop, Priest, and Deacon^. 
This was very alariiiing to the Church of Rome— the Synod 
decreed that their bookfir should be burned ; and softie eveh 
of these ^oor people were theraselvefif burned, las here^^ 

^ • See WilW ConciHa, v.i.-i. ' ■ ' ' ' ''^^ 

f Buchanan's Asiatic Rcsearcbesi 88, 89, and 90, and places quoted tber^. 

i . 
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Uie in^uifiiUon at Goa. Some of them were compelled, at 
fengtb, to aibknowledge the supremacy of the Pope, and Po- 
^ry to be the oldest religion ! but, refusing to pray in Latiii, 
or to give up their language and their Liturgy, ' except with 
their lives,' th^'y ' wete allowed lo retain these ; after that 
their Liturgy had been somewhat altered. The churches of 
the Interior, hbWevef,' would not yield i they hid their i^ooks, 
and threw themtelves upon the protection of the native ptinces., 

* Oh,' niy dear fellow-cduntrymen ! Were you to look into 
the histofry 6f your own Native country, yOu would find it 
not unlike to this — yoU Were early taught thj^ pare doc- 
trines of the Holy book of tjrod ; ybu W6r^ found teaching 
them, and practising theiii, by the Church of Hbirle— She 
indeed had not, at that time, 'her 'inquilitionT'} biit,' Whatso- 
ever power she possessed, that she u^§d to bridg yocj uiider 
her authority — tfiis was, for the ^o^t pai^ti "acquie$ce^ In j 
but, throughout the struggle, some few appear, at various times, 
who putting their trust in their heavenly God/*remainod 
steady to fjlie ancient faith ; thus, even in 1377, ybrfr Ppifriate Si. 
4licbard restored the Bible, and testified boldly to th^ ti^uth, in 
the face of the Pope and of the College of Carclinals. Oui* mis- 
fortune, my friends, is, that our case is so buried in antiquitv 
as to be generally unknown ; were the things of which 1 
6peak of to date so modern as the history of the Chrintians 
of Travancore, it would then be manifest, who sowed the 
wheat, and who the tares in this island. 

* You have heard that your first teachers of Christianity 
were the immediate disciples of St. John->-hear how St. Iren^ 
seus, one of them, complains, even in the second century, of 
itomishr innovations, that the Schismatics at Rome*, had 

corrupted the sincere law of the Church, which led to the 
" greatest impieties." " These opinions," adds he, " the 
" Presbytersi who lived before our times, who were also 

discipieS of the apostles, did in no wise deliver. I, who 
M saw 4nd heard the blessed Pdlyx^arp, am able to protest, 
^' m the presence of God, that if that apostolic Presbyter 

had heard of these things, he would have stopped his ears, 

and cried Ottt, according to his custom^ < Good God, for 
*^ for what times hast thou reserved me, that I should suffer 
" such things This Polycarp was the pupil of St. John^' 
and the tirst teacher of the creed of St. Columbkill. 

St. Jerom, one of the greatest authorities of the Roman 
Catholic Church, bears ample testimony to the high purify 
of the British Church in the fourth century, before St. Austin 
went thither, from Rome; and also to* its independence, and suf« 
ticiency fbr salvation if were we to inquire into what were the 

* Eustb. lib y, c. 20 in Ledwich's Antiquities. f Bisbop of Se. David's 
?tl letter, p. 8. - 
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doctrines of qur nativf primitive ohuvch, we di^di fiad 
that it was, at the lea^t, equally pur^ ; and, not only tbAt.90 
favourite doctrine of th^ prc^^t Church of Jloni,e -wa^ holfiet^ 
therein^ but that ils confession of faith w^s ti^uly ^£van-i 
gelical. The MonQsticIia of Si. Columbkill* abound with; 
precepts of Christian mor^s, and with ea^hojrtation^ to have 
faith, in the Saviour alone, tlie sa^e gresU f<)un4atU>B o£ reli-^ 
gion, is laid down by every writer whjcb I have consulted, 
^ the only foundation. St;. Patrick writes t}niS),f they aji^eBOt 
** niy words, but those of God, and of the apoatjes and prophets, 

who have never liedf— He who believes shall .Ue saved, but 
** he wh^ believes not shall be daniiwd ; God has said it." Ob-f 
serve bpw welf he understood th^ spirituality of tbe law, whose 
"letter killeth," but whose "spirit quickenoth 3 Cor. iii, 
6, he .who hateth his brother,'* he says in bis confessiony 
f* is adjudged as a murderer, and na murderer can be with 

Christ" — observe how he appreciates the unmerited grace 
pf God, " i.was," says be, , " as^ a stone in the deep mire ; 

and he, the mighty one, <;ame» and raised me in J^iis mercy, 
** .and put me upon the top of the wall ;* ^erefore, he de- 
clares, tbath^ijsf bound to sipg eternal praises, to the liOrd— * 
." what shall I give to. Him, for all he lu^h bestowed upon 
^* me ? what shall I say, or promise to my Lord ? because 

I see nothing that he has not bestowed upon* me** — and, yet 
more particjLL^rly, observe how be sums up^ i]> his confessioo, 
all the great scriptural exihortatiosns to preach tbe Gospel of 
Christ to ay men, which a^e to be fojuiid in Matt, xxviii. 19t 
Mark xyi. 15. Matt. xxiv. 1. Joel iu ^S, and Hos. ii. 23. 

Such were the piou^ desires of this holy man, respecting 
tihe spreading of the knowledge of the Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesu^ Christ among ail the people of this land^ 
for the purpose of removing the ** idola and immunda,' • as he 
terms them, the idols and uncleanness, with which he laments 
that it wa§ polluted. 

It may not he a^iss to set before you a very short abstract 
of Christian faita, reduced into a more corrected order fifom 
the works of SedulLu^, and of Claudius— 'they write thujs. 

1st. " All mankind stood condemned"— r** with so just, and 

divine a judgment, that, although njone should be^ freed from 
" thence, none could rightly blame the justice of God ;" ** so 

that all the^ niouUis of them» which would glory 9f their 

merits,, might be stopped, and he th*t glorieth, nught glory 
. « in the Lord.'*!: 

2diy. " The law was not given that it migh^ take away sin; 

but, that-men, by thi» mea^9 hu^nbled, might understand;^ 

« Si e GoMastus, p. 6\,6$, Ac. | See his letter to Coroticus. 
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of a mediator."* 

Sdly* <jrod hath so ordeted k, that he will be gracious to 
" mankind, if they do believe that they shall be freed by 
" the blood of Christ but, *' by the workis of the law, no 
** man shall be j unified." J Not as if the works of the law 
should be contemned^ and, without them, a simple faith 
** be desired; but, that the works tJiemselves should be 
" adotned with the faith of Christ : for that sentence of th^ 
" wise man is ejccelient, that the faithfid man doth hot live 
" by righteousness, but the" righteous man by fafith."^ " This 
"faith sticketh in the .soil of the soul, like a" root Which 
" hath received a shower ; that, t^hen it fiath* begun to be 
manured by the law of God, it may rise up agsiin into 
"boughs, which may bear the frurt of works; therefore, the 
"root of righteousness doth not grow out of wotks, but' 
** the fruit of works out of the root of righteousness." || 

In^fine, for the matter of infallibiKty — " Th*ei*e is none so* 
" greats ♦ whom the Devil doth not dare to accuse, but Him 
" alone, who had no sin ; and who said. The prince of this world 
" conieth now, and in me he findeth nothing" and, as to 
tile doctrine of human merit, they say, we are sanctified " by 
the calling of Godj not "by the merit of otir deeds ; ac- 
" cOtdirtg to the power that' worketh in us, not according to 
"•our merits' j"** and, " be it known, that all that luen have 
**from God is of grace, fo^ they have nothing as of their 
" due."f t Such were the doctrines of ISOO years ago; ahd 
• thus did they ky the axe at the great tap root of ali in- 
fidelity, and of false religioA, the ' doetrine of human mef it ; 
which, planted by Satan in the rank soil of the corrupted 
heart of man, has thriven and fiburished throughout the en- 
tire* world j in all the fait luxuriance of humai'i pride. Until 
the root of this great passion, which was the tiaiise of the 
fall of angels, and is that of the error of mankind, be de- 
stroyed, the heart cannot be turned to God in humble con- 
trition^ and repentance^ and faithful prayer, and sole and ex-- 
elusive reliance on the merits dnd atonemetit of his son.— ^^^^ 
Whait is it makes men fly to penance? Pride, which sug-^ 
gests, that he can accomplish his own redemption.— What 
i^ducef him to believe hi a purgatory ? Pride, which causes 
him to consider the great body of his sin as venial. What 
leads him to pray to saints, and to. martyrs ? Pride, which 
sets up confidence in the arm of ilesh, as of power suffi- 
cient to save. There is an epitaph inscribed upon the rao- 

. Scdul. in Gal. iii. f Sedul. in Rom. iii. - ^ CI. Gal. ii. 
§ I^^TO 'Gal. iii. . • j| Sedul. in Roro. iv. ^ Sedtil. in Ram. -^ii. 

f * SedttU in Rom. i. and £ph. iii. . f f <^ ex debite^" jSedul. in Rom.svi. 
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tmment of Father Edward MoHoy, t^.]A Chapel in the Cil^^^ 
Of Cork, which is thus, Sacred to tlie memorj of the he-^ 
^( nevolent Edward Molloy, &c. &c. he employed the weal^ 
" of this world, only to p^ecure the riches of the next ; mkI,- 

leaving a balance of merit on the book of life, he made 
\i heaven ^debtor to mercy the date is . 1818 — now, take 
tjie words of ; St. Patrick, written just 1300 years before 
.this date, and . judge which of the sentirpents ; is the most 
just ; the modem, or the ancient.*—". The apostle justly- 
". says, if the righteous scarcely be saved, w.here shi^Il the> 

ungodly^ and the sinner w>pear The apostle whom he? 
quotes, i^&s Peter himself ;f again, St. Patrick exclaims 
himself, in his confession, ".-behold now, I conmiend my • 

soul to my most .faithful Gyd, whos« ^^mbassador I am, in,' 

my great wntbqr//«W«^"«--hcr^ are St. Peter and St. Pa?* 
tfjok, ^against father Ijiiolloy. It was not until the time of th«. 
Council of > Trent, abput three hundred years ago, that th#^ 
doctrine of the . merits of ^ good woi;ks was declared in 
your Church ; .ah4, an ancient Pope, Gaius, or Caius, wh» 
died A. D. 296, haa written, that the ;" Righteousness of the 
" saints avails nothing to our^paridon, or j!iistiiication."j: Such' 
is the declaration of one, who ^ considered by you as ai^ 
i/ifallibie guide---hear that of one more infallible still, the 
^ord of God, as it is declared ip thefirfjt C^ris^an Church 
^f all ; " evecy one shall bea^ his own burdNfi Gal*, vi. S** 

we must all ,be manifested before the judgment seat of 
*• Christ,, that every on^ may receive the proper things oi' 
V the bddy, according as he ha^ done, whether it be -good^ 
" or evil ; * 2. Cor. v> ip.-.—and Christ's own description of 
tliis awful day, in the end of the xxv. chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, entirely justifies tliis dpctrin^— it. would tpuzzle the, 
most ingenious, to fmd in these texts a place. for hope, ii^ 
his own case, from the charities of Father Moltoy, or any; 
of the saints, martyrs, or apostles"-see also the 9th verse 
of the same chapter ; Jc'> xxii. 2, and xxxy.; 7, llom. iv..' 
5, and xi. 6, 1 Cor. iv. 7> Heb. x. 14, Jame& i. 17,; and^ 
finally, the great, sayings of ^le Lord Jesys Christ himself, 
it is recorded Luke xvii. 10, " so, you alsq, wheO' 
« yo\x have done all the things that are commanded ypu^, 

say, we are unprofitaMe servants we have dpne that wiiich^' 

we PugKt to do"ij — belifeve me,^ my friends, that neither 

• fkiff bi« Irtter ttf Coroticu* f See 1 ?eter iv. 18. : 
4 Epist. decret. ad FeJic. tp. Binium, T- i. ^. 173» ^ ^ 

4 Tb« note la your version here is excclleftt, it ti tNi, " BecAUM ^ur HX4 
vice is of »o to our roaster, and he just\jr claims H as our boynden 

«• diilf . But, thoiiffh we are improfitabU to him, our wiving bifD is not <4n- 
" profiUibU to us; for, ti0 is pleased to give, b^f his grace, a value to our gpo4 
*« woiks, wbicb. in conseguenee of hif frQmii^t cnliUcs tb9m to 9b^ fMimA 
ft ward.** Otb ! si «i(t ommik I 



Digitized by 



ioi 



l^t. Paul, t\\e. cfatef of sinners as he dalls himself, or Si* Pei^ 
or St* Patrick would have dared to have brought in heaven 
debtor^, in the least degreej on the side of m'ercv ; because, as 
vo.ur rUd saints say, " all that men have from Goa is of grace, 
**fpr they have nothing as of their own due." 

, To conclude, there js one general argunient wtiich presses 
upon my conviction with such force, to prove that the reli^ioii 
of the Irish Roman Catholic Church, is not the most ancient; 
and is so connected with the -great point of ultimate reference 
to the Scriptures, that 1 wish particularly to presi ; the writ* 
ing of hol^ir Scripture, which wit declat'e, " containeth all 

things, necessary to salvation,^' ceases with the year of our 
IfOrd 96i .The council of Trent, and the authority of the 
Romilii Catholip chgrch, receive tradition with the same ve- 
neration that they do the Scriptures, and upon tradition is 
every particular opinion of theirs founded { but ihiil tradition . 
does not begin until about the time that th^ Writing of the 
Scriptures ended; Which «doctrine| now, iny friends^ is the 
eldest of those two? that 9f the followers of the written, or 
pf the unwritten word of God ? — -Another niaterial point is, 
that we cut off the exuberances of the Roman Catholic church, 
ana still leave enotigh for salvation ; wha^ tliat church teacher 

addition td ours is^^ to, say th^ best of it; utinedeslkry ; for 
the Scriptures, that is God's ivrt^/^ Word, are of themselves 
able to make all men «'wise unto salvation, through faith which 

is in Christ Jesuit" (2 Tim. iii. 15^ Such is the deddratioH 
of Saint Pawh 

•Vivrifi-'^i -i, 
CHAP. Xi 

. CONCLUSIOK; * 

And' noW I woulcl reqdest of ypu, my deir felldw country mea^ 
Calmly, and seriously, and attentively, to consider and^to de-* 
iermine, whether the Parable of the Husbandman who sowed 
^he seed^ and the enemy wh6 scsittered the tears, be realising 
in our days, in the manner ' that the Pope has stated in his 
letter, or whether there be any other period in your history^ 
to which the parable would better apply. It is not the first 
time that the story has been applied to the' British isles and it 
is for your go6>d sense to determin^) which of the two is best 
justified in the quoting it as appropriate, the Pope now, or 
the great Wellsh BaM Taliessin, who sung in the words which 
I quoted to you before.* , 

It is curious to I'eixnrk here, tha€ I'altesshi was not the only advocate 
agaiilst Homi&h innovation, who conaidered ike Romad Catholic Church to 
tb9 9grrer of the tares-^A«ihbishof> Usher, iu his antwtr to the J«su4^ % 

* . ' • f ...... Q • 
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It is proper to remark upon another j^ fa |8 || |> h in that let-*' 
ter, from which you will observe, that thfrSpTe has been mis- 
taken in the fact^, and been deceived by his advisers ; it states, 
not only that the teachers in schools are Methodists, which 
you know is not the case with them all, but that they make ' 
use of Bibles rendered into EogUsh by the Bible Society, 
which is notoriously untrue ; for the Bibles and Testaments, 
which are read there, and which are the only oiJes that the 
Brt?le or any School Society circulate, were trarisltited intd 
th>ir present version, upwards of two hundred yeitrs ago — ^ 
read the preface of any one of them to prove thi6i' I have 
thought it necessary to remind you. of this drcilmstttnce, be- 
cause it will shew you, more decidedly than any thing, otc* 
tl^^t tb^l;^ 19 a great deal of mistake in this whplif in!(ttet>; ato^ 
U'wifl.help^ in the third place, to determine, w!iorti«'tHe- pr(i^» 
j^^Qy of St. Peter will best point out, when he foretell^'thkU^ 




t^,4a,f^t this present ddy* a thne long past. Pe|rmit me nowt€P 
What can be the reason for attempting, at this particulat*- 
Jipriod, to make such violent opposition to the attempts of 
good people, who endeavour to improve the intellectual and 
moral state of the poor in this Island? I would question you, 
has not the state of misery existing in it, proved that something 
must be done? and did not that state of wretchedness and' 
ignorance continue to increase until of late years, when the 
measures now so strongly opposed were first entered into? 
I would gladly know, why the Pope, and some of your clergy, 
and of your laity also, have kejU all their exertidns in reserve to 
oppose Scriptural education, nistead of assisting it? there, has 
fceen a great progWf . of improvement j to this- tb,e, f(9a^ah 
Gfl^holic Arebbid)ap df . T^am> bears ample testimpny in nis 
IbMo^ «Bdr. therefjolr^, he. must be conscicius ttiait' it ha^ 
arisen from the increase of schools, and the. exertion/^ t)f thq 
gentry, how can he consi^^tently, obj/ect to the continuance of 
bpth.P . Begi^ttj iOithe name of the God of all truth,. I soleinjilv 
itoaealitoi yiOMT.^^^ to enquire what injury ca^ 

|i04ublj;;iu:isa frj^m your knowing the trutli? much injUrjr 
tmf flnM4&fllm>ihutting up the Scriptures, and praying^ idi 
(t^ 6^'>&d^trt9pM MM tbus^** You yourselves grants, that the seed wbitfeiat 
**^MF«owtfi»tbi&flQidi W03 good seed, and such as was put there bV JfcS^ 
** master himself. If this which you call tares be no good grain, arta h^tbi 
sprung from some other seed than that which was sown here at first; I 
•* would fain know that inaii's name who was the sower of it, and likewise 
^' the time in \vhich it wast sown. Now you being not able to shew cither 
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^atln ; and saying, ask no questions, bnt ta](Bi4U yf!i.^y f^ 
granted ;" hut none can happen fron^giving to you the bo^ 
^t* truth, the revealed word of God, talking to yOu. in plaiii 
^ijglish, answering every question whidi a concern for 
the salvation of your souls nit^y induce you to propose, " and 
*|offerii^ the Holy Spirit to guide intp all truth." All Chiis- 
tians rest, tfiy friends, upoi^ the word of God and the merits 
]pf Clmst ; ^d, Oh ] are they not at least as wolrthy of fttten- 
tion, as the tradition, the authority, of mortal sinners like 46 
ve are ; or the merits of created beings, those even of our 
(bwn vile, worthiest, and fallen tacie ? 

I have dwelt tnuch upon antiquity, my friends, because, hi 
every way ipiagiiiable, your national loye for the ancient cus- 
'^oms of your ancestors has been appealed to, Sor the piurpose 
of txiaking you dislike the religion of tlie Bible, and those 
persons wlio profi^ss it^ and are anxious to put the Bible into 
your handi;,, not for the purpose of conVertipg you to a pro- 
fession of religion, under any. one^ particular nantQ, bat to 
j^nable yoti to imbibe youi^ princjpfes of religioiK at tb« very 
fountaih head ; and to enable you tikeif ise, undcgr whatsoever 
^j^oiniaat^^ you are, to be the disciples of Cfarid, and of 
jt[!Jhrist alb]:\e.^Bul, 'afl^ all, ai> argunaeot founded on mef^ 
jiuthority; is not a very res^oi^ble argument ; the Samarita^ 
iaid, very foqlishlv, "our fatl^ers' worshipped in tbiB moftrtitam,*' 

{John iv. ^1.)' ^d seemed to be surprised that the Jews -should 
lave obeyed the command of God, by worfihipi>inl^ him in hi< 
own city.-i-your priests give a reason exactly fiimdar lor «x- 
jcluding front ssdyation all who ^re not of their church ; and by 
the way, they and the Samaritans are equally erroneous, in th^ 
very foundation bf tiieir ppinion.s, and very nimilar in their 
error^l; for, in truth,' the earliest fathers ot the Sams^itang 
adored the true God, ii5i Spirit and in truth, iii his holy city; 
and yours were of the religion of the Bible, w liile the peculiai* 
doctrines 'of Popery are, a^ 8t, i^eter stiles it, "vain con- 
"rex'sation, received by traditiori frbm your fstbers,'" (1 Pet. 
i. 18.) But to return," if you mu^ hold by the oldest rcflijgronr 
-of all, the first that was known to your atidestors, you would 
return to the worship of the sun^ and of the ^oon, and to 
Other abominatioi^Sj tne very mention of which' Would shock 
vou, and which were used in Irelaed long befbre th6 time of. 
the first preaching of Christianity here— and, iAy ^eh^, it 
would surprise you nbt a little to fcnoSv, fhat J|rdti tovi&^tifl 
among you soibe practices wMcfti your |()rlests Mve no' bfcjt!c- 
tion to, out which your old saints c^o^mn ; which are older 
thah Chrig||j||b[ itself ; and whic^^Hwse, are i>eattienislu 
They are ^RRT tne only part j^^HlpoiltiN'Mticd wbki^ 
can be called, with tqiah^ the m^^VKient of all; bftcaus^^ 
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they existed before the name of Christ was ever mentioned in 
the isldnd : why they are permitted and encouraged by your 
clergy, being as they are, such outrages upon comm6n decency 
in religion, they best can, tell. I shall dwell on but one of 
these, I mean your pilgrimages tb wells, whiph are common 
thtoughout Ireland. The superstitious veneration ih which 
these places are held is well known ; and there is scarcely a 
district in which there is not some well or other, which it 
dedicated td some patron saint, and decorated with thousands 
i)f rags ; here prayerg are said, and offerings made, and every 
thih^ (done which is necessary to complete a perfect idolatry : 
these plaices, which are now dedicated to St.VJohn, to St. Patrick, 
and other 'saints, were formerly sacred to Pagan gods, and, 
ialthough the name of the patron is clianged, the worship is but 
very littlef altered. ' But this was condemned most severely by 
our Irish and f^axon ancestors ; and a canqn in Edgar reign 
strictly forbids these pilgrimages, under the name of well wor- 
ship.* How St. John Would have looked up^ri this pfeffercnce 
of these wells' to the fountaih of the water 'of life, ! in 'which 
you might be baptilsed to an- everlasting inheritance, I leave to 
you to judge.* Our ancestors were^ certainly to blame that 
they ,did not ^ destroy, a^ t^e very beginning; .those rites ot 
Pi^:an origin;^ their levying' of them was like the unwise and ^ 
untaitfiful conduct of the Israelites, *whd would not entiteij 
destroy the idols of the lafid 6f Canaan^ as' they had been 
commanded to dp ; in Congequence of which tKey afterwards 
proved to be pricks in thiir ^yeS, -and thorns in thdr sides.* 
mm. xxxilib 55. See also the f th chapter of Joshua ; and 
Deut. xiii. ' , - . .» . _ ^ ,,.a^ . • ' 

The Popes liave been just as nej^ligent as were those 
Israelites of old ; and even Gregory the GreatH- advised $t\ 

*t ' *• " ' ' ' * ■ ^ 

' • ' • Edgar's Canons, SCO and 9C3. 

J5. Other remnants of paganism are the Ibl lowing, the dancing ronni]| 
the Boaypole^ #hjch it ttn emblem ij£ Apollo, or the Sun. on Ihei first of May ^ 
becuuiB, about that seatson, all nature begiiM tprevlve. The $re» «n St. John'g 
eve; thi^ljeinf; midsummer's eve. waaaa^re^l^tfif^Simf i«|>ic|^^ 
the summer solstice . the first Chiittffns, finding eve Buited.to Si. John*^ 
very improperly permitted the custom to continue; with a bhar^ge merely in 
the nominal purpose— Holy Eve was andther day sacred Jo the Sun, upoN 
l^hich, the harvest being over, an offerinpr was made of fruits Whim from 
ivhom they wer« supposed to be doiived ; hvnw the burning of nuts^ A gai<i 
Xam^fias da^ suited very wejl to the great holiday of St. P*ler, Ad vincula^ 
— *Ti?^^i"^f!V*^^^^ feast V Oliy. of oblation of fruiu of 

y^!^'?^.'*™' P*^^^ La-masobl — beiice thfi 

i of apples and mal^ vulgart^ called Lamb*S 
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Augustine, when sent among the Anglo Saxons, not. to 
abolish their Paganish cerempnies ; but rather to adopt them, 
" and give them a new direction ; that so the conversion of thfe 
people might be facilitated,"— ta fatal error, which the history 
of religion, from the time of Moses to the present daj,.demon«> 
strates to be an ensnaring delusion. . ... 

The Roman C^thqlic Uhurch has been called, <^ the last ^n- 
disturbed monument of yo^r ancient national grandeur;*'"^ 
and, thiQkiog this, you have embraced it with such enthusiasm 
th^t you are blind to all its faults : but this phrase would have 
better applied tQ your round towers, which certainly liave 
weathered the storms and revolutions of centuries, and still re- 
piain the old testimonies of the first religion pf Ireland*— tiie 
worship of fire, or of the sun, to wliich they were originally 
sacred, agreeably with th^ most approved conjectures. But I 
think I have shewn to you, that the above phrase is not founded 
in truth ; and lastly, my dear fellow countrymen, if it even were 
true, let nie appeal to your natural good sense, is it a reason 
for admitting ropery, blindly, without examination, with all its 
modern follies, or faqlts, ^s the rule by winch you are to be 
guided implicitly, in matters which con^iern the eteriial welfare 
6f your immortal sQuls? St. Ambrose, \yhen spoken to . of 
something in whicl) l^e was in error, said in a truly rational and 
Christian straih, I ani not ashamed to reform in my old days ; 
*'old age ought to blush for shame, when it is incorrigible.' — 
Js the greater ^titjuity of the Roman Catholic church, (even 
allowing that for argument sake,) a reason for your rejecting 
the use of the Scriptures, which it did not formerly deny to 
you ; or for taking as proyed what even its inferior clergy will 
command, or declare ? ' Allowing for an instant the authority 
of the Pope, or qf the church to be so high, will you mind 
^ either of diem, if they tell you to sh^ ]p|iir ears to the word 
of Gqd? they can only have, at the most, the authority to ex- 
plain to yoi|, and not the least to exclude from you the holy 
, revealed will of your Creatot, and Redcemer,-and Sanctifier. 
Jesus Christ tells us that the seed is the word of God, (Luke 
yiii. 11.) the Pope cannot therefore say, that he who gives that 
word to you, without the note or comment of man, is the 
pnemy that sows the tares ; for the Bible cannot be the tares, 
unless we suppose its author to be our enemy ,: those who give 
you the Bible without note or comment, cannot surely be the 
lying teachers who shall bring in sects of perdition," of 
privily bring in damnable heresies," and deny the Lord who 
])ought thcni," of whom the Pope is afraid, and against whom 
St. Peter «|Bis you : (2 Pet. ii. 1.) for the word of truth canr 
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conittents frf meii cannot '<<bring in s^ls off jpetditSdh:" itls 
pot brcmght in *Vpmily," but ie most openly given: imd lastly, 



tains, it cannot "deny the Lord," nor cah those 'ifho believe 
in it do 30— Oh no ! my friends, such persons aire not either 
enemies, or lying teachers; but, constrained by Hh^ love <^ 
Christ, and deeply vafoing the salvation of ev^h one' ibmfiortal 



but invite you to come freely to the foitefain head— a Mle lower 
dcnvn the waters will neceisaiily imbibe some tafste of, , and .take 
somte colour >from, the ^tflAi through which diey'pa$s ; but at 
its heavenly jttB|pft'it^ piire tiver of water of Hfe, dear 
"as-cmtah W|ibMi^ of the df <lod, and of the 

"LamC^Rj^dL^^- • ; : 

I shall close thyftdress to you, my friends, hi tlie bWHtify 
Words of Che inspfiftl prayer of the prophet DianieL— O Lord ! 
"the great and^weadtuf God! keeping the coveiiant and 
^*ttier^ to them that lote him, and to tl)emtha^ keep Ills con^i 
<« mandments; we ihave, sinned, and have committed iniquity, 
« and have dprte Wickedly, and have rebelled, eve^n. by depart^ 
"ingfipom thy precepts, and, thy judgments; neith^haye we 
** hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy 
« name to our Wngs, oar princes, and oUr fathers, and to all the 

people of the land.--To the Lord our God belong mercies anS 
^*ibrghrene^ses, though Ve haVe rebelled against him.— Kow, 

therefore, O oxpr Godi hear the prayer of thy serv^t, ana 
<^ his suppiicatiqpfs/an|l cause thy face to shine.— Oh Lorcl^ 
" forgive! Oh Lord; hearkenand do ! defer not, for tl^ine owa 
<*sake, Oh my God!"— (tianiel, ix. 4, 5, 6, 9, and 19.) 
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t:RRAtTA CORRIGENDA, &c. 

Page 31, line 7, at the end, add combined with hiin as such.'* 

32, 33, dele the words we have ah'eady seen that/' 

33, 6, dele not only." 

34, 6, for mere," read more/* 

43, 3 from last, for "Cane," read " Cafi^*' 

54, mde^ read Expos. Job. c. 29, 1. 19.^y 

66, — 1, 1 wish' to' narrow the extentof the assertion re* 
specting Bellarmine : he adduces many texts in favour of the 
doctrine of purgatory ; hut I mean to say, that none of them, 
save that from the Maccabees, necessarily, or indeed arall^ 
imply the doctrine of purgatory. 

67, yto^e, this is from his confession. 

The quotation respecting the Council of Nice in p. 55, is from Gelas. 
^yzken. Act. Cone. Nic. p^ 9 c. 19. See Usher's Religion^ &c. p. 40, 
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